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For the NEWCASTLE MAGAZINE, 


AIL ſacred. Liberty! immortal name, 
A Briton's life, his glory, and his fame. 
For thee, (whoe'er oppoſe) we'll fight our way, 
And at thy ſhrine victorious trophies lay, 
What though thou'rt baniſh'd from Britannia's court, 
Let Tyne's reſplendent banks be thy reſort, 
Thither thy ſons to thee will all repair; 
Nor one imperious pup moleſt thee there. 
| For thee they'll temples build and altars raiſe, 
1 And daily offer incenſe to thy praiſe. 
They know thy works; thy ſuff*rings too they know, 
The bleeding wounds the impious great beſtew, 
With bandages of love, thoſe wounds they'll cure, 
No longer ſhall thou galling chains endure. 
By Tyne's fair ſtream bright ſcience deigns to dwell, 
Her ſons ia every glorious art excel. 
+ Upon her banks in beauteous pomp array'd, 
Enſigns of god-like freedom are diſplay'd ; 
| Her faithful friends dare every danger brave, 
No name's ſo hateful to them as the ſlave, 


{ | But hark ! what grateful founds ſalute my car 2 
| Behold Nerthumbria's freeborn ſons appear, 

Their fouls with inward greatneſs ſoar on high, 
And bear bright freedom's banners to the ſæy. 
They know the wiſh'd-for criſis is at hand, ©_ 
When Britons ought to make a glorious ſtand ; 
With virtuous zeal to check oppreſſion's rage, 
And ſtem the venal torrent & the age, 
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To chnſe ſuch members as they /afe can truſt, 

Whoſe ſouls are honeſt, gen'rous, brave and juſt, : 
Who will contemn the miniſterial tribe, 
And ſpurn the man who dares preſent a bribe, | 


On ſuch, my friends, let all your voices fall, 
The cauſe is glorious, glorious is the call. 


Obey the call; defend the glorious cauſe ; 
Support with zeal your liberties and laws, 


Who'd live to be that wretched thing a /lave, 
Depriv'd of all that's noble, great, and brave, ö 
Be kick'd and ſpurn'd by each imperious thing, 
Who proudly boaſts the favours of a king. 
Britons to tyrants neer will bend the knee, 
They know they are, they muſt, and will be free. 


Oh hear our pray'r, thou great Almighty Lord, 
Who canſt alone the wiſh'd-for aid afford; 
Britannia's ſons with inſpiration move, 
To virtuous freedom, and their country's he. 
Hexham. J. W. 
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C\ INCE the reign of the execrated family of the 
Stud ria, there never has been ſo great ne- 
ceſſity for informing the free ſubjects of Great 
Brituin concerning the danger of their liberties, 
as in the preſent reign. All former attempts to 
enſlave theſ: kingdoms, had their riſe from jaco- 
bites, influenced by France, and headed by a 
popiſh pretender ; and the wi, Pp of thoſe ene- 
mies, to Britiſh liberties, were ſo glaring, and ſo 
openly avowed, that they could deceive none, 
except ſuch, as from their infancy, had been edu- 
=S in the principles of ſlavery. All the friends 
of the revolution, ſhuddered at the thoughts of 
embracing a government, which had, during four 
reigns, oppreſſed every ſubject in Britain; and 
had almoſt compleared the ruin of both religion 
and the laws of theſe kingdoms. The two dar- 
ing, unnatural rebellions were therefore caſily 
quelled ; for the friends of the revolution, ani- 
mated with the love of freedom, and an averſion 
to a family, which had made their anceſtors ſuf- 
fer ſo ſeverely, joined unanimouſly in ſupporting 
the common cauſe, againſt the rebellious pro- 
moters of the intereſt of a popiſh pretender. 
The two illuſtrious princes of the Brunſwick 
family, who, before the preſent reign, ſucceeded 
to the Britiſh throne, were perſons of great. ca- 
pacity, and true friends to the Engliſh conſtitu- 
tion. They were well acquainted with the ſtrug- 
ples that had been made, for the ſupport of the 
civil and religious liberties of England, and had 
SIO " ' borne 
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borne a part therein themſelves ; they, therefore, 
during their whole reigns, were careful to pro- 
mote, to the management of public affairs, ſuch 
perſons as were known to be real friends to the 

rinciples of the Hanoverian ſucceſſion Jaco- 
Boy or men of ſuſpicious principles, were, 
duting thoſe reigns, kept at a diſtance from the 
councils of the fovereign; and the high offices 
of ſtate, were committed to the care of men, 
whoſe principles were well known, and whoſe 


regard for the revolution, had been tried by i in- 


fallible proofs. It was not, till the death of the 
laſt of thoſe illuſtrious princes, that the ſons of 


rebellion durſt approach the Britiſh throne. The 


friends of the abdicated family, were obliged to 


(culk in retirement, either in foreign countries, 
or in ſecret at home, till an opportunity ſhould' 
happen, more favourable to their deſigns, and 


agrecable to their wiſhes. 


Providence, for a ſeourge to theſe lands, for not 


being thankful for their former mercies, deprived 
Britain of George the ſecond, and, by a number 


of unforſeen circumſtances, brought about, to the 
enemies of our conſtitution, the long-wiſhed-for 
period of jacobite preferment. The royal fabric 
of the beſt of kings, was ſcarcely Jevoſited i in the 


grave, when, on a ſudden, a preferment was made, 


which then was ominous, and ſince has been fatal 
to Britiſh liberty. If the hiſtory of our times, 
may in the leaſt be depended * n, or if there is 


any truth in public teſtimony; a Thane was prefer- 


red to the leading d of public affairs, 
ho had given very evident proofs of an attach- 
ment to the family, 0 which he is ſaid to be very 


ncarly 
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nearlyallied. This preferment was ſuceeeded with 
the diſmiſſion of many of the ancient friends of 
the revolution and the houſe of Hanover, from 
offices, which they long diſcharged with reputa- 
tion, and fulfilled, to the honour of their princes, 
and the ſatisfaction of the nation. In conſe- 
quence of this, the ſon? of thoſe who had drawn 
their ſwords againſt their country, and rebelled 
againſt their ſovercign, began to teem in from 
the colder regions of the North, to baſk in the 
warmer climate of South Britain, under the be- 
nign influence of is chief of their own prin- 
ciples. 

The army, navy, and parliament, foon began 
to ſwarm with officers, who, not many years 
before, had given ſignatures of a temper of 
mind very e to the Hanoverian ſuc- 
ceſſion. 

The chief government of the beſt places in 
the Eaſt and Weſt Indies, were now conferred 
upon a race of men, whoſe principles were, at 
leaſt, very ſuſpicious; and thoſe who were dif- 
poſed to bow to the nod of the favourite, were 
put in poſſeſſion of the moſt lucrative places in 


the army and navy. A baronet, who. before 


was in the meaneſt ſtate of dependence, was made 
victualler to the army, who, in concluſion, by 
his art of jockying, amaſſed a large miniſterial. 
fortune, and now repreſents a city of no fmall 
conſideration in North Britain. 
The friends of Engliſh liberty had reaſon to 
be jealous at the ruling partiality which now 
revailed at the court of a king, who was the dar- 
ing.of hispeople, and had, by Bhs ſpeech from the 


throne, 
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throne, flattered them with the largeſt profeſſions 
of royal care and affection. This jealouſy, which 
was but too well founded, animated 5 per- 
fons of daring intrepedity, to expole, in periodi- 
cal papers, the errors of the miniſter, and the 
partiality of the ſovereign. The ſtrictures which 
were given upon characters, and the ludicrous 
repreſentation of ſome great perſons, v ith a nar- 
rative of meaſures, which then prevailed, were ex- 
hibited in ſuch bold attitudes, that the culprits 
were not able to endure the force of the ridicule 
which reflected from thoſe exhibitions. | 
The propheſy of famine, the North Britain, 
with „ olitical papers, were paintings 
not to be e where power could do what 
law had forbidden. The principles of the Stuarts 
ſuggeſted a remedy, which had, during the days of 
the ſtar-chamber and high commiſſion courts, ne- 
ver failed to convince men of error. The doctrine 


of general warrants was xevived, with all the 


forms of ancient tyranny. An order was iſſued 
from the ſecretary's office, to apprehend a ſup- 
poled offender, with a deſign to find evidence 


in his own cuſtody, to prove him guilty. His 


perſon was apprehended; his houſe plundered, 


and all his papers ſecured; his friends were re- 


fuſed admittance to ſee him, and the Engliſh pri- 


vilege of habeas eorpus denied him. Under this 
ſtretch of arbitrary authority. he ſuffered all the 
rigour of confinement, for being ſuppoſed the 
author oft a lible, which the judge, who tried the 


cauſe, afterwards declared to be true; and of 


conſequence, could be no libel. 


: 7 A paper, ſaid to be cxceedingly prophane, be- 


ing 
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ing found locked up in his bureau, was determined 
by an act of judicature, to be publiſned by him, 
though it was manifeſt, that it was as ſecretly kept, 
as it was poſſible for locks and keys to ſecure it. 
For publiſhing of which, he was deeply fined, 
and ſuffered a long impriſonment: Every ſtretch 
of prerogative was uſed to perſecute Mr Wilkes. 
He was out-lawed when in diſtreſs, for not 
appearing to a citation, when the beſt authority 
declared it was impoſſible for him to appear 
without endangering his life. This out-law- 
ry, which was paſt contrary to the laws of the 
conſtitution, was repealed to his honour, and 
the ſhame of his enemies. But the influence 

which formed the principles of this reign, appear- 
ed moſt conſpicuouſly, in the affair of the Min- 
dleſex election. A member was admited into 
the houſe of commons, in oppoſition to Mr 
Wilkes, and the voices of three-fourths of the free- 
holders of that county, and determined to be 
the legal repreſentative of Middleſex. By this 
new authority, the repreſentatives of the people 
have taken upon them, both to ele& members, 
and determine elections. It was in conſequence 
of this arbitrary proceeding of the c ns, that 
the nation petitioned for a diſſolution of pt. 
The burgeſles of Newcaſtle were zealous in 
this cauſe, and joined to their petition, a warm 
remonſtrance, which were preſented to the 
[ n; and though, like all others of the ſame 
kind, they did not meet witha gracious reception, 
the ſubſcribers have the fatisfaftion of conſider- 
ing, that they have done their duty. Under the 
diſpleaſure of majeſty, and deſerted by their 0 


WI 
re- 
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repreſentatives, the friends of liberty had no 
other relief, but to tell the world their diſtreſs, 
and how their minds were oppreſſed with the 
apprehenſions of being enſlaved. They publiſh- 
ed in the London news papers, their occaſional 
ſentiments, to inform their friends and brethren 
[ of their fears, concerning the public intereſt. 
| They have, in the moſt public manner, told how 
i | their own members of parliament have uſed them 
who, after they had ſworn to be faithful to their 


E/ 

To ; 

f . 
! 


| 
| 
| conſtituents, pretended conſcience for voting a- 
q gainſt their intereſts and ſentiments. Such doc- 
| trine, with reſpect to conſcience, tends to deſtroy 
[ every ſociety under heaven: For as the duty of 
if a member of parliament muſt always be to ſup- 
port the public intereſt, no principle of con- 
f ſcience can diſſolve that obligation. If he can- 
not ſerve his conſtituents, he ought to reſign his 
.office ; for there is no law of nature or ſociety, 
that can juſtify any perſon's holding an office, 
when he cannot, in conſcience, fulfil it. A men- 
| ber of parliament ought to have no mental 
| . reſervation. 
| The editors of this magazine are moved to 
this publication from a principle of regard to their 
fellow citizens, who certainly ought to know the 
re#fons upon which their own rights and liberties 
are founded. The danger of our becoming ſlaves, 
is at preſent greater than in the years 1715 and 
1745- The laws have of late been frequently 
. warped by intereſted men to infringe liberty, and 
there is at leaſt ſome ſuppoſed colour of law tor 
the encroachments upon our national freedom. 
The people have now a legiſlative body toconterd 
| with 
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- with, but in thoſe rebellious periods they had 


king, lords, and commons upon their fide; the 
army alſo was then on the fide of the people, but 
now it ĩs on the ſide of the crown, which throws 
a balance againſt civil liberty, when the court 
pleaſes to oppole it. Motu Eno 
It is propoſed to give both ſides of this que- 
ſtion a candid hearing, and to leave the pub- 
lic to determine which is right, We do not 
in the courſe of this work intend to enter 
into private quarrels, nor mean to diſturb the 
res of private perſons: The cauſe is that 
of the public, and the debate ſhall reſt there. 
Invidious anecdotes will be avoided, as the fair 
cauſe of liberty has no occaſion for ſuch dirty 
reſources. No perſon who is not the leader of 
a company of offenders, ſhall meet with the 
ſmalleſt diſcompoſure from the Freemen Ma- 
gazine: But ſuch as are grown old and hack- 
neyed in the practice of public corruption, even 
their grey-hairs ſhall not ſcreen them from the 
juſt cenſure they deſerve. But at the ſame time, 
ſuch as pleaſe to offer defences in their favour, 
ſhall find the ſame candour paid to them with 
others, according to the limits of this magazine. 
The infirmities of magiſtrates ſhall remain un- 
touched, unleſs by proſtituting their office by 
the negle& of their duty, they expoſe them- 
ſelves. The editors of this paper pay the high- 
eſt regard to lawful magiſtrates, and will defend 
them in the exerciſe of their duty as far as it is 
in their power; but will never for the ſake of any 
office defend a public character, when it dege- 
nerates into negligence of duty, or gives counte- 
nance |: 


Cm. INTRODUCTION. 


nance to oppreſſion. This magazine is not mere- 
ly intended for the amuſement of the public, 
but is alſo deſigned for inſtruction and edifica- 
tion. It is therefore hoped, that nothing will 


1 be expected but what immediately tends to this 
| end and Fare 
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An Account of the Proceedings of the Freemen 
of Newcaſ/tle, with Regard to» the ſending 
Inflrutions to their Repreſentatives, with a 


Copy of the Inflrufions. 


FEN N the 15th of April, 1769, it was 


25 5 reſolved, in a meeting of the free 
£1012 
8 


burgeſſes, that inſtructions be drawn 

*. - up, and ſent to the repreſentatives 
N of this corporation. A committee 
was appointed to draw up, and carry the fame 
into execution. Meſſ. Thomas White, glazier, 
George Guthrie, maſon, and Robert Reed, houſe-' 
carpenter, were the perſons choſen a committee 
for this purpoſe; who, on the Saturday follow- 
ing, went to the exchange with the following 
inſtructions, to conſult with the magiſtrates, con- 


cerning having them ſigned, and ſent to the 
members. 


Inſtructions ſent by the Freemen of Newcaſtle, to 
Sir Walter Blackett, Bart, and Matthew Rid- 
ley, Eh; Members of Parliament for New- 
caſtle upon Tyne. 


To Sir Walter Blackett, Bart. and Matthew Rid. 
ley, Eſq; Repreſentativeiof the Town of New- 
caſtle of Newcaſtle upon Tyne. 

GENTLEMEN, ; 
E your conſtituents, the free burgeſles 
of Newecaflie upon Tyne, dutifully af- 
A fectde 
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feed to his preſent moſt gracious Majeſty, and 
zcalouſly attached to his illuſtrious houſe, fully 
ſenſible of the value of the laws and conſtitu— 
tion which we have derived from our ancc- 
ſtors, and firmly reſolved to preſerve this inhe- 
ritance entire as we have received it, think it our 
indiſpenſible duty at this time of national diſcon- 
tent, as it is our undoubted right to inſtruct you 
our repreſentatives in parliament as follows: 

1. That you carefully watch over that great 
bulwark of our libertics, the habens corpus act, 
that you inquire into, and puniſh any attempt 
that may have been made to evade the force of 
that law. ; 

2. That you endcavour to continue to us, and 
to conſirm our old conſtitutional right of juries, 
that all trials for libels, and other criminal pro- 
ceſſes, be carried on agreeable to the known 
rules of the law; and that you zealouſly diſcou- 
rage all new modes of cnquiries, unconſtitutional 
nals or new and unuſual puniſhments, tend- 
ing to take away or diminiſh the benefit of trial 
by j aries. 

3. That you preſerve inviolate the privileges 
of parliament, as well as the right of the electors; 
that you uſe your utmoſt fs UP to prevent 


the expulſion of any man, who ſhall appear to 


you to have been elected by a majority of legal 
votes ; and that at this time you exert yourſelves 
in ſupporting this right to the frecholders of 
Middleſex, which we have obſerved of late re- 
peatedly violated. | 
4. That you moſt earneſtly promote a bill or 
bills for ſhortening the duration of parliaments ; 


for 
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for limiting the number of placemen; excluding 
all penſioners and contractors; and that the bri- 
bery oath be adminiſtered to the candidates as 
well as electors | 

5. That you vſe your utmoſt endeavours to 
put the civil magiſtracy of this kingdom on a 
more reſpectable footing, and thereby remove 
the pretence of calling in a military force; and 


prelerve this nation from a calamity which has 


already been fatal to the liberties of every king- 
dom around us, and which we at this time arc 
beginning to feel. 

6. That you uſe your beſt endeavours for ha- 
ving a ſtanding committee appointed, to examine 
the ſtate of the public accounts. 

7. That you exert all your abilities to ſupport 
and extend the trade and manufactures of this na- 
tion in every branch; and that you will heartily 
join in all meaſures for reconciling the unhappy 
differences ſubſiſting between this kingdom and 
its colonies. 

8. That you will oppoſe the giving public mo- 
ney for the parpotes of creating new and unnc- 
ceſſary places, for the augmentation of the ſala- 
riesof old ones, or for the grant of penſions to 
the members of bath or either houſe of parlia: 
ment. | 

9. That you give no countenance to the dan- 
gerous doctrine of conſtructive treaſons, or to the 
application of doubtful or uncertain laws to this 
intereſting object, nor ſuffer miniſters to be in- 
veſted with a vague and diſcretionary power of 
judging on, or proſecuting this offence. 

10. We leave it to your conſideration whether 

any 
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any redreſs can be obtained in behalf of the ſub- 
je&, for the better ſecurity of their properties 
againſt the ſecret attacks of the moſt diſſolute 
and abandoned of the people; who, from a re- 
ſolution of never ſubmitting to any honeſt or 
1 uſeful employment, betake themſelves to the 
practice of lodging informations in the court of 
exchequer, of pretended illegal commerce prac- 
tiſed by individuals ; whereby, from the mode of 
procedure in that court, both the innocent and 
the guilty are generally ſubjected to equal puniſh- 
ment and diſtreſs = 
Finally, We defire you to accept our moſt ſin- 
cere thanks for your unwearied diligence in op- 
poſing the bill for extending the Coventry canal 
to Oxford; and though your endeavours have 
not met with the deſired ſucceſs, yet we are per- 
ſuaded, from the great diminution of ſhipping 
that muſt neceſſarily be occaſioned thereby, fu- 
ture adminiſtrations, will revive this object, and 
aid your meaſures in ſupporting and encouraging 
that great nurſery of Engliſhlecurity and ſtrength, 


the coal trade. 


A Copy of a Letter to the Mayer, Sc. of Neu- 
caſtle upon. Tyne, 
To the Right Worſhipful John Baker, Eſq; and 
other Free Burgeſſes of Newcaſtle, who have 
been pleaſed to fend Inſtructions 1d us. + 
F || „ GENTLEMEN, 

The inſtructions which we have received from 
you, upon many conſſigutional points, we ſhall 
pay ſuch attention and Aference to, as is con- 
| |  Hiſtent with the freedom 
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occaſions, inviolably petſevere in a faithful diſ- 

charge of our duty, as becomes the independent 

and uninfluenced repreſentatives of the free bur. 
geſſes of Newcaſtle. 

We are, with the utmoſt reſpect and liv 
gentlemen, your faithful and obedient humble 
k ſervants, W. BLACKETT, 
M. RIDLEY. 


 Newcaſlle, May 17, 1769. 


The Obſervations of a Freeman, upon this Letter, 
' will, we preſume, not be unacceptable to eme 


of our Readers. 


1 cannot heſitate a moment in determining this 
reply of our repreſentatives abſurd. Have they 
any freedom, as our ſervants, to vote or deter- 
mine contrary to the intereſt and inſtructions of 
thoſe who appointed them ? If it be the right of 
ſocieties, to give ĩnſtructions to thoſe who are ap- 
pointed to manage their common concerns, it 
never can be the right of thoſe, who are entruſt- 
ed with their affairs, to act contrary to their di- 
rection. If the repreſentatives of a community, 
cannot, in conſcience, execute the orders of their 
conſtituents, they ought to reſign their truſt, and 
ſuffer others to ſupply their place. But to hold 
an office, which they receive by common con- 
ſent, againſt the will and inſtructions of thoſe 
who have clected them, is contrary to eyery 
principle of reaſon and common ſenſe. 

8 - V. and Mr R— eſtabliſh their right of 

at in udging, as a right ſuperior to the freemens' 
right of inſtructing them, and plainly hint, that 
when they come in competition, they will pre. 


fer 
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fer their own right. It is well known what 
motives members of t ſometimes have 
to determine them to prefer their right of judg- 
ing to the pcoples' right of inſtructing them. 
But the queſtion is, Whether they have any ſuch 
right, as to judge contrary to the rules of their 
inſtructions. When they make choice of a mem- 
ber of parliament, as individual freemen, they 
have a right, as ſingle perſons, to judge for them- 
ſelves, and are not accountable, to any ſociety, 
for their judgment. This is an individual right: 
But when they, as public perſons, are choſen to 
manage for a whole body of men, they have no 


private judgement contrary to the ſentiments of 


the community. The very election ſuppoſes 
that they are in truſt, and obliged to a& accord- 


ing to the rules of their election, and the oath 


which they engage in. If they cannot, with a 
good conſcience, fulfil the ends of their election, 
let them reſign ; but, let them not pretend to 


_uſuipa power, which was never given them by 
nature, reaſon, or the conſtitution of England. 


e A FREEMAN. 
The committee who carried the inſtructions, 
with a deſign to ſnew them to the aldermen, 


were treated on Exchange, with the greateſt 


contempt; upon which the burgeſles called a- 
nother meeting, when it was agreed, that the 
committee ſhould wait upon the worſhipful ma- 
giſtrates by themſelves, ſeverally, and deſire their 
anſwers. They waited firſt on 7ohn' Baker, Eſq; 
mayor, who ſigned the inſtruftions as mayor. 

They next waited upon alderman B—, with 
whom they had a very curious interview and 

| dia- 
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dialogue. They told him, that they had brought 
the inſtructions to him, that he might honour 
them with his ſubſcription, and deſired him to read 
them. His anſwer was NO. Mr White knew 
better than he. Mr White, Sir, you ſhould not 
pin your faith to any man's ſleeve; you had bet- 
ter read them, there is nothing in them but what 
is reaſonable. Alderman B —. Reaſon! What 
have I todo with reaſon ? White, Pray, Sir, con- 
ſider a little: No, Sir; I'll ſhew you the way to 
the door: Upon which he opened the door, and 
ordered them to be gone. This worthy magi- 
ſtrate reckoned bimſelf inſulted by the commit- 
tee; for as they had not yet enjoyed the good 
fortune of being his equal in ſubſtance, he ac- 
counted it an inſult, for mean labouring tradeſ- 
men, to approach his excellency. By all ac- 
counts, this able magiſtrate, has a great averſion 
to the poor, and an innate antipathy to beggars. 
They next attended A. M-—, whom they 
found walking in his garden, who was graciouſ- 
ly pleaſed to read the inſtructions, but refuſed 
to lign them. He made an apology for refuſing 
to ſign the inſtructions, becauſe he was a young 
magiſtrate, though he allowed the contents to 
be very juſt. They waited upon him a ſecond 
time, but found him in the ſame mind as before, 
and ſo left him without any more altercation. 

Mr P— cut them ſhort at firſt, by refuſing 
to read them, and told them, that the members 
knew better than they did what was their duty ; 
and though they were never ſo juſt, he could not 
ſign them. 

Mr F—, after he had finiſhed the ceremo- 
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ny of taking a ſnuff, declared he had no objec- 
tions to ſign the inſtructions: But you know, ſaid 
he, I am young in office, aud would have ſome other 
magiſtrate to ſign before me. The committee told 
him, that the mayor had ſet him an example, 
and he might follow him. He ſtill affirmed he 
had no objeftion, but was afraid he would be 
blamed by ſome of his ſenior brethren. 

Mr & - fe, with all the politeneſs of a gentle- 
man, after judiciouſly offering his reaſons, refuſ- 
ed to ſign the inſtructions, and his excuſe, and 
the way in which he made it, did him honour. 

They next waited upon Mr S$—-s, who ſaid, 
that he did not chuſe to ſign the inſtructions. on 
account of his connections with government. 
It would have been ungentee], and ill natured, to 
have urged him, when he was fo polite as to give 
the true reaſons of his refuſal. | 

Ms B— did not behave fo politely : He com- 
mended the members of parliament, and told the 
committee, that they had no right to inſtruct 
them. This was a full declaration of his ſenti- 
ments, and ſavoured rather fe much of an arbi- 
trary diſpoſition. 

The committee next waited upon the ſeveral 
companies, when tlie inſtructions were ſigned 
by 627 frcemen. | 


An Effay upon C onſlitutioual Laws, 


VEYY perſon, who does not prefer private 
intereſt to common-weal, muſt be obliged 

to confeſs, that all men, before they enter into 
- | {o- 
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ſocial compact, are equally free by nature; and 
that none have a right over the lives or proper- 
ties of another. This is commonly called a ſtate 
of nature, where all individuals are equal. But 
as the paſſions and appetites of the human race, 
oftentimes require that individuals, for ihe fake 
of others, and their own fafety, be reſtrained, 
human wiſdom, by the direction of providence, 
has deviſed certain laws, by which ſociety, in dif- 
ferent countries, is regulated. The wiſe appli- 
cation of thoſe laws, by the officers whom the 
lociety appoints to adminiſter them, is called 
ſound policy. Every human law is a reſtraint 
upon natural liberty, and is formed for the ſake 
of preſerving the general rights of men, which 
unbounded deſire would be ready to infringe, 
Thoſe inſtitutions, which guard againſt the inva- 
ſion of natural rights, and yet leave ſociety in 
poſſeſſion of the largeſt extent of liberty, aro 
the, wiſeſt and the beſt ; for laws which pre- 
ſerve what nature gives to all individuals, in 
the fulleſt proportion, without danger to the 
community, muſt undoubtedly anſwer the pur- 
poles of ſociety better than thoſe which diveſt 
individuals of what nature has given them, to 
render a few of them dominators over the relt. 
The nearer that the proportion of the ranks of 
mankind are to one another, the ſtronger muſt 
the community be. 

But as all countries have certain firſt princt- 
ples, upon which they form their conſtitution; 
every law, ſubverſive of thoſe principles, tends 
to deſtroy ſociety, and cannot be admitted, with- 
out danger to the conſtitution, All ſtatutes, 

| B | agrec- 
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agreeable to thoſe firſt principles are called con- 


ſtitutional laws; and the ſocicty founded upon 


thoſe principles, are bound to obey them: But 
when the deputies of the community frame inſti- 


tutions, contrary to the fundamental laws of the 


ſocicty, thoſe ſtatutes are not binding upon their 
conſtituents, who have not agreed to them ;. nor 
ſappoſe they ſhould agree, is it poſſible to have 
them executed, without demoliſhing their own 
conllitution : For it can never be lawful for ſo- 
ciety to deſtroy itſelf. 5 
It was from ſentiments of this ſort, that Eug- 
land, after mult trouble, and many ſtruggles, ſet- 
tled her conſtitution upon the principles in ,zagna 


charta, which, for many centuries, have been 


conſidered as the firſt principles of the conſtitu- 
tion of this country. When thoſe rules were 
invaded, during the reigns of the Stuarts, the 
nation returned to its ſirſt principles, by Living in 
a pctition of right, which was confirmed by 
Charles the fir{l : And, at the revolution, for 


the fame reaſon, obtained a law of the like im- 
port, called the b/1/ of rights. For the benefit. 


of our readers, we ſhall inſert firſt the petition, 


and next the bill of rights, that every man may 
fee what are the principles of Eng/iſh liberty, and 


judge how far the modern ſtatutes of the legiſla- 
thre are agrecable with thoſe conltitutional laws 
of this land. | 0 AE 
Ine reader will perceive, that when this peti- 
tion waz granted, that the encroachments made 


upon the liberties of the people, were proved to. 


be contrary to many acts of parliament, that con- 


- 
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Teen on the margin. 


firmed the great charter of | liberty, and Which 
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A Copy of the Petition if Right. 
To the King's moſt excellent Majelly, 


Hunbh ſhew unto our ſovereign lord the 
king, the lords fpiritual and temporal, 
1 and commons in parliament aſſembled. 
xvii. p. 1 that, whercas it is declared and <cnaQ- 
ny Le. ed by 4 ſtatute, made in the time of 
Annals, the raigne of king Edward the firſt, 
a commonly called Statutum de Tal- 
Jago win concedendo that no tallage or aide 
ſhould be laid or levied, by the king or his heirs, 
in this realm, without the good-will and aſſent 
of the archbiſhopps, biſhopps, earles, barons, 
knights, burgeſles, and other the freemen of the 
. e s this realme: and by authority of 
parliament houlden in the five and twentieth yere 
of the raigne of king Edward the third, it is de- 
clared and enacted, that from thenceforth no per- 
ſon ſhall be compelled to make any loanes to the 
king againſt his will, becauſe ſuch loanes were a- 
gaioſ reaſon, and the franchiſe of the land ; and 
y other lawes of this realme it is provided, that 
none ſhall be charged by any charge or impoſi- 
tion, called a benevolence, nor by ſuch like 
charge, by which the ſtatuts before- mentioned, 
and other good laws and ſtatuts of this realme, 
your ſubjects have inherited this freedom, that 
they ſhould not be compelled to contribute to 
any tax, tallage, aid, or other like charge, not ſett 
by common ee in parliament. 
Vet nevertheleſs of late, divers commiſſions, 
directed to ſundrie commiſſioners in ſeveral 
counties, with inſtructions, have been iſfued, by 


means 
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means whereof your people have bene in divers 
places aſſembled, "8 | required to lend certain 
ſums of money unto your majeſtie, and many of 
them upon their refuſal foe to doe, have had an 
oath adminiſtred unto them, not warrantable by 
the laws or ſtatuts ot this realme, and have been 
conſſrained to become bound to make appear- 
ance, and give attendance before your ptivic- 
councell, and in other places, and othersof them 
have bene therefore impriſoned, confined, and 
ſundrie other wayes moleſted and diſquieted: and 
d ers other charges have been laid and leavicd 
upon your people in ſeverall counties, by lord- 
lieutenants, deputic-lieutenants, commiſſioners 
for multers, juſtice of pcace, and others. by 
commaunde or direction from your majeſtie, or 
your privie- councell, againſt the lawes and free 
cuſtomes of the realme. 
* And where alfoc by the ſtatute called, The 
greate Charter of the Liberties of Eng- 
„ land, it is declared and cnacted, that 
no freeman may be taken or impriſon- 
ed, or be diſſcized of his freehold or liberties, or 
his free cuſtomes, or be outlawed or exiled, or 
in any manner deſtroyed, but by the lawfull 


ju ment of his peeres, or by the lawe of the 
and. 


And in the eight and twentieth yere of the 

— reigne of king Edward the Third, it 
3. 3: was declared and enacted by authoritie 
| of parliament, that no man of what c- 
ſtate or condition that he be, ſhould be put out 
of his lands or tenements, nor taken, nor impri- 
ſoned, nor diſherited, nor putt to death, without 
| | 1 88 being 
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being brought to anſwer by due ptoceſs of 
1 

66 Neterdhalch againſt the tenor of the faid 
ſtatuts, and other the good lawes and 1, Ede. ;. 
ſtatuts of your realme to that end pro- 18, 
vided, divers of your ſubjects have of 5. NF 
late beene impriſoned, without any juſt ;. Ls. 
cauſe ſhewed ; and when for their deli- 17 Rich. 2. 
verance they were brought before your 
juſtices, by your majeſty's writs of Habeus Cor- 
pus, thereto undergo and receive as the court 
ſhould order, and their keepers commaunded 
to certify the cauſes of their detayner ; noe cauſe 
was certified, but that they were detained b 
your majeſlies ſpecial commaund, ſignified by 
the lords of your privie-council, and yett were 
retorned back to ſcveral priſons without bein 
charged with any thinge to which they might 
make anſwcare according to the law. 

And whereas of late greate companies of 
ſouldiers and marriners have been diſperſed into 
divers counties of the realme, and the inhabi- 
rants againſt their wills have beene compelled to 
receive them into their houſes, and there to ſuf- 
fer them to ſojourn, againſt the lawes and cu- 
ſtomes of this realme, and-to the great grievance 
and vexation of the people. 

And whereas alſoe by authority of 

25 . 
parliament in the 2 5th yere of the raigne „ 
of kin Edward Ll. it is declared and ?; % 3 
ended, that noe man ſhould be fore- 5 Edv. 3. 


beende of lite or TRA . e the 1 Edv. 
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death, by the fame lawes and ſtatuts alſoc they 
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other the lawes and ſtatuts of this your 
realme, no man ought to be adjudged to death, 
but by the lawes eſtabliſhed in this your rcalme, 
either by the cuſtomes of the ſame realme, or 
by acts of parliaments: and whereas noe offend- 
er of what kind ſoever, is exempted from the 
proceedings to be uſed, and puniſhments to be 
mflited by the lawes and ſtatuts of this your 
realme ; nevertheleſs of late time, divers commiſ- 
fions under your majeſties great- ſeale have iſſued 
forth, by which certaine perſons have been aſ- 
figned and appointed commiſſioners, with power 


and authoritie to proceede within the land, ac- 


cording to the juſtice of martiall lawe againſt 
foclv ſouldiers and marriners, or other ditfolute 
perſons joyninge with them, as ſhould commit a- 
ny murder, robbery, felonie, mutiny, or other 
outrage or miſdemeanor whatſoever; and by ſuch 
fummary courſe and order as is agreeable to mar- 
tiall la we, and as is uſed in armies in time of 
war, to proceed to the tryal and condemnation 
of ſuch offenders, and them to cauſe to be exc- 
ented and putt to death according to the lawe- 
martial. | 

By pretext whereof, ſome of your majeſties 
ſubjects have bene by ſome of the ſaid commiſ- 
ſioners put to death, when and where, if by the 
laws and ſtatuts of the land, they had'deſerved 


might, and by noe other ought to hive been ju 
J3J3Cͥͤ ⅛];kèͤ * 
And alſo ſundtie grievous offendors by co- 
lour thereof, clayming an exemption, have eſca- 
ped the puniſhments dut to them by the lawes 
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and ſtatuts of this your realme, by reaſon that 
divers of your officers and miniſters of juſtice 
have unjultly refuſed, or forborne to proceed 
againſt ſuch offenders according to the ſame lawes 
and ſtatuts, upon pretence that the ſaid offenders 
were puniſhable only by martiall lawe, and by 
authority of ſuch commiſſions as aforeſaid 3 
which commiſſions, and all others of like nature, 
are wholly and directlie contra to the laid 

lawes and ſtatuts of this your realm. 
++. They do therefore humbly pray Th Petition 
your moſt excellent majeltie, that no man hertaf- 
ter be compelled to make or yeild any gift, loane, 
beneyolence, tax, or ſuch like charge, without 
common conſent by act of parliament; and that 
none be called to make anſweare, or take ſuch 
oath, or to give attendance, or be confyned, or 
otherwiſe moleſted or diſquicted concerning the 
fame, or for refuſall thereof; and that no free- 
man, in any ſuch manner as before- mentioned, 
be impriſoned or detayned: and that your maje- 
tie would be pleaſed to remove the ſaid ſouldiers 
and marriners, and that your people may not be 
burthened in the tyme to come: and that the 
aforeſaid commiſſions for proccedinge by martiall 
la we, may be revoaked and annulled ; and that 
hereafter,, no commiſſions of like nature may 
iſſue forth to any perſon or perlons whatſoever, 
to be executed as aforeſaid, leaſt by colour of 
them, any of your majeſties ſubjeas 5 deſtroyed 
or put to death. contrary to the laws and fran- | 

chiſe-of the land. 

All which they moſt humbly pray of your 
moſt excellent majeſtic, as their tights and liberties, 
ac 
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according to the laws and ſtatuts of this realme: 
and that your majeſtie would alſoe vouchſafe to 
declare, that the awardes, doings and proceedings 
to the prejudice of your people in any of the pre- 
miſſes, ſhall dot be drawne hereatter into conſe- 
quence or that example: and your majeity would 


be alſo grachobuſly pleaſed, tor the further comfort 


and ſafetie of your people, to declare your royal 
will and pleaſure, that in the things aforeſaid, ail 
your officers and miniſters ſhall ſerve you. accord- 
ing to the laws and ſtatuts of this realme, as they 
tender the honour of your majcity and the proſpe- 
rity of this kingdom ” ITC MT 11 
The {tate of the nation in the reign of Charles, 
was, perhaps, more convulſed, than it is at prefent; 
but the diſeaſe was not then ſo dangerous. Pub- 
lic virtue, and an attachment to common-weal, 
were more prevalent, and the method of ma- 
naging members of parliament, by places and 
penſions, was not then deviſed. - The ſovereign, 
at this time, kept his favours for a few ſelect per- 
ſons, and neglected the commons; which, in the 
end, proved his own ruin. But at preſent, the 
repreſentatives of the people, are more at the de- 
votian of the court, and the cords of flavery, are 
formally twiſted about the necks of the ſubjects, 
by al — ive power. It is now in the power 
of the — to make ſlavery as good law, as any 


in the ſtatutes: For though no legiſlative autho- 


rity can, lawfully, make ſtatutes contrary to the 
principles of the Eng/i/h conſtitution ; yet they 


can enforce their own acts, in the ſame manner, 


and deſtroy the efficacy of the one by the other. 
There is only one thing which remains, and is in 
the 


The FREEMENS MAGAZINE. 17 


the power of free Engliſhmen to do ; and that is, 
at the next general election, to refuſe to be 
bribed, and to make choice of none to repreſent 
them in parliament, who will not give it under 
their hands publickly, that they will endeavour 
to have all thoſe laws repealed which are contra- 
ry to the liberties of the ſubjects If this is not 
done, the inhabitants of Br:tain muſt be ſlaves. 
The real want of concern for national libert 

is truly alarming ; and the changeableneſs of pre- 
tended patriots, argues a {ad degeneracy of princi- 

le among perſons in high rank. How frequent- 
y do we now fee ſenators, who have harangued 
for hours in behalf of freedom, in the great aſ- 
ſembly of the nation, become the bubbles of a 
miniſter, for a paultry penſion, or the promiſe of 
a place? It will be impoſſible to prevent this 
growing evil, unleſs the next parliament ſhall 
pleaſe to eſtabliſh a law againſt all places and pen- 
ſions being enjoyed by members of the houſe of 
commons. 


A Copy of the Articles of the Bill of Rights. 


Rb | HAT the pretended power of ſu— 

ſpending of laws, or execution of 
laws, by regal authority, without conſent of par- 
lament, is illegal. 

4 2. That the pretended power of diſpenſing 
with laws, or the execution of laws, by regal au- 
thority, as it hath been aſſumed and exerciſed of 

late, is illegal. | : 

« 3. That the commiſſion for erecting the late 
court of commiſſions for eccleſiaſtical caules, ap 

C a 


: 
: 
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all other commiſſions and courts of the like na- 
tare, are illegal and pernicious. 

« 4. That the levying of money for or to the 
ule of the crown, by pretence of prerogative, 
without grant of parliament, for longer time, or 
in any other manner than the ſame is, or ſhall be 
granted, 1s illegal. 

« 5. That it is the right of the ſubjects to pe- 
tition the king, and all commitments and pro- 
ſecutions for ſuch petitioning, are illegal. 

6. That the raiſing or keeping a landing ar- 
my within the kingdom in time of peace, unleſs 
it be with conſent of parliament, is againſt law. 

« 7, That the ſubjects which are proteſtants, 
may have arms for their defence, ſuitable to their 
condition, and as allowed by law. 

8. That election of members of parlia- 
ment ought to be free 

« 9. That the freedom of ſpeech. and debates 
or proccedings in parliament, ought not to be 
impeached or queſtioned, in any court or Place 
out of parliament. 

*« 10 That exceſlive bail ought not to be re- 
quired, nor exceſſive fincs impoſed, nor cruel 
and unuſual puniſhments inflicted. 

*. 11. That jurors ought to be duly empannel- 
led, and returned ; and] jurors, which paſs upon 
men in trials for high. treaſon, ought to be free- 
holders. 

12. That all grants and promiſes. ot fines 
and forfeitures of particular perſons, before con- 
vietion, are illegal and void. 

K'1 3: And that for redreſs of all grievances, 
and for the amending o, |trengthning, and preſerv- 
ing 
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ing ot the laws, parliaments ought to be held fre- 


quently.” 


—— — ——— > — — — 4» 


The following ſenſible Letter, direed to the Free- 
Dolders and Freemen, of the ſeveral Counties, 
Cities and Towns corporate, in Great Britain, 
accaſtoned by ſome late Proceedings at Elections 
Parliament, particularly of the city of Dur- 
ham, by a Freehboider of the County, and a legal 
Freeman of the City, will, we apprehend, be 
very acceptable to our Readers, as it diſcuſſes, in 
a mauly and ſpirited Manner, the 'Rights uf 
the Subjects, and expoſes the preſent T heory of” 
5 in a Stile worthy of a firſt Wri- 

er. 


GENTLEMEN, 


"HE generous ſtruggle which hath been of 
1 late made, for the independency of the 
county and city of Durham ; and the extraordi- 
nary attempts, which have been made to deſtroy 

it in both, are matters of too ſerious conſideration 
to be paſſed over in ſilence. | 
A worthy freeman of Newcaflle faw this fo 
clearly, that ſoon after the laſt election at Dur- 
ham, he addreſſed his brethren in a public man- 
ner, which, I humbly conceive, deferved their 
moſt particular notice, as well as that of their 
repreſentatives, and body of magiſtracy : But, 
too melancholy it is, that nothing has been done 
in conſequence of it; at leaſt, nothing hath yet 
appeared to the public. I am, therefore, induc- 
ed to addreſs myſelf to the whole body of free- 


holders, 
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holders, and freemen, of the ſeveral counties, ci- 
ties, and towns-corporate, in Great-}ritain, and 
to offer ſome plain thoughts on the laſt procced- 
ings at the election of a member for the city. I 
mean not to enter minutely into the merits of 
the caſe, as they are ſufficiently known to many; 
and, by this time, I ſuppoſe, the true ſtate is 
printed, and delivered to moſt of the ſupreme 
judges, before whom itis appointed to be heard, 
upon the fourth day of May next. At preſent, 
the proceedings complained of, appear the conſe- 
quence of a manifeſt intention, to deprive the 
freemen of the city of Durham, of their ancient 
right of chuſing their own repreſentatives, and 
to inveſt the power in the magiſtrates only, or, 

erhaps, in the returning officer for the time 
Loki: But, before I proceed further, give me 
leave to premiſe, that it is not for the liberties 
and privileges of the city of Durham alone we 
are to contend, but it is for that liberty, which 
produces, to every Engliſhman, all civil virtue, 
happineſs, and moral excellency ; and the loſin 
of which, would be followed by baſeneſs and 
miſery ! 

As one of the number 945 for the county, 
and 2 legal freemen of the city, I claim a right, 
and think it my duty, to proteſt, and to make 
ſome public remonſtrance againſt the ſteps, which 
have been taken, to rob me of an immunity, 
which I have hitherto looked upon as of very 


_ conſiderable value. But, alas, gentlemen, with- 


out your aſſiſtance, what does this amount to ? 


It hes upon you, to give motion to the machine. 


You are the firſt ſprings, and it is you only, who 
x 2 muſt 
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muſt give life to the cauſe. I entreat you then, 
gentlemen, to be active in your reſpective counties, 
cities, and towns-corporate, Examine whether 
your reprelentatives are, or are not, attendin 
the public buſineſs of parliament ; and, with al 
modeſty and humility, let them know, it is their 
incumbent duty, to attend this public, this na- 
tional concern. By parliaments (ſays a learned 
and ingenious author) © Liberty is preſerved; 
and whoſoever has the honour to fit in thoſe aſ- 
ſemblies, accepts of a moſt ſacred and impor- 
tant truſt ; to the diſcharge of which, all his vi- 
gilence, all his application, all his virtue, and all 
his faculties, are neceſſary, and he is bound. by 
all rhe conſiderations, that can affect a worth 
mind, by all the ties that can bind a human ſoul, 
to attend faithfully, and carefully upon this great 
and comprehenſive duty: A duty, which, as it 
is honeſtly or faithfully executed, determines the 
fate of millions, and brings proſperity or miſery 
upon nations” To this great and important du- 
ty, let us humbly implore their aid. We have 
conferred upon them the higheſt honour, and 
the greatelt truſt, namely, the protection of our 
liberties and fortunes; nay, of life itſelf. Surely 
then we have a juſt right to their aſſiſtance in 
every difficulty, and national diſtreſs; and in 
this, I hope, I am juſtified, by the ſame learned 
and ingenious author, (who has done honour to 
his country) in his addreſs to a Britiſh parlia- 
ment. Every man, ſays he, whom you repre- 
ſent, has a right to apply to, and to petition you 
for your protection and redreſs ; and with mo- 
deſty and humility, to complain of his own or 
| | Py. Fo 
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his country's ſuffering ; and by virtue of this un- 
doubted right, I addreſs to you, in my own be- 
half, and in the behalf of millions of my fellow- 
ſubjects, who next to God, and our gracious 
ſovereign, are to receive their preſervation, and 
whole happineſs from your breath. Your own 
onal ſecurity too, is nearly linked and blend- 
ed with theirs ; for you can make no laws, coun- 
tenance no corruptions, nor bring or ſuffer any 
miſchiefs upon your country, but what muſt 
fall upon yourſelves, and your poſterity ; and for 
theſe reaſons, as well as from your known prin- 
ciples of honour and virtue, I affure myſelf, that 
you will act for your own and the public inte- 
reſt.” Happy then are we, in being under the 
care and preſervation of the faithful commons of 
Great Britain, upon whom we may ſafely de- 
pend, and from the juſtice, of our cauſe, may ex- 
pect to ſec liberty long preſerved to a free 
people. 
on here is no doubt but the abettors, and their aſ- 
ſociates, will endeavour to palliate, and, perhaps, 
to vindicate every meaſure they have taken : The 
principals will alledge, that they have not acted 


contrary to the conſtitutional charter; that they 


had a right, at any time, to create a new common 
,council, change their town clerk, and by one 
bye · law, to repcal every former one; conſtitut- 


ing ſuch new rules and orders, as they, in their 


eat wildom, faw tit; and could do all this, 
with or without the concurrence, privity, or aſ- 
ſent, of the major part of the commonality, 
how legally free ſoever; and likely too, they 
may ſtrive to falve ſcrupulous reflections, with 
| | hopes, 
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hopes, that the affair, when under ſcrutiny, may 
turn upon ſome nice point, which, by their in- 
fluence with power, may ſo determine, as to give 
ſanction to al they have done. But whatſoe- 
ver they think, or whatſover their ſavourers may 
effect for them, no impartial breaſt, can, at pre- 
ſent, approve. That the law, in ſome caſes, dif- 
fers from equity, we need no proſicient to ex- 
plain; but good and honeſt men, will never ſeek 
to wreſt the true good intent of them, to ſerve 
the purport of arbitrary wrong, We know 
ſome few honorary freemen have been, from 
time to time, admitted in almoſt every town-cor- 
porate in England; but then the perſons had mo- 
rited this favour from the people, by eminent 
ſervice to their country, or to the place which, 
conferred the freedom; but in the doing of this, 
we read not of any chief magiſtrate creating a 
new common: council, turning out a town clerk, 
and breaking the eſtabliſhed guild juſt at the eve 
of an election, and giving up the privileges to fifties, 
and hundreds, (without regard to ſtations, cha- 
raters, or conditions of Men) in order to bring 
in a member right or wrong; but that ſuch hath 
been the caſe at Durham, is but too plain, and 
the flagrancy muſt ſurely be condemned by every 
honeſt, every thinking man. No leſs a number 
than two hundred and fifteen names appear in the 
printed liſts of the new created votes, diſtinguiſh- 
ed under the ſeveral claſſes of eſquires, gentlemen, 
clergymen, military officers, officers of the reve- 
nue, attorneys, agents, ſcrvants, tenants, mer- 
chants, mechanicks, and others of inferior order. 
Far be it from me, to offer the leaſt perſonal a- 


buſe ; 
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buſe ; let the laws of my country alone publiſh 
the names of offenders, and fix the diſtinguſhed 
epithets they deſerve Their actions are open 
to mine, and the public cenſure 

However, ſlightingly many people may think 
on this matter, it will appear of a nature ſerious 
to every well-wiſher of his country. As I be- 
fore ſaid, it concerns not the rights and privile- 
ges of the Freemen of Durham only ; the bad 
contagion may hereafter reach the rulers of o- 


ther corporations, and in the end, prove fatal to 


all national freedom in the people. * Spoiled of 
their moſt valuable prerogative of electing their 
own repreſentatives, how wide a door may o- 
pen to the worſt confuſion ? Deſtroying that un- 
animity, that mutual confidence, without which 
we muſt not expect laſting quiet at home, or hap- 
py ſucceſs in war. But God forbid, this mould 
ever be the ſtate, the affliction of Britons! The 
rather, to prevent it, let us implore the royal pro- 
tection: Beſt to cruſh the adder in its embrio- 
ſtate, if we would have nothing to dread from 
its future poiſon. | 

Such of the legal Freemen, who, by the rage 
of party, have been led to the ſtrange inconſiſt- 
ancy of voting the downfall of their enfran- 
chiſements, may (if general Lambton ſucceed in 
his endeavours to reſtore them) have opportunity 
of acting otherwiſe hereafter. It will then be 
happy, it they are cautious how they receive the 
flattering infinuations of ill deſigning men. Skil- 


led in evaſions, they palliate the moſt unfair pro- 


ccedings ; . trampling on laws they aim at, when 
theſe ſtand in the way of their wrong ambition. 
2 Let 
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Let us all remember, that the worſt conſequences 
may be ever dreaded from a combination of 
weak heads and bad hearts: The ignorance in 
the one ſort. being a fit baſis for the ſiniſter 
views and prvjetts of the other. 

It is common at elections to find men give. 
their voice contrary to their inclination and 
judgment; and this they alledge was done by 
the order, or at the requeſt, of perſons to whom 
they have becn obliged for favours. But, in the 
name of liberty, ought any conſideration to com- 
pel us to chuſe one for a member of parliament 
whom we doubt incapable of being a true guar- 
dian, of what we hold moſt dear? The youngeſt 
man amongſt us, mult certainly be ſo ſar read in the 
hiſtory and conſtitution of our country, as to be 
ſenſible, what high advantages we derive from this 
ineſtimable eg of chuſing our own repreſent- 
atives; a bleſſing, ſecured to us, by the wiſdom 
and reſolution of glorious anceſtors. How te- 
nacious then . ought we to be of it, and with 
what care ought we to guard againſt the encroach- 
ments of overbearing power, flagrant, or dil- 
guiſed? Filled with the jult idea, we can have no 
real difficulty to encounter at any election. If 
the candidates are unequal to each other, in point 
of property, principle, or capacity, we can ne- 
ver heſitate which to reject. If their qualifica- 
tions be fit and equal, we have then only to fix 
our promiſe, as led by friendſhip or acquaintance, 
and abide. by it, with firmneſs, and endeavours 
of ſincerity; without a ſervile regard to our 
own private lucte ; aſſured, that he who is wor- 


thy to be the guardian of what we ſo much value, 
D will 


6K TRY 


— —— — — — — — " 


ö "> 


26 The FRrrufxs' Macazine, 


will be incapable of reſenting, or even conftra- 
ing as an affrontive, our appearance {or his op- 
ponent. He will have the fame tender regard for 
our national wellfare, and will deem it his duty 
to ſtudy and promote the happineſs of all, as well 
thoſe who did not, as thoſe who did, poll for 
him. Who parts from this principle of humani- 
ty and benevolence, is no proper repreſentative 
of a free people, howſocver otherwiſe diflinguiſh- 
ed by title or fortune. It muſt be conteſt, that 
by ſome fatality or caprice, in our cuſtoms, very 
unreputable doings are frequent at moſt of our 
elections. The bribery, the low artifices prac- 
tiſed to obtain a majority of votes; the unſet- 
tled principles, and unfaithfulneſs of many vot- 
ers; the extravagant expence impoſed upon can- 
didates, are circumſtances that reflect no honour 
on a people rightly zcalous to preſerve their free- 
dom; to the total loſs of which, nothing will 
ſooner contribute, than a wilful abuſe of it. 
Honeſty is ſtill the beſt policy; and although 
the adhering to it, may ſometimes injure our 
circumſtances on the one fide, it cannot fail of 
bringing in the end much comfort, if not a lu- 
erative compenſation on the other. Better to 
live an Epifetus in rags, than be a villain in 
lace or honour. That hero in morality, hath 
aid it down as 2 maxim, that he who parts with 
his integity and modeſty, under a pretence of 
promoting the public good, will be leſs capable 
of ſerving his country, when he is grown knaviſh 
. A  Hor in 74 | 
5 (To be continued.) | 


* 
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Advice to the Freemen of Newcaſtle. 


"HE power which you was generouſly 

pleaſed, for the laſt ſeven years, to com- 
mit. to two men, who have diſpiſed your inſtruc- 
tions, will, in a ſhort time, again be your own, 
You will undoubtedly, at that time, remember - 
how your ſervants have uſed you, and give them 
a final diſcharge. Men of ſuch dubious charac- 
ters, ought not to be truſted with ſuch important 
concerns as the liberties of Engliſhmen. If your 
paſt experience does not teach you wiſdom, in 
your choice of members of parliament, let at 
leaſt your love for the liberties of your country, 
make you cautious in a future election. Thoſe 
men who have abuſed your confidence, and have 
made daring attempts upon yournaturalrightsand 
properties, by endeayouring to wreſt from you 
the means of ſupporting your widows and fa- 
therleſs children, are no longer worthy of your 
regard. Under the ſanction of the good Sir — 
—, your right of common was almoſt forcibly 
wreſted out of your hands. The worthy man 
with all the pious pretenſions to charity and 
benevolence, with the arbitrary domination 
of a feudal tyrant, had the aſſurance to put in a 
chim of 1 over your unalienable rights and 
paſſeſſions, and as far as arbitrary power, con- 


trary to law, could proceed, had in farm let, by 
the aid of his common- council, the property 
af the freemen of Newcaftle. It is true, that he 
was yaur mayor, and chief magiſtrate, and from 
a pretenſion of chartered authority, wanted to 
rob you of your rights: But he, who in 5 
| | Cha- 
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character of a chief magiſtrate, will attempt to 


plunder the rights of his majeſty's ſubjects. is 


not to be truſted with their concerns in a Bri- 
tiſh houſe of commons. I hear the ſoothing . a- 
pology, that the worthy Sir , meant not 
to deprive the poor freemen of their rights and 
oſleſſions: But why was he fo obſtinate in 
beinging on a law ſuit, and in putting the town to 
luch a monſtrous expence ? If he intended only 
to amuſe himſclt with a little diverſion, he took a 
far too ſerious method of proceeding in his ſport. 
What would any perſon ſuppoſe his' meaning to 
be, when, with an unrelenting obſtinacy, he car- 
ried his jeſt ſo far as to bring it beſore the judges 
of aſſize, where ſeveral hundreds of pounds, be- 
longing to the freemen of Newcaſtle, were de- 
—_— by the ſharks of the law, and will never 
return back again to cither the freemen or the 
town hatch. | Wali, 2661 
If this pious bt, intended only to hum- 
ble the pride of the freemen, and to make them 
ſubmit to his ſtewardſhip of their own property, 
that the perquiſites of the Ton- moor, might paſs 
among the reſt of his ollenſible charities, he un- 
doubtedly mcant too much. This was rather an 
abundance of officiouſneſs. And it appears a- 
mazingly ſtrange, that the advocates for this good 
b— t, ſhould inſiſt upon his good intentions, 
when his practice declared his meaning ſo viſi- 
bly. For all his charities and public A 
tions, he has had his reward: The applauſe of 
the public for his good deeds, is a ſufficient com- 
penſation. This aerial nutriment has long been 
2 pleaſing repaſt to the b —t of — n, 
| tn, 
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which no humane perlon will ever envy him. 
But will all thoſe oſtentatious charities be conſi- 
dered as a ſufficient attonement for his late at- 


tempts of an open robbery which he intended 
to commit upon the Town-moor ? And what ag- 
gravates the the degree of this deſigned oppreſ- 
ſion, is the attempt to make the laws of Eng- 
land patronize it. The bringing of this matter 
to an iſſue at law, loudly declared that ſome per- 
ſons were ſerious in their intentions of having 
the Totun-moor into their own hands, that they 
might parcel out the perquiſites among their obe- 
dient creatures, who were ready to bow down 
to the dagon of their arbitrary authority. 

I ſuppoſe that the freemen of Newcaſtle have 
not forgotten, that the ſame perſon, who was 
the head of this party of oppreſſion, who meant 
to deprive them of their property, with the great- 
eſt piety and patriotiſm, voted for general war- 
rants, and ſet up his own right of judgment in 
oppoſition to their right of inſtructions. Theſe 
are things, which you. . gentlemen, can neither 
forgive nor forget. They arc public inſults up- 
on national liberty, which are unpardonable by 
the public. Private offences may be forgiven ; 
but an attack upon the laws and conſtitution of 
Britain, cannot be paſſed over without a public 
ſatisfaction. | * * 

The other gentleman, to whom you have 
committed the concerns of your corporation, in 
parliament, can ſcarcely now impoſe upon you. 
His benefactions have never dazzled the eyes of 
the public, and his tergiverſation is too well un- 
derſtood now to be doubted. Beware of ous 
oth, 
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both, and ſtudy your own intereſt. Againſt the 
approaching election, look out for ſome more 
worthy men, but do not truſt them without the 
ſtrongeſt aſſurances of their intentions to purſue 
your inſtructions. If you ſuffer yourſelves to 
be bribed, cajoted, or deccived, you deſerve to 


be ſlaves for ever. JUNIUS. 


— ——— 
We following Letter, which breathes a Spirit of 
Freedom, and appears to us to have been writ- 
ten by a maſlerly Hand, will, we make nb 
Doubt. be acceptable tn many of our Subſtribers, 

e would be glad of this Gentleman fu- 

ture Favours. 

To the Editors of the Freemens“ Magazine. 
-.- GENTLEMEN, TING 
youu Hinking ſlate, as in à ſinking ſhip, all vi- 

gnur, care, and perſeverance, ſhould be ex- 


erted: An indolent deſpair that public ruin is in- 


evitable, or ſupine confolation that we are only 
eugers in the republic, are equally culpable 
and ridiculous. Kingdoms and ſlates have been 
faved, when it has been thought nothing but 
miracles could have preſeryed them. The brave 
inflexible reſolutions of honeft, good, and wiſe 
men, who tenacioully perſevere in their attempts 
to free an oppreſied people, will meet with ſuc- 
ceſs in the ent. $093 41194 22 
The late noble ſtruggles of the freedom of 
Nezucaſtle, have demonſtrated what may be done 
with vigilance. and aſſiduity. Tho there may 
de ſome men abandoned and corrupt enough to 
130 | deſert 
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deſert the public cauſe, proſtitute their honour, 
and impoſe on the people; yet the ill uſe they 
have made of the bet principles, is no reaſon 
why thoſe principles ſhould be laid aſide. Some 
indeed fay in their hearts, all men are rogues ; 
but I think, none but a rogue will think ſo. 

As oppoſition to bad men, and bad meaſures, 
are neceſſary, there never was one more neceſlary 
than at preſent; for our foreign and domeſtie 
affairs were never in a worſe poſture, and our 
members of parliament who ought to be the 
guardians of our natural rights, tread them un- 
der foot with impunity. 

It requires therefore a ſteadineſs in the electors 
of Great-Britain to chooſe gentlemen to repre- 
fent them, of known integrity, who will be vi- 
gilant within doors, and ffrenuous without, leaſt, 
peradventure, greater ills befall us. It was 
therefore, with infinite pleaſure, that I faw laſt 
week in the public papers, your advertiſement, 
as I think your plan is calculated to baffle the 
deſigns of a ſet of men, who has theſe many 
years endeavoured to enſlave the free burgeſſes 
of Newcaſlle. 

April 28, 1774. MaRcus AuRELTus. 


— 
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GENTLEMEN, | 

Your promiſed Impartiality has determined me te 

ſend you the following Obſervation, - which you 
will pleaſe t inſert inthe Hrecmens Magazine, 

An Advice to Patriots, ert 

"PHE fair name of Liberty has in all ages, been 

made a cloak for deſigns which have in 

| their 
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their execution iſſued in the greateſt ſlavery. Men 
who are not virtuous in principle, will do with 
Liberty, as with all other things, make it ſub- 
ſervient to their intereſt, paſſions, and appe- 
tites. The preſent race of patriots (a very * 
excepted) are, by their own behaviour, a bur- 
leſque upon the name of freedom. Their man- 
ner of ſupporting the conſtitution of England by 
cating and drinking, and waſting their time, and 
their money, tends to create habits which will 
make even a virtuous man in time, a ſlave to his 
own appetites, and render him incapable of doing 
his duty to the community, or his own immedt- 
ate connections. It is not without reaſon that 
ſome have refuſed to promote this noble cauſe in 
connection with particular characters who are 
engaged in its defence; for their licentious man- 
ner of proceeding, gives ground for ſuſpicion, 
that their end in ſupporting freedom, is to be 
free from all obligations of moral conſideration. 
The patriots of 1641, were ſober, religious per- 
fons, they acted from principles of conſcience, 
and were regular in their deportment. Hamb- 
den, Whitelock, Pym, Pryn, and others, were 
perſons whoſe moral character, and zeal for reli- 
gion, kept pace with their political carcer, and 
they. were as zealous for the cauſe of God, as 
they were for the intereſt of men: While perſons 
profeſling a love for their country, indulge them- 
ſelves in the luxuries of the age, and are ſtran- 
gers to that ſelf-denial which is inſeparably con- 
nected with virtuous patriotiſm, their profeſſion 
will not be ſufficient to give a ſanction to the 
character they aſſume. | . 
1 | There 
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There is one ſpecies of licentiouſneſs which is 
Inconſiſtent with true patriotiſm, and that is a 
wanton, exhibition of thoſe characters which act 
in oppoſition to our views of liberty, when they 
are otherwiſe reſpectable and praiſe-worthy. 
Sir W-— B has been the object of this kind of 
wantoneſs for theſe ſeven years paſt; But though 
his views may have been different from thoſe 
who have abuſed hin, he certainly delerves ſome 
better treatment as a gentleman, and a humane 
benefactor of the indigent and diſtreſſed: Thoſe 
who think him wrong, ought to reaſoa with 
him, but it is illiberal and unjuſt to expoſe him 
to contempt, by a partial exhibition of his cha- 
rater. Ihe leaſt that is, due to him is, that his 
virtues and failings be fairly balanced, and cha- 
rity exerciſed with reſpe&t to his infirmities. 
Though he may have votcd erroncouſly on ſome 
occaſions in the houſe of commons, yet as he 
never was a penſioner, it cannot be conceived 
that he meancd to ruin his country, when he 
himſelf has ſo much to loſe, and mult bea prin- 
cipal ſufferer. Sir W—— has never looked up 
to the throne for preferment, nor ſolicited fa- 
vours, from any miniſter ſince he was a member 
of parliament, and it may be truely faid that he is 
independent, Some particular miſtakes and (/u- 
man eft errare) ought not to be conſtrued as ge- 
neral principles: 1 would therefore adviſe the 
1 of Liberty to conſider what becomes 
themſelves, and What is due to the character of 
Sir /— B. and not throw forth ſquibs of re- 
proach againſt a man, who, as far as reaſon can 
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judge, cannot hurt his country, without ruining 


hiniſelf. 
A Friend to Truth and Liberty. 


Cs tas. at. Si 6 3" FOR, 
"i * + - 


Anecdotes from Lettres Curicuſes fur diver s 
Sujets. 

N HE Jews of Metz having offered the 
1 Marechal de la Ferte a fam of money to 


obtain a favour of him; I deſpi/e, (faid he) every 


thing that comes from Ihe deſcundanta of thoſe who 
ut their divine Maſter to death. But the Jews 
having trebled the ſum, he-granted their requeſt, 
faying, that their forefathers knew not what they 
did when they crucified Jeſus Chrif. 13 
An attorney and his wife went together to 
confeſs their ſins: She confeſſed firſt. The prieſt 
falling aſleep about the end of the confeſſion, 
ſhe went away, thinking that ſhe had been ab- 
ſolved. Ihe huſband went afterwards, and per- 
ceiving that the confeſſor was afleep, he aſked 
him two or three times whether he heard: him; 
The prieſt awaking, and being aſhamed of his 
flumber, anſwered, '* Madam, I hear you very 
well, you juſt now told me, that the chief clerk 
of your huſband, does very often cuckold him.” 
Ob/cruations on the Court of France. 
There is no ſincerity at Court, but ill- offices 
done privately, great vexations under the a 

pearance of mirth, modeity puffed up with pride. 
A man is not allowed to expreſs his love nor his 
duty; he is never allowed to ſpeak as he thinks. 
One muſt know how to conceal his ſentiments, 
how 
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how to praiſe or hate according to the judgment 
of others. What ate the principles of a courtier ? 
To flatter his enemics, and deſtroy them; to 
make uſe of his friends when they are uſeful, 
and to forſake them when they want him; 
to promile any thing in order to pet a place, 
and to forget every thing when he has got it; 
to repay benefirs with words, ſervices with pro- 
miſes, debts with threatenings. Pleaſure is more 
dangerous at court becauſe it is more lively; de- 
{traction more dreadful becauſe it is nice; ambi- 
tion more eager becauſe it is fupported by birth, 
intereſt, and addreſs; fortune is worſhipped at 
court, and yet complained of; merit is praiſed 
and neglected; what is heard there is a lie; 
what is ſeen is a deluſion. 

This deſcription of the court of France, may 
be applied to fome other courts as well as to that 
of the grand monarch. 


Prejudices of education conſidered, from Let- 
tres Choiſes de Mr Simon Tyſſot de patat Pro- 
| feſeur Ordinaire en Mathematiques dans | 
Leote Illaſtre de Deventer en Over Hel. 
r 
IT is in vain for us to ſet up for free thinkers, 
The natural weakneſſes fomented by education, 
in our tender age, leave ſuch deep veſtiges in our 
brain, that years of diſcretion cannot wholly ef- 
face them. We endeavour in vain to forget the idle 
ſtories of aur nurſes, and to get out of that error, 
which has been rooted in our minds by an account. 
of the light of ſome imaginary phantoms ; as ſoon 
as an Object offers itſelf to our eyes in which we 
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diſcover ſomething extraordinary and the true 
cauſe whereof is not immediately known to us, 
we cannot forbcar to aſcribe it either ro a ſuper- 
natural principle, or to demons; or at leaſt to re- 
main in doubt. 

It is now a fortnight ſince a gentleman, who 
is a friend of mine, and lives two ſmall leagues 
from this city, having invited me to go and dine 
at his houſe, I went out of town as ſoon as the 
gates were opened, that is between four and five 
in the morning, that I might avoid the heat, and 
enjoy the pleafure of the country all the day. As 
was crofling a coppice ſeven or eight hundred 
werd long, I faw, upon the beaten road, the fol- 
owing characters, very neatly drawn, and about 


ſive inches in length: ST. D. P. Y. M. O. N. V. 


A deſire of diſcovering the ſigniſication of thoſe 
letters, made me ſtop ; I conſidered them with 


great application, and found that the ſeven up- 


per ones were the initial letters of my name, and 
profeſſion. (Sim. Ty/Jot. de Patat Prof. Ma— 
hem. Ordinarius. | 
At firſt I was ſtruck with amazement, I knew 
not to what I might aſcribe the cauſe of that 
writing, in a place which appeared to me fo lit- 
tle frequented. A thouſand chimeras came into 
my head upon this occafion ; but it was worſe 
ſill, when after having racked my brains to find 
out the mcaning of the two Jaſt letters, placed 


under the others, I had a ſtrong fancy that they 


ſignified non ultra. I muſt not tell a lie. I was 
un-afy at it, and felt an emotion, which did ve- 
ry much increaſe, when a magpie, perching upon 
a trec, juſt by me, cried out ſuddenly, two or 
three 
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three times, one after another, Myn Heer Salt 
gelagh betale m, My maſter ſhall pay the recktning, 
and then flew away. This circumſtance con- 
founded me, and made me believe that I was 
threatened with ſome difatter. I could not con- 
ccive that all theſe things were natural ; I found 
them too myſterious, and knew not what courſe 
to take. 

As I was now and then looking back to ſee 
whether any body came, I perceived a man who 
ran up to me as faſt as he could, with a great 
knife in his hand: That man, who at firſt ſeem- 
ed to me to be a phantom, was bareheaded, and 
ill-combed ; his eyes were red and hollow ; he 
had a large hawked noſe, and a very long beard; 
he was prodigiouſly lean; without ſtockings or 
ſhoes, and partly wrapt up with a ſorry white blan- 
ket. Though I had a good ſword, yet I did 
not find myſelf bold cnough to expect that fu- 
rious man, as | would doubtleſs have done upon 
any other occaſion, 1 ſtepped into the wood to 
make way for him; he was ſcarcely gone beyond 
the place where I ſtood before, when I heard 
the voice of many pcople, who called that wretch 
as loud as ever they could. Whercupon, ſtep— 
ping forward, I ſaw two men and a woman, who 
ran full ſpeed, and appeared to me to be very 
much alarmed : I enquired into the reaſon of it, 
and was informed by thoſe peaſants, that they 
were the, brothers of that poor wretch, that he 


had been out of his ſenſes, and ſormetiines mad 
for many years, and that therefore they kept 
him chained ; that he had broke Jooſe, and that 
before he ran away, he had got into the ny 
an 
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and taken a knife, with which they were afraid 
he would do ſome miſchief ; and for this reaſon 
they had been running after him half an hour 
without being able to overtake him. The joy 
I was in with being with ſome of my fellow- 
creatures, put me upon a good work; I attended 
thoſe poor people, and helped them to execute 
their charitable deſign, and indeed we compaſled 
it in a little time. My ſword, of which he was a- 
fraid, and my * him that no harm ſhould 
be done to him, conttibuted very much to it. 
In the mean time we were got out of the wood, 
and before I left them, I ſaw Spyker Bos. I 
ſoon came thither, but the cagerneſs with which 
every body endeavoured to procure me fome di- 
verſion, made me forget for ſome time what had 
happened to me in my journey. 
(To be continued.) 


r tha. at th 


Previous to the Enlargement of Mr Wilkes from the King's 
Bench Priſon, when Preparations were making in vatious 

Parts of the Kingdom, to celebrate that Day, we find the ſol- 
lowing Ode appeared in the London Evening Poſt, compoſed 
for the Occaſion, and ſaid to be performed in Liberty-Hall, 
Newcaſtle, by a Party, denominatgd the Capadoſian So- 
ciaty. | | 


Olle for the Day of Mr Wilkes's Enlargement. 
: RECITATIVE. 


AIL to the roſy morn, whoſe ray | 
With luſtre brings the auſpicious Ca7; 

T hat wakes the chearful wile 
Lo, yonder ſtands from bondage free, 
The darling ſon of Liberty, 

The patriot of our ile! 


- In 
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In vain emerged Britain from the main, 


In vain are Magna Charta and her laws; 
If at the nod of a deteſted thane, 


Czleſtial Liberty e er loſe her cauſe. 


. * 
CHORUS. 
F 


Let praiſe undue, to art belong, 
'Tis truth alone, ſublimes our ſong. 


REciTaTivE. 


In Wilkes, the patriot's fire we ſee, 

In Wilkes, the friend to Liberty: 
'Tis he, who cowards terms ne'er yet could pleaſe, 
Who never could be bought or won with oof 

Hither Flora, quickly bring IN 
Choiceſt produce of the ſpring; 
Strew the ſweeteſt in his way, 

Fly and vivify the day. 


AIR. 


Ye birds that ſkim the ærial ſphere, 
Ye tenants of the deep, 
Ye beings all of mortal race, 
Duhhat walk, or crawl, or creep: | 
Tho” dumb to others” praiſe in chearful play, 
Go celebrate this great, this ploricus day, 


= 


4 4 
RECITATIVE. | 


at q 
Ye oceans, tivers, lakes, and rills, 


Ye vallies, mountains, plains, and hills, 
That circumſcribe the earth; 

This day be liquid regions ſtill, 

This day let lawns with verdure fill, 
This day gives FREEDOM birth ! 
Hampden and Sydney from their ſeats ſublime, 
Applaud with ſmiles the ſpirit of our chime. 


AIR. 


Hark! ye clouds that wildly run, 
leecy curtains curtains of the ſun, 
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Whither ſent, or where inclin'd, 
Roving on the wings of wind, 
Speed your pace, Oh ! quicklyfly, 
Diſtarb not now the lucid (ky. 


ic G:0.42: : 


Let praiſe alone to art belong, 
"Tis truth alone ſublimes our ſong; 


5 RRcITATivg. | 
Apollo riſe, ariſe and ſtrike your lyre, 
And raiſe in every breaſt ſerapl ic fire. 


D.v = ©. 3... | 
Le twiokling orbs that nightly ſport 
Before the threſhold of Jove's court, 
Riſe—(and tho' you ſleep for years,) 
Riſe— and flutter. in your ſpheres. 
REcITATIVE. ut 
Come creation, now advance, 
Now begin the feſtive dance. 


Air bu, 
Rejoice, ye Capadeſians rejoice, _ 
Britannia hails you of her fav'rite race, 
With ſtrains of liberty now ſwell your voice, | 
With Willes and Freedom ſhake the etherial ſpace. 


GRAND CHORYU 5s. 
Hear us, high imperial Jove, 
Sovereign-of the realms above; 
Who the patriot dare aſſail, 
Place them on à Comet 's tail. 


Newcaſtle, Afri o, ro. + PRIMROSE. 


FREEMEN' 4 anion 


An Account of the Tranſaftions in Newcaſtle Guild-hall, ar 
Michaelmas Guild, 1709, will, we are perſuaded, be en» 
tertaining to a Number of our Subſcribers. 


NN S ſoon as the Guild was aſſembled, The» 
a 2 mas White made a motion for having a copy 
SLE | a iz of 2 petition read, which he brought along 


with him to that meeting, The late 
eee Recorder, who did not reliſh the idea, nor 


favour this motion, inſiſted upon being 
informed to whom'it belonged, or who avowed it. This 
oracle of the law kindled at the ſound of the word getition 
to the throne, and was ſcarcely able to command as much 
of his uſual good underſtanding, as to remember, that up. 
on a guild day, he was only a free burgeſs of the corpora- 


tion of Newcaſtle, and that all the burgeſſes were equal 


on that occaſion, His face coloured, his tongue began to 
faulter, and he could only aſk, with a kind of revengeful 
vociferation, Mh avows the petition? Meſſ. White and 
Cutherie, who had ſtudied their ſubject with greatexaQnels, - 
and who knew the theory of the guild, nearly as well as Mr 
Recorder, were ready to anſwer this queſtion. Mr Gutherie 


replied, That it was the petition of all ſuch as were dif. 
poſed to ſign it; and Mr White anſwered, that he avowtd- 
it, and inſiſted that the town · clerk ſhould read it; and if 


there were any treaſon in it, he would be auſwerable for- 


it. Mr Recorder affirmed, tbat they had no right to have 
it read, and ſpoke in a very magiſterial tone; but theplt 


ſoon put him to ſilence, by aſking him, Whether, y pon : 
Natab. II. F thay 
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that day, he ſat there as a free hurgeſs, or as a Recorder 
of Newcaſtle? 1n this he was obliged to anſwer, by con- 
feſſing that he was only there as a free burgeſs. They 
then told him, That the guild was held between the may- 
or and the free burgeſſes; and, on that occaſion, he was on- 
iy one, and had no right to put a negative upon the mo- 
tion which was made. Upon this he was obliged to ſub- 
mit; and the town-clerk read the petition in preſence of 
ihe guild, 
The magiſtrates, whoſe political creed, on all occaſions, 
bas been the ſame with that of the two members, with 
20 eloquence worthy of their education, each, in their 
turns, condemned the petition, without analyſing the con- 
tents, or afligning reaſons for their refuſing to. ſign it. 
Such as are accuſtomed to hear the oratory of a ſenate, or 
the { peeches delivered at the bar, will imagine, with them- 
ſelves, that on this occaſion, the ſenatorial eloquence. of 
Sy- W— 3 —— would iſſue forth like a torrent, and. 
by the greatneſs of its power, and the weight of its argu- 
ment, demoliſh. the contents of the petition of the free- 
men. The reader can figure in his own mind, a member 
of the houſe of ——;, with the emotion of, anger and 
diſtreſs, ſtanding up, and laying his left hand upon his 
breaſt, ſtretching out his right, as a mark of eloquence, 
uttering theſe. weighty and emphatical words, I vill 
ſooner have that right hand cut off, than ſign ſuch a petition. 
And then, by, an: uſual figure, which the rbetorjcians call 
an apoſtropbe; pronounce theſe never to be forgoten 
words, It is that dangerous, ſeditious, and inflammatory | 
libel, that it the cauſe of all this. If they can only form an 
image of this ia their minds, they will ſee the pitture and 
ſpeech of 83 —. The inflammatory libel, 
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which the'good B— blamed for all this petitioning work, 
is inſerted immediately after this article, On this occaſion, 
the upright behaviour of Mr R. ought not to be 
forgotten; Who, with the addreſs of a politician, long 
hackneyed in the practice of doing evil, for the ſake of 
turning it to bis own advantage, allowed the right of the 
freemen to petition their ſovereign, but refuſed to concur 
with them in ſupporting that right. A diſſolution of par- 
lament was a thing which was far from being his deſire: 
Aud though the ſplendour of truth forced a confeſſion 
from him, of the freemens' right of "petitioning ; yet he 
meant to put the evil day as fat away as poſſible, by op- 
poſing the practiee of a right: he was obliged, in con- 
ſcience, publickly to admit. Alas, poor Matt! How of- 
ten has thy judgment and practice differed, when intereſt 
his come in the way? It is a great unhappineſs for a man 
to have a diſpoſition to commit an evil action, contrary to 
the dictates of his own conſcience. The preſent. Nation 
thoũ art iu, and the office which thou beareſt, muſt either 
procure the praiſes or the execrations of thouſands. Thou 
art a public perſon, and à leader of many, and muſt expect 
to be commended or cenſured according as thou fulfilleſk 
thy office, and doeſt e _ in the ſeveral I 
thereof. 

The reſt.of the Aa bityred'o on this e as in 
all others, with implicit ſubmiſſion to the two M.—--——, 
They ſaid What did ny ſay? They truly ſaid, nothing 
at all. | 4 tht 3. SEMPER IDEM. + 


Ame enteral 


"LEES SS . 
—— — — . — 


The follwwiag N were printed i in the' public News, oe hind, 
ed about in Hand Bills, among the Freemen of . Newcaſtle, 


N time before the ſigning the Petition to bis Majeſiy for. a 
Pt Nedreſt 
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Redreſs of Grievances ; and, as they all relate to the ſame 
| Subje£?, they are claſſed together. They ſhew the temper of 
ide people at that Time, and may be preſented, in this Ma- 
Fazine, as a Monument of the et. e of New: 

5 l, to Nn. 
' 8 Abril 29, 1769. 
To tbe ELECTORS of Great-Britain. | © 

ROM the various writers on the conteſt between the 
freeholders of Middleſex and the H. of -—, it ap- 
pears, that the right of the people to chuſe' their own re- 
Preſentatives, and the right of the crown to create peers, 
are very ſimilar : That the electors. of Great - Britain may 
chuſe any man to be their repreſentadve, who is qualified 
according to law; and that the crown may create any Eng - 
Aßbman, being a proteſtant, and taking the oaths preſcribed 
by law, à peer of the realm, and delegate to him a right 
to a ſeat and vote in the H. of L. It is abſurd to ſuppoſe, 
that the freeholdets of any one county, ever delegated to 
all the otber freeholders in the kingdom, any right or 
power to put a negative upon theic Choice ——S$uch, I pre- 
ſume, being the ſtate of our conſtitution, reſpecting the 
rights of the people and the rights of the crown in delc- 
gating members to each houſe z does it not, at this alarm- 
ing period, when infractions have actually been made on 

the rights of the people, behove all electors in the king · 
dom to inſiſt on their repreſentatives maintaining to them 
this right ? Should the freeholders of Middleſex loſe their 
cauſe, (vow contending) it will be a fatal ſtab to the liber. 
ries of this country; and our tame ſabmiſiion thereto, ne - 
ceſſarily draw on us the curſes of poſterity. ; | 

I ſhall now addreſs myſelf to my brother freeholders of 

Nene and beg thip would exert themſelves in 

990 the 
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the preſervation of this ſacred right and privilege ; as an 
object of ſuch a nature cannot be attended to with too 
much ſcriouſneſs and care: And, with ſubmiſſion to the 
many public-ſpirited and reſpectablo characters in our 
county, ſhall humbly lay this requeſt for inſtructions, at 
the feet of the much admired D*** of Belford. 

Newcaſtle, e A Freeholder of Northumberland. 


. _OQcrTroBEex 2, 1769. 

7 the Right IWorſhipful Francis Forfler, Eſq; Mayor, and 
the other Worſbipful Magiſtrates of n. upon Br. 

| GENTLEMEN, 
: HE precarious ſtate of the ooblic liberties of this: coun« 
—_— the various wounds which our conſtitution has 
received by the violent exertion of miniſterial pawer, call 
upon us, at ſo alarming a criſis, to exert thoſe endeavours 
which every ſubject of our ſovereign derives from the con- 
ſtitution of England. We have ſeen, with concern, for 
ſeveral years backward, the whole efficiency of govern- 
ment uſurped by the great officers of ſtate, and through 
their corrupt influence, parliaments have generally been 
at the abſolute command of the court, and have according- 
ly, i in innumerable inſtances, decided in direct oppoſuion 
to the known ſenſe of the people, the very rule, according 
to which, in our opigion; they ought always to proceed 
with an implicit conformity. We have ſeen a multitude 
of perſons, obnoxipns to c—— influence, by their holding 
or expecting places, penſions, and military commands, e- 
lected by the corrupt and venal boroughs, and, after re- 
ceiving the wages of igiquity, re · elected into the H of 


Com—— 
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C——=; "We wellknow that a number of ill-gotten pen · 
ſions and needleſs places, with emoluments to many thou 
 fands of pounds, are ſunk into ſiugle pockets, and ſettled 
from generation to generation; whilſt it is notorious to 
all, that, with an incumbrance of near five millions yeatly 
on land and commerce, on the regular payment of which, 
public credit depends, every great branch of foreign trade 
is daily ſinking in this iſland. | 

From a H of , conſtituted of men with ſuch 
principles, and under the immediate influence of the offi - 
cers of the c——, We have too much reaſon to apprehend, 
that every arbitrary exertion of authority, may ſpeedily be 
explained into the law and privllege of parliament; and 
the natural rights of the electors of this kingdom trans · 
ferred to the great officets of 8 . Of this violence oh 
the rights of the conſtituents of Great-Britain, we have late- 
Iy had 3 recent inſtance. The arbitrary appbintment of 
Mr .I, to a ſeat in the houſe of commons, manifeſt. 
1y-3nvades that great, that ſacred privilege of the Engh/3, 
the right of election; and, at the ſame time, threateds u 
totat ſubverſion of that conſtitution, univerſally acknow- 
agus the adaiiration of the world. | © 

From theſe conſiderations, gentlemen, we rave proſoined 
to hope for your concurrence and ſupport, to lay our com- 
mon grievances at the feet of our moſt gracious ſovereign, 
and buiobly implore him far redreſs: From à prince of ſo 
many eminent and excellent virtues; we do not deſpair of 
relief. —And that this out inteption may be the more ge- 

neral and unanimous, we humbly iatrest you; t order 
Me Town Clerk, by an advertiſement in the public pa pets, 

to ſummons a meetivg of the burgeſſes of this town on 
Mn next, that after the common buſineſs of the day, 

9 we 
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we may proceed to form a petition/to the throne. A com- 

pliance with this requiſition, gentlemen, your petitioners 

ſhall ever retain. with the higheſt ſenſe of gratitude. | 
Signed, by order of the companies of | 
Taylorc, Cordwainers, Butchers, Smiths, Tanners: Weavers, 

| Mafjons, Foiners, Carpenters, Pavers, Slaters, Glaziers, 

Bricklayer, Millers, Upholfterers, Coopers and Spurriers, 

b On Friday morning a deputa tion of the freemen was 
appointed to wait upon his worſhip, to know whether he 
had reſolved to comply with the requeſt of the burgeſſes; 
by ordering Mr Town Clerk to call a general meeting ef 
the burgeſſes. His worſhip expoſtulated a long time with 
thoſe commiſſioned, on the preſent ſituation of affairs, and 
moſt earneſtly recommended to his ſellow burgeſſes to poſt - 
pone the petition till after the meeting of parliament: 
He was told, that the burgeſſes were determined to peti- 
tion che throne, and that they had one already drawn-up, 
which would be laid before their worttips on er we 
their approbation and ſubſcription. 5 


Tr Wee ae this, ett by. Wy 
General meeting of the free bur geſſes and frecholders 
A of this. town and county, being appointed to be 
held at the Long · room, in the Forth. houſe, on Wedneſday 
the-8th- inſt. in order to take into conſideration a petition 
to the throne, in ſupport of the conſtitutional right f 
free election; the following conſiderations are, in „ . 
mean time, ſubmitted to the public. — 4 
- Conſiderations for! the Electors Great- Britain. 
THE buſineſs for which the free burgeſſes and free- 
holders 
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heuders are now called together, is of the greateſt conſe 
quence to us all; and the plainneſs of the matter is equal 
to its importance. It concerns every one of us; and every 
one of us has capacity ſufficient to underſtand it. 

By the conſtitution of this kingdom, every Britiſo ſub- 
ject is capable of being elected to ſerve in parliament, un- 
leſs he be diſabled by the Poſitive known law of the land. 

By the conſtitution of this kingdom, every elector has a 
right of giving his vote, in the choice of a member to ſerye 
in parliament, except where he is reſtrained: by the ſame. 


By the dead of this kingdom, abicher the king 
alme, nor the lords alone, nor the houſe of commons alone, 
have authority to make any law, or to alter, diſpenſe with, - 
ſuſpend, or take away, any law; or any right, which the 
ſubjects hold under the /aw. 

Such js the conſtitution of this kingdom, with regard to 
its laws, and the right of election, which. is held. d under” 
the laws, and under the /aws only. 

It is now the buſineſs of electors to enquire, Whether | 
the buſineſs of the houſe of commons have been agreeable 
to thele principles; and whether, in the laſt ſeſſion of par- 
liament, a moſt material alteration has not been attempted, 
with regard to the right of election. Tou are to examine, 
Whether the houſe of commons, by its ſingle vote only, has 
not thought proper, in effect, to take this right from the 
electors, and to velt it in themſelves: So that, in future, 
members of parliament may be choſen, not by the good 
liking of the country, and according to the laws of the 
land; but according to the will and pleaſure of that houſe. 
You will aſk, Whether they have hor aſſumed a power of 


2 25 dil-, 
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diſabling auy perſon from being choſen, merely in conſe- 
quence of afts of their own; although ſuch perſon ſhould 
have been under no fort of previous diſqualification by the 
law of the land. | 

And further, if the eletors ſhould, in virtue of their 
legal right, chuſe the perſon ſo diſqualified (merely by the 
reſolutions of that houſe) whether they have not claimed 
a right of placing in his room, another perſon, although that 
perſon ſhould not have the majority of legal votes in his 
favour ; nay, although he ſhould not have above uo votes 
in a whole county or borough ; and that ſuch perſon 
ſhould be forced upon the county or borough, and 
held to be its true and proper repreſentative, and, as ſuch, 
ſhall be inveſted with the diſpoſition of your e 
liberties, and lives. 

Above all, it will be proper for you to be informed, 
Whether they have not actually carried this their claim 
into execution, by diſqualifying the member lately choſen 
for the county of Middleſex, by force of their reſolution 
only, by altering the return which had been made agree. 
able to the majority of votes, and the law of elections and 
returns; and finally, by appointing for the repreſentative 
of Middk/ex, another perſon, not choſen by that county, 
(1143 legal votes having been given in favour of the per- 
ſon whom the houſe had put under an arbitrary diſquali- 

fication, and only 296 for the perſon whom they thought 
proper) by their own authority, to elect. | 

If the houſe of commons ſhall poſſeſs a power of diſqua- 
lifying any perſon, though choſen by a majority of legal 
votes, and of accepting any other perſon, upon any ſmall _ 

number of votes, without any other rule than their own 
pleaſure ; ; it is evident that the election of members of par- 
” G Jia ment 
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liament muſt, in effect and ſubſtance, be in that houſe, and 
not in us, the electors of Great Britain; words and names 
will be given to us, in the place of ſolid privileges We 
ſhall loſe all ſhare in making our own laws, and thereby be 
deprived of all our liberties at a ſingle ſtroke. 

Whenever ſuch an attempt is made, the wiſdom of our 
conſtitution has not left us without a remedy. The king 
has by law, a power of diſſolving, as well as of calling par- 
liaments; and this power is not placed in the crown, in 
order to gratify private humour or mere inclination ; but 
it is to be uſed for the benefit of the people, and in a gra- 
cious compliance with their juſt deſires, whenever the re- 
preſentatives of the people ſhall appear to entertain a 
greater regard for their own power, than for the rights of 
thoſe who have choſen them. It is provided, in or- 
der that the electors may have an opportunity, by a new 
election, of committing their affairs into hands more wor- 
thy of their truſt. i 

The right of the people to petition folk fach a Jifſolution 
has always exiſted; and it is not made, but is only con- 
firmed by an act of parliament (entitled, an act declaring. 
the rights and liberties of the ſubjects, and ſettling the 
ſucceſſion of the crown.) This act js one of the firſt fruits 
of the glorious revolution ; and it exprelsly declares, 
That it is the right of the fuljeft; to petition the king, and all 
commitments and proſecutions for ſuch petitioning are illegal. 
And to this right of petitioning the act has put no limita- 


tion whatſoever. _— | 
It is 190 in the power of the houſe of commons, even 


w „ & we 


right; d it is is a rlght granted not t by their un 
but by law; but that houſe, far from denying, has expreſs- 
ly 
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ily admitted and authorized it, by declaring in their jour- 
nals, That it is the undoubted right of the people of England tg 
petition or addreſs the king for the calling, V. itting, and diſetving 
of parliament, and for redreſſing of grievances. | 
Such are the rights of the Britiſh ſubjects; and this of 

- petitioning is one of the remedies whenever any right is 
violated ; and it is hoped that we ſhall never prove ſo dege- 
nerate from, and ſo ungrateful to, our anceſtors, as not ta 
tranſmit to poſterity, thoſe privileges which had been 
handed down to us, as perfect, and as ſecure, as we re- 
cieved them; and that we will not permit the invaſion of 
thoſe dear-bought rights by any power in the world; ard 
leaſt of all by that power, which we have expreſsly ap- 
pointed for the preſervation of our laws and liberties, 
* The meeting will -beheld at (ate o'clock in the 
abode. | 


n 


A ſhort Detail of Facts, which it ſubmit ted to the candid Opinion. 
of the nn of the — Northumberland, by 
| A Brother Freeholder. 
Mena t V. e et prevalebit. | 
HE requeſt of the majority of the grand jury for this 
county, aſſembled at Alnwick, to the high ſheriff, 


having made ſome noiſe, and as there bave been various 


accounts given of that affair, I thought it a duty incum- 
bent upon me, as obe of that majority, in vindication of 
myſelf and of the other gentlemen who voted the expedi- 
ency ofa meeting of the freeholders, to give a true ſtate of 
facts relative to that requeſt; and of the ſubſequent pro- 
ceedings; and as the language of truth needs no embel- 
liſhment, 1 hope I ſhall convince the impartial, whatever 
| pP 
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opinion they may entertain of our political ſentiments, that 
we have at leaſt acted the independent, honeſt, and con- 
ſilent part, 

On Thurſday the 5th of October, before the — jury 


were diſmiſſed, a motion was made and ſeconded, that the 
ſheriff ſhould be requeſted to call a general meeting of the 
freeholders of the county, at the preſent important junc- 
ture. The queſtion was put, and carried in the affirma- 


tive; a card was drawn up in "conſequence, to the fol- 
lowing effect: 


„The majority of the grand j jury met at Alnwich, at 


the Michaelmas ſeſſions, 1769, preſent their moſt reſpeCt- 
ful compliments to the high ſberiff, and being of opinion 


that a meeting of the treeholders ſhould, at this time, be 


called, to give their opinions concerning ſome moſt eſſen- 


tial and conſtitutional points, requeſt the favour of him to 
call a meeting for that purpoſe. 

Alnwick, Grand Jury Room, Oct. 5, 1769. 
The bailiff attending the grand jury was ordered to 
deſire the preſence of the under ſheriff, who came down 
accordingly from the bench into the jury room, when the 
card was preſented to him by the foreman, who, in the 


name, and in the preſence of the grand jury, deſired it 


might be delivered into the ſheriff's own hands; which 


he, as it was his duty, promiſed to perform. He did not, 
however, ſee Mr High Sheriff till ſome days after; but an 


emiſſary had been previouſly diſpatched to inform him of 


the card, to inform him that it ought to be regarded as 


enonymons ; that if it had been ſigned, yet nine did not make a 
Jury; in ſhort, to teach evaſion, where a ſimple afſent or 
refuſal was alone required. For my part, I honour the 
man, who, differing from n me in * boldly ſpeaks his 
fentiments. TSS The 
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The inſinuations of deſigning people, however, pro- 
duced the deſired effect; for the ſheriff, upon receiving a 
letter from his deputy, informed him that he had a leiter 
from the grand jury to be delivered to him perſonally, left 
the town ; a manifeſt token of his prejudice againſt our 
card and its contents; he received it, however, ſoon after, 
and three weeks elapſed without an anſwer: Different 
reaſons were aſſigned for this conduct; but they are beſt 
known to himſelf. The ſheriff is undoubtedly an honeſt 
man, and ought, from every circumſtance in life, to be in- 
dependent. I forbear, therefore, every invidious reflection, 
and conclude, that his reaſons appear to himſelf well 
founded; but his ſilence upon the ſubject was, by us, can- 
didly imputed to the important nature of our requeſt. 

As two or three of the body, however, were to be at 
Newcaſtle at the time of the fair, we were of opinion that 
they ſhould wait upon the high ſheriff, and requeſt an an- 
ſwer; which was done accordingly by Mr Cooke and 
Mr George Grieve, when they received for anſwer, „That 
he would not move in it; that unleſs we had been unani- 
mus, our requeſt could not be eſteemed the ſenſe of the 
county.”— Theſe are the facts; to make comments upon 
them would be paying a bad compliment to the freeholders; 
he who runs may read; my ſole intention is to ſhew that 
ue have been reſuſed, that our card can by no means be 
eſteemed anonymous, and, in ſhort, that we have not been 
wanting to the cauſe; or, to make uſe of a common ex- 
preſſion, I mean to put the ſaddle upon the right horſe. 

Non omnia | poſſumus omnes. 

"Tis not in mortals to command ſucceſs, 

But they do more, Sempronius, who deſerve it. 
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ooo 40 ito 4-05 3. 1$.:D::N; 

Felimw Freemen and Freeholders of Newcaſtle. 

II is now rumoured that the preſent M s, and 
1 other heads their aſſociates, intend going to the Forth- 
bauſe, to ſign the petition, and that the Ms will pre. 
fent it to the king ; their friends give out, that we miſun · 
det ſtood the M at the laſt guild; that they are our 
friends and wiſh well to the cauſe, &c. 

Brethern, don't be deceived; nor let the ingenious _ 
ſertions, excuſes, and eloquence get the better of our un- 
derftandings ! Take care it is not all hypocriſy, and their 
behaviour a ſham to {ſerve their own ends, and make a 
merit in doing that which is not ſincere, and which they 
never intended untill this time, and in a forced manner. 
1 There never was a time that deſerved our attention more 
than the pteſent; therefore we muſt be on our guard, and 
act circumſpectly. The M— s have inſulted the free- 
men, aud have held them as mere nulli ties; let us conſi- 
det then, whether we ought to iatraſt the 2 — s with 
the petition ! Whether they deſerve any countenance from 
us! 

We are doubly obliged to Sir . ; he eſpouſed our 
cauſe at the firſt, and offered to preſent it, both which our 
M-———s refuſed! Surely then Sir Francis merits our 


eſteem, and. deſerves all the reſpect we can poſſibly ſhew 
him ; we caanot have a better perſon to be our leader and 


our chairman, he is our friend and we can truſt him. 
; Several Freemen. 


— ——_— 
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To the Editors A the FREEMEN's MAGAZINE, 
GENTLEMEN, 
T is an old received maxim with me, that whenever L 
1 hear news abroad, or have intelligence brought me, 
con- 
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concerning the actions or affairs of other people, always to 
conſider cloſely the known characters, diſpoſitions, and 
intereſted connections of the perſons from whom I receive 
ſuch news or intelligence, and to fix my belief or difbe- 
lief accordingly. I have another rule, laid down to me by 
a wiſe venerable old man, that whenever I turn my 
thoughts upon political matters, to bear this in remem- 
brance: It belongs not to ſlaves to argue concerning liberty. 
For it is with liberty as with virtue; the value of which 
is not known, but by thoſe who pyeſs them, though the 
reliſh for them is loſt with the things themſelves,” T 
mean true. liberty, which differs as largely from riot and 
liceatiouſneſs, as true religion does from rant and. wild: 
enthuſiaſm, i | Lig! 

Theſe thoughts re- ctuired to me the other day, on have- 
ing the Freemen's Magazine but into my hands; and I wag: 
very cautious in conſidering how I could, with propriety, 


take this pamphlet to be a Conſtitutional] repoſitory, con- 
taining a free debate concerning the cauſe of liberty.“ It 


is a great and noble cauſe, ſaid I, and it requires great and 
noble efforts to ſupport it! I was thus proceeding, in my 
parlour, when a neighbour, of veracity, came in, and told 
me, he had heard, from good authority, that ſame of the 
worthy burgeſſes, of a certain corporation, Who ſo lately, 
and ſo laudably diſtinguiſhed themſelves, not only counte- 
nanced, but alſo actually concurred in the undertaking. He 
ſoon dre my attention, and heſitation vaniſhed in a moment. 
It was then I ventured to peruſe the work, with the ſoften- 
ing eye of candour, as far as my limited capacity allowed 
me; perfectly convinced, that men, who. have ſo heroicly 
managed in the legal defence of their conſtitutional rights 


and liberties, will, with the fame magnanimous, 8 
an 
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and moderation, proceed in the fair vindication, and future 
protection of themſelves and brethern. 
Thus prepared, I ſhall, from time to time, be a ſerious 
reader of the Freemen's Magazine, and (with your leave, 
gentlemen) now and then trouble you with my ſirictures, 
upon ſuch paſſages as may more particularly ſtrike my ob- 
ſervation. Shall I be bold to hope, you will never loſe 
fight of theſe words in your introduction? “ Invidious 
anecdotes will be avoided, as the fair cauſe of liberty has 
no occaſion for ſuch ſhameful reſources!” I belive Rouſſeau, 
when he ſays, © There are no manners, but ſuch as vie ia 
purity with thoſe of the old Romans, that can bear cenſors; 
and ſuch a tribunal amongſt us, would foon throw every 
thing into confuſion !” It the ſacred truſt, repoſed in our 
repreſentatives; by any body of free conſtituents, hath 
really been abuſed, under what ſhape or predicament, 
mode, or fineſſe of excuſe whatſoever ; the time is at hand, 
when the injured may luckily have it their power to re- 
dreſs themſelves. If the conſtitution calls for a redreſs of 
meaſures, there is the greateſt likely hood to effect it the 
molt ſalutary, by a change of men. If Britannia (awful 
name!) hath been d: ſerted in her true intereſts, by any of 
her ſons, render thoſe weak deſerters leſs ſerviceable to 
the deſpots of arbitrary meaſures, and ſhe will the ſooner 
bring them back to their duty. Oa the other hand, let us 
cheriſh, re-eſtabliſh, and if poſſible, ſecure greater hon- 
ours to thoſe nobler beings, who, in all the late ſtruggles i in 
the ſupport of liberty, have ſo dutiouſly, and ſo manfully 
ſtood by her- | of Gonflitutional Freeman. 
© Durham, May 9, 1774. Fon 9 RTE. e 
We ſhall be obliged to this gentleman for his fatare 
favours, , | | 


* To 
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To the EDITORS of the FREEMEN's MAGAZINE. 

__ GENTLEMEN, 
N your very uſeful Magazine of laſt month, 1 read a 
letter from the two members for Newcaſtle, dated 
May 17, 1769, to Mr Baker then mayor, and the other 
free burgeſſes, in anſwer to their inſtructions to them, 
wherein they ſay, that they will pay ſuch attention aud 


deference to their inſtructions as is conſiſtent with the 


freedom of judging. The reſült was, they regarded not 
the iaſtructions ſent them; no doubt imagining their ſe- 
gacity was ſuperior to that of 1 500 of their conſtituents; 
beſide a right they pretended to, of not being reſponſible to 
their electors. To ſet before your readers the abſardity 
as well as illegality of ſuch pretenſions I beg leave to de- 
fire you would inſert in your next the following remarks, 
taken from a late ſenſible author concerning the REpouli- 
muy of Members ro the People. 
ry NOVO CASTRENSIS. 
Arguments for Reſponſibility of Members to the People, Jon 
9 political Diſquitions. 

N the debate upon the motion for repealing the ſepten- 
1 nial act. A. D. 1734, Sir Wuliam Wyndham oppoſed 
Sic V. Toung, who had endeavoured to WE the ne- 
ceſſity of reſponſibility. 

Tue gentleman (meaning Sir William) ſaid, that we 
* were to have no dependance upon our conſtituents ; he 
* went further, he ſaid it was a dangerous dependance ; 
. Day, he went further ſtill, and ſaid it was more danger - 

* ous than a dependance on the crown. This my worthy 
d, Friend t took notice of, and, with his uſual modeſty, cal i 
1 ir a new do&rine. It is, Sir, not only a new doctrine, 


oY da! is the moſt wenſtrovs, The moſt Naviſh dafttive Was. 
| 2 2 
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ever heard; and ſuch a doCtrine, as I hope no man wili 
| © ever dare to ſupport within theſe walls, I am perſuad- 
ed, Sir, the learned gentleman did not mean what the 
* words he happened to make uſe of may ſeem to import ; 
for though the people of a county, city, or borough, may 
be miſled, and may be induced to give inſtructions which 
are contrary to the true intereſt of their country, yet I 
* hope he will allow, that in times paſt, the crown has 
been oftner miſled ; and conſequently we mult conclude, 
* that it is more apt to be milled, in time to come, than 
* we can ſuppole the people to be, 

Though it ſhould be affirmed, that a member of parlia- 
ment is not reſponſible to his own conſtituents ; yet it 
would be ſtrange to aſſert, that all the members may ne- 
glect the remonſtrances of all the conſtituents in England 
to the ſame put poſe. In that caſe, the members could not 
be ſaid to be repreſentatives of the people of England, but 
muſt be conſidered as a ſet of abſolute deſpots, act- 
Þ ing for their own private intereſt. But this is inconſiſtent 
with the very idea of election, or of delegated power: 
and if one member is not reſponſible, neither is. another. 
If one. is. reſponſible all are. If revolution-principles are 
Juſtifiable, that is, if the people may take the power out 
ofthe hands of a king or government, when they abuſe it, 
it follows, that the king and government are in all caſes 
teſponſible to the people; and that a majority of the peo- 
* can, at any time, change the government, 

This is not denying the danger and trouble of revolu- 
| tions, nor the difficulty ot. deterwiving what is the ſenſe 
: of the majority of the people. But if members of parlia- 
ment ace nat obliged to regard inſtructions from their con- 


duenne, what is to become of a poor town, or country 
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ö 
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place, unable to bear a tax, no way prievons to wealthier 
places? The houſe receives no petitions upon money bills, 
becauſe. every place either ſends a member or members of 


its owu, or is repreſented by the county members. But, 
if the honſe is neither to be informed by petition nor by 


inſtruction, how is it to be informed? This leaves an open 
door for the moft cruel opproſſion. Lord Coke ſays, It 
is the cuſtom of parliament, when any new device is 
* moved for in parliament on the king's behalf, for his aid» 


or the like; (as a little demand of half a million to pay 
* civil liſt debts) that the commons may anſwer, They dare 


© not agree to it, without conference with their counties. 

He gives an inſtance of this, th of Edw. III. which is ap- 
plied by Mr Pulteney in the debate on the exciſe ſcheme, 
A. D. 1733. And Mr Pulteney adds, that the abhorrence 


hewu by the people againſt that ſcheme, was a ſufficient - 


reaſon for rejecting it. So far from queſtioning the re- 
ſaonaſibility of members, I ſhould think it reaſonable and 
proper to demand an oath bf the members at their taking 
their ſeats, beſides the uſual oaths: I mean an oath of ſi- 


delity to their conſtituents, by which they ſnould declare 


before God and men, that they come into the houfe by the 


free and uninfluenced choice of a true majority of thoſe, who, 


by law, have the right of choice; and that they will, in all 


their ſpeeches and votes, faithfully and zealouſly purſye , 


their country's goad, in ſpite of all temptation to the con- 
trary. The moſt incorrupt parliament ought not to re. 
fufe giving their conſtituents all the ſecurity in their power. 


An honeſt man does not. refuſe to give his bond. The 


moſt virtuous are the moſt deſirous of avoiding ſuſpicioo, 
and the moſt anxious about ſtanding i in a clear light be: 
fore the world. No ſingle man, or ſet of men, ought to 


be 
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de truſted with power, without account to the people, 
the original proprietors of power. There is not upon ear th, 

ſays the excellent Gordon, a nation which, having had un · 
accountable magiſtrates, has not felt them to be crying 
and conſuming miſchiefs, In truth, where they are moſt 
limited, it has been often as much as a whole people could 
do to reſtrain them to their truſt, and to keep them from 


violence; and ſuch frequently has been their propenſity to 


be lawleſs, that nothing but a violent death could cure 
them of their violence. This evil has its root in human 
nature; men will never think they have enough whilſt 
they can take. more; nor be content with a part when 
they can ſeize the whole. The hiſtory of mankind, for 
two or three thouſand years backwards, (which is as'far 
backwards as hiſtory goes) is a ſermon vpon this text, No- 
thing more dangerous than power without reſponſibility. 

But the ſpecies reſembles an individual: As the father's 
experience does not make the ſon wiſer, ſo neither does 
the hiſtory of the ſufferings of former generations teach 
the ſucceeding to ſecure themſelves againſt the miſchiefs of 


unaccountable. power. 
THT i contin). 
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1. fallwing Dirne on a of the Privileges of New- 
' caſtle, and eſpecially that of having a Sheriff's Court once 
every Month, will help the Burgeſſes of this Corporation to 
underfland their own Rights, and eu them that by a li- 
gent Enquiry into the State of their own Hairi, they may, 
in Proceſs of Time, totally free themſelves from every Species | 
= Opreſſun, which their Magiſtrates, for the Time being, 


may 1 
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may attempt. There are many judicious Obſervations, in this 
Eſay. and we have communicated ul to the Public, among(t 
_. the other Articles on the Head of conſlitutional Laws, | 
HE court of King's Bench having, laſt Eafter term, 
T granted a mandamus to the ſheriff of Newcaſtle 
upon Tyne to compel him to receive and determine civil 
cauſes i in his county court, which he had refuſed to take 
cognizance of, as no proceedings of that kind had been done 
therein for above a century paſt. The ſame county court 
is now revived, and will be held monthly, according to 
us ancient institution. The antiquity and juriſdiction 
of county courts in general, and thatof the ſheriff's of 


Newcaftle upon Tyne in particular, together with ſome re- 


marks on the utility or advantages which may reſult from 
the latter, are here offered to the conſideration of the in- 
habitants of this town and the neighbourhood thereof, for 
the more | they know it, and the practiſe of it, the more 
the y will love and affect it; for who almoſt i is there within 
its juriſdiction that is not, or may not ſue, and be ſued 
in it. 

Maſter Cambden, in his Britania, reports, That Alfred, 
a Saxen king of England, was the firſt that divided the 
realm into chin cs; thoſe ſhires i into ridings ; ; and thoſe a, 
gain into wapentacks, or hundreds. Some authors men- 
tion that diviſion to have been more early. The kingdom 
being thus divided, every ſhire was entirely governed by 
one officer, called 2 ſheriff. 

The ſame king Alfred, at the diviſion of the kingdom 
into ſhires or counties, inſtituted county courts, and eſtab- 
liſhed juriſdiction therein ; granting power and authority, 
to the ſheriff of every county to hear and determine ſuch 
matters, as by any juſt cauſe of appellation, either for law 

+ dr ec | or 
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or equity, ſhould be brought unto him. By this laudable 
eſtabliſhmeat, - every man had means, and was authoriſed 
to ſue in this court, in his own ſhire or county, without 
drawing his plea thence to the high court of juſtice wherein 
the king ſat in perfon, as appears plainly, or may be ga- 
thered from the laws of Edgar the Saxon king: And alſo 
that no man ought to ſue out of his county, without good 
cauſe, viz. * Let no man ſeek to the king in matter of vari- 
* ance, unleſs he cannot find right at home; but if it be 
too heavy for him, then let him ſeek to the king to have 
it lightened The very like in effect is to be ſcen in the 
laws of Canute the Dane, ſometimes king of the realm, 

All juſtice was adminiſtered, anciently, in the court of 
the king's bench and county courts: In the latter, the biſh. 
op and ſheriff ſat to determine matters. One to judge 
according to common law, and the other according to the 
eccleſiaſtical law. The conjunction of which powers mu- 
taally to aſſiſt each other, is as ancient as the Engliſh g0+ 
vernment itſelf. But theſe powers were ſeparated by 
William the conqueror; and foon after all the eccleſiaſtical 
batineſs was brovght into the court fo called, and the law 
bafineſs into the. king” court and county court, which laſt 
mentioned count is the ſame in ſubſtance and form now, as 
before; ard to be held by every ſheriff as incident or ap- 
— to his office. The King cannot reſtrain any 

part of the meriff's power, nor abridge him in any thing 
* incident or appurtenant to his office.” Milton's caſe, 
4 Co. Rep. 33- Every ſheriff in his county court, has, at 
ibis time, cognizance of matters under 40s. by his ordina. 

r7 joriſdiction; and by writ of juſtices, may be commif. 
5A totry cauſes of 408. or upwards to any amount. By 
the Aatute of 2d and 2d of Edward VI. cap. 25. county 


courts 
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courts are to be no longer deferred but one month from 
court to court; and ſo thoſe courts are to be kept every 
month and no otherwiſe, by which act every county of 
England {concerning the time of holding the county court) 
is governed by one and the ſame law; and there is to be 
accounted 28 days to the legal month in this cafe, and not 
according to the kalendar month. The ſame law, with te- 
gard to ſheriffs of counties holding their conits, is to be 
obſerved by ſheriff of cities and towns that are counties of 
themſelves. King Henry IV. in the firſt Year of his ceign, 
granted to the town of Newcaſtle upon T yne, that inſtead 
of the two bailiff's, there ſhould be a ſheriff (eligible 
every year) who ſhould hold a county court on Wedneſday, 
trom month to month, as ſheriff's of other counties did; 
and by the ſame grant, the town of Newcaſtle upon Tyne was 
diſjoined from the county of Northumberland. The mayor's 
court and ſheriff's court at Newcaſtle, are modern courts in 
compariſion with the county court, and were only eſtab- 
liſhed by the gratuitous favour of queen Ekzaveth, by char- 
ter or patent in the 42d year of her reign, are ſeparate 
juriſdictions. The judges lately delivered their opinion, 
that thoſe courts did not interfere or diſturb the jut iſdiction 
of the the ancient county court. They were alſo of opi- 
nion, that the court of conſcience at Newcaſtle, although 
it is ebſtaliſhed by two acts of parliament, viz. the 1ſt - 
liam and Mary, and 27 George II. has not invaded, much 
leſs deſtroyed the county court iu claims under 40s. From 
hence it miy be inferred that the diſuſe of the county court 
at Newcaſtle for a long time; and the ſheriff's refuſal to 
hold the ſame accordidgto his ordinary juriſdition, drew 
watters cognizable therein to another examination or de- 
termination contrary to the laws of this realm, the * 
| an 
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und liberties of the ſubjects of this kingdom; for without 
the ſheriff execiite his office, none could. have remedy in 
his court, in the manner intended by the charter of 
Henry IV. which hath been frequently prejudicial to many 
- perſons, as well as {abverſive of our ancient laws, that'were 
confirmed by magna charta, and aided and Rirengthebed 
by laiter ſtatutes, and at this time in-full force in _y 
county in England. 

Amongſt many circumſtances which the revival of this 
court doth draw attention to, the followidg are n_ 
notified. 

That moſt civil cables which ariſe in the juriſdiction 
of the county of Newcaſtle, may be determined in this 
court, by a proper jury, and at lefs .expence than in the 
mayor's or ſheriff's court, and with comparable leſs time 


aud -expence then in any of the courts at Weftminfter. - 


Such cauſes may be tried in this court within two ot 
three court days; but cannot be tried ia the corporation 
courts until the next jury day, which is only once à year; 
and lam well informed there is an inſtance of a jury 41 
having been deferred three years. 


The old proverb, Delays are dangerous, is not n Ve- 
rified than by tedious law proceedings, which too r 
ha ve great reaſon io deplore. 

Actions of treſpaſs, and certain perſonal i. are 
more proper to be tried in county courts than any other 
courts; for if a jury there find a verdict under 40 ſhil - 
lings, the plaintiff is always entitled to coſis; but when 


Weſtminſter, the plaiatiff hath no mare coſts allowed him 
than damages are found by a jury, unleſs certain circum- 
. follow the verdict. "I" 


* 
* 


5 The 


ſuch actions ate in the corporation courts, or conurts at 
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The court of conſcience, at Newcaſtle, has d cognizance 
of ſmall debts, where the plaintiff or defendant lives out of 
the town and liberties; and in caſes determinable in the 
court of conſcience, the commiſſioners frequently oblige 
the plaiatiff, after the debt hath been a long time contracted 
and he has waited long for their determination, to take bis 
debt at very ſmall, and inconſiderable weckly or monthly 
payments, which are ſeldom fully per formed. This is 8 
remedy almoſt as bad as the diſeaſe. On this account mapy 
able debtors avoid payment of their juſt debts; and taunt- 
ing, bid defiance to their creditors, 

It ſeems that it was formerly very commos to los 
cauſes of naval or marine cagnizance from other parts of 
England, at a great expenee, to be tried at Newcaſtle aſſizes, 
where a jury of the brethern of the Trinity-houſe were 
preferred to any other for their abilities and ; undartagd» 
ing in matters of that nature.. This ſuggeſts how ufeful 
the county court may be made at Neucaſtie, tor determin- 
ing cauſes of naval or marine cognizance, on feigned or 
real iſſues, as. a jury of ſuch able and experienced men, are 
always to be found among the brethren of that houſe, who 
may. be impanelled to try an ifſoe of that nature; in the 
county court, at a very ſmall expence, independent of the 
ſages in the law, Who are ſeldom much acquainted with 
lea · ter ms; and ſome other neceſſary branches of knowlefige 


#elative thereto; andhow much morecotiſtitutional aud ſa- 


tisfaCtory to parties, muſt determinatious be according to the 
laws of the land, by a jury of twelve men, in ſmall as well as 
great matters, than that unlimited and diſcretionary power, 


veſted in the commiſſioners of the court of conſcietice, fo 
called, or in arbitrators, who are ſometimes as partial as 


he" parcies themſelves. Wben aibijcators As impar tia}, 
MIX 41% * "they 
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they cannot often ſift out the truth, becauſe they cannot 
en join or adminiſter at oath to the witneſles who are pro- 


duced and examined. 
I ſhall conclude theſe remarks, with one on that uncha- 


ritable aſperſion of the perſon by whoſe means proceedings 
in the county court are revived, viz. that he aimed at 
Tuining and impriſoning the poor. This calumny ought 
Dot to be entertained by any one, becauſe no ſuch inference 
can be drawn from a revival of law proccedings, that are 
quickeſt and leaſt expenſive. The gentleman's falſe ac- 
cuſers, ought to know, that after judgment in this court, 
no other execution can be iſſued out than allowed at the 
common law, by which law the body of the defendant 
could not be taken in execution, and the reaſon was that 
the body, in caſe of debt, ſhould not be detained in priſon, 
but be at liberty not only to follow his own affairs and 
buſineſs, but alſo to ſerve the king and his Ry? when 


veed * require. 
9 * PUBLICUS. 
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2 n the MODERN THEORY of A 
ing is eſtabliſbed. 
1 7 1 M A X I M I. 
Seer. who offers himſelf to repreſent the people 
in patliament, muſt never ſpeak as he thinks; but 
always ne what he never means to perform. 


„ len a Mei $14 ME e 
He muſt exert his utmoſt power and dene to corrupt 
: the morals of the people. 5 | 


"MAI 1 M u a 
He muſt ſpare no expence to obtain his election, though 
ke ſhould fink his whole eſtate. MAXIM 
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„n , 
If the end is profitable, the means uſed for attainiag it 
cannot be wrong. 
| . | 
| Corruption and luxury are the chief pillars of g=—=t, 
and the main principles by which a people are kept in 
dependence upon their ſuperiors. 
III. 

Virtue and ſelf-denial are the ruin of a nation: Tem- 

perance and frugality the ſources of faction. 
. 

Liberty is the privilege of none but thoſe who are rich; ; 

the reſt of mankind were all intended for ſlaves. 
M AX IM VIII. 

Every method ought to be taken to prevent the free - 
men and freeholders of Great - Britain from believing that 
they have any liberty after the day of eleAion, 

. 

Servants are not reſ; ponſible to their maſters ; but may, 
according to law and precedents, perform, or not perform, 
their duty as they pleaſe, 

MAXIM X. 

Thoſe who have power, and are able to purſue their 
own purpoſes, ought not to regard magna charta, or any 
other conſtitutional laws, | 


I ſhall illuſtrate the truth of theſe maxims, and ſet them 


in ſach a clear light, as they ſhall appear like the meridian 
ſun-ſhine to all the electors of Great-Britazn. 
r 
A candidate who offers himſelf to repreſent the people 
in parliament, muſt never ſpeak as he thinks ; but always 
promiſe what he never means to perform. 
This maxim is ſp well underſtood by the far greateſt 
park 


| 
| 
| 
{ 
| 


part of the candidates who have offered themſelves hi- 
therto for members of parliament, that it may appear ſu- 
perflous to attempt any illuſtration thereof, I hall only, 
for the benefit of the electors of Creat- Britain, who may 
hot ſo clearly perceive the force of this propoſition, en- 
deavout to make it plain to the meaneſt capacity. 

In demonſtrations of this fort, an appeal to experience 
and matters of fact, will undoubtedly contribute not a lit- 
tle to elucidate the truth of our maxim. It is manifeſt 
that for theſe forty years paſt, all our members of — 
when they were choſen, promiſed to do every thing wor- 
thy of the repreſentatives of the people of Great-Britain ; 
and yet we find very few of them, who ever paid the ſmalleſt 
regard to their inſtructions, or gave the leaſt attention to 
ther intereſt. Thoſe ſage and learned ſenators, who muſt 
always be ſuppoſed to have the beſt objects before their 
eyes, and muſt be allowed to know better than the people 
themſelves what is good for them, have never thought it 
proper to make good their promiſes to thoſe who elected 
them; bat have for the moſt part acted in direct oppoſi- 
tion to their warmeſt remonſtrances If there had not 
been, ſome cogent reaſons for ſuch behaviour, as are im- 
plied in the ward muf, in the maxim, it is not. to be ſup- 
poſed that ſuch a number of wiſe men would have acted 
quite contrary to their promiſes, That a candidate who of- 
fers himſelf, &c, muſt never ſpeak, as be thinks, will appear 
ſelf-evident to every perſon who gives himſelf the trouble to 
thinkin the ſmalleſt degree. Experience and matters of fact, 
which generally reveal the thoughts of mens hearts, ſhews, 
that the chief thing which our m r of p— t had 
in their thoughts, when they food candidates to be eleCt- 
ed, Were places, penfrons, and preferment, and that they.in- 

tended 
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tended, as ſoon as they took their ſeats in pt, to vote 
on the ſide of the mit, againſt the intereſts of the 
people. Had they revealed thoſe thorights when they of- 
fered themſelves as candidates, and informed the electors 
that they meant to make uſe of them for the ſake of preferring 
themſelves, it would have marred their election, and ſpoiled 
their whole deſign, which no wiſe men would wiſh to do. 
As the end of all things, though laſt in the execution, is 
firſk in the intention of efficient cauſes, ſo ic muſt always be 
the principal object of the mind to which all means muſt 
de rendered fubſervient: If the end is attained, the means, 
which are of no more fervice when the end is gained, are 
of very little conſideration; and ſeeing they are of no more 
uſe, when the end is anſwered, it would be abſurd and ri- 
diculons to think upon them any longer. Now as m——-rs 
of p tt only give their promiſes, for the end of be- 
ing ele&ed, when this is accompliſhed, their promiſes are 
ef no more ſervice to them till another election, when 
they make uſe of them for the ſame purpoſe, and forget 
them for the ſame reaſons. As a candidate, before he is 
clected, is in a ſtate of dependance, he is under a neceſſity 
to do and promiſe many things which he does not mcan to 
thiak upon, when he has gained his point; for as his cir- 
eumſtances then are altered, and the end for which he 
promiſed fulfilled, he has no occaſion to mind his promiſe 
any longer. It would be as abſurd for a gentleman to re- 
gard his promiſe, when he has obtained his end by pro- 
miſing, as for a man to plough down his crop in time of 
harveſt, becauſe he had made his plovgh, which was the 
means for obtaining the end of the crop. The harveſt of 
all the promiſes made in electioneer ing, is a place under go- 
yernment; a penſien, or a titia of honour ; but provided gen- 
tlemen 
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tlemen. were to accompliſh their promiſes to their conſti- 
tuents, and fly in the face of the mr, their harveſt 
would ſoon be ſhaken, and all their hopes diſappointed. 
This is what no prudent man would wiſh to happen. 

But to make this maxim; as plain as the noſe on the face of 
the ſtatue in Berkly:fquare, lei it be conſidered, when his 
came to poſſeſſion the of c—n, he made ſome very gracious 
promiſes, which he has never paid the ſmalleſt regard to: 
Wich flattering promiſes threw the nation into an exta- 
ſy of joy, and made the people cry vivant —x—a for ever, 
The nation has now waited with great patience, theſe 
ten years paſt, for the accompliſhment of his pro- 
miles, and there is no appearance of their being fulfilled ag 
yet. Now as we are certain, infallibly certain, that the 
can do wrong, and are ſure that he has not re- 
membered the ſubſtance of his promiſe contained in his 
printed ſpeech when he aſcended the t e, we are as 
certain that thoſe who imitate his moſt pigus and chriſtian 


example, muſt be right, unleſs ſuch as follow an infallible 


director, may be ſuppoſed to err, which all men know is 
abſurd. The generality of the people, who are always 
exclaiming againſt their members of p t, do not re- 
felt, that when they accuſe them of a breach of promiſe, 
that they are accuſing an higher authority, which theſe 
gentiemen faithfully imitate, and endeavour to copy.— 
If that maxim is true (and Z/ach/ion has aſſured us that 


it is) That the — can do no wrong, it mult certainly fol · 


low, that ſach as imitate his moſt pious and chriſtian ex- 
awple, muſt act zight.. It is therefore as plain as any de- 
moaſtration in Caclid, that if the can do no wrong, 


the repreſentatives of the people, who imatate him, muſt 
be iuſallibly in the right, All this reaſoning is benden 
upon 


r 


are like to . Now as his 
Juſtice, and can do no wrong, bovgh he ſhould promiſe 
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upon the 21ſt propaiition of the ſixth book of Euclid, —» 
Taz To abr f dune, Ka: a 6640 0440: Thar 
right lined figures, which are like to one and the ſame 
right lined figure, are like to one another, Let vs ſups 
pole A to repreſent magna charta; B his ; and C. 
the p- t: The ——— can do no ven, and con- 
ſequently B 40 agree with 4. The p t C. is like 
his B; and B is lik to N both B and C, 
is the fountain of 


what he does not mean to perform, and the p-———t 
ſhould copy his example; it muſt follow, if tex 
principles were conformed to juſtice, ſo muſt thoſe of 
the p———t be. If the members of p tt were to 
ipeak as they think, and perform their promiſes to their 


"conſtituents, they mould not agree with the fountain of 
Juſtice, and therefore would err moſt egregioufly. It muſt 
therefore be a fair confequence, that candidates, who offer 


themſelves to reprefent the people, muſt never ſpeak as 


they think, but always promiſe what they never meant to 
perform. CE P. A FREEMAN. 
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f Sn. I am to be 1 . that a certain venerable 


cloth, (over and above what appears in tbe liſt of ne- - 


made voters) have been much concerned in this wreſting 


from a free people their rights and immunities. To be- 
tome fautors to ſuch unwarrantable ptocerdings, to 0 Jie 
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"thee enemies of cliabliſhed order, are ations incompatible 
with the characters of true and inoffenſive paſtors. It this 
be the light they let ſhine before men, how faintly muſt 
cheir good works appear: at laſt! ] Preach what they will, 
deeds like theſe will oppoſe the belief of their doctrines. 
Can we wonder now why ſchiſm ſhould the church in- 
vade Can we wonder at the lukewarmneſs ſo much ob- 
ſerved of late in our public worſhi p? ? T he good bear in 
themſelves the | image « of true religion, and never can feri- 
ouſly conform to what j interrupts the cloudleſs ray of jon 
devotiou. The inconſiderate muſt be ruled and epli ighteg- 
ed by the force of good-cxample i in texchers, and by that 
| alone, Think it not, therefore, unſeaſonable in the writer 
- hereof, to warn you who thus have wandered from your f- 
cred ſphere, to lay the matter t& heart, and forget, not 
the vaſt importance of your charge; namely, the care of 
immortal fouls, Think then, and attempt not by wrong ex- 
ample to lead us into the paths of darkneſs and confuſion. 


Ia this very extraordinary. drama, how dark ſoever 
the ignomioy of the plotters, 'firlt officers, and other 
principal characters may appear, it is certainly a crime 
of a very high nature in the lower actors. Theſe hono- 
raries (if I may fo call them) have haſtily accepted what 
the ruling powers had no right (that the world knows 
of) to beſtow, in the manner they did. It was uſurp- 
ing, or rather fiching, another's property. The receiv- 


er is accounted guilty as the thief; and it is no abſurdity 


* to ſuppoſe, that ſuch uncommon attemptens would. take 


L 


r 0 the injuſtice, a 


. away. any other valuable from me, could they do it 
With the like impunity, Prudence will dire® that ve a- 
cere .confideyce | if placed. in ſuch uncertain Integrity. 


d the nature of the gift; they take it to 
ſerve 
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N 
ſerve a premeditated purpoſe; to give their ſuffrage. as 
the donors directed. Well may we account for the cqg- 
fuſſian of face in ſome of thery, when they came to poll; 
ag unþiaſſed counſellor within was not to be deceived 4 
no evaſion of the moral law could perſuade | ! ſhe detected, 
and ſhewed them the baſeneſs of the deed, and pronoun. 
ced it bribery ; ; differing little from that of the moſt 
profligate, who taketh the gold in hand, Would not an 
impartial jury view it inthe fame light, and with one voice, 
cry out guilty! Many of them have heretofore ſupported 
2 good character, let them now conſider what ſuſpicion, 
what an odium they hare brogght upon themſelves, tho' 
fortunately acquitted by advocates in law, which perbaps 
may be accompliſhed, yet how mean, how intentionally 
bad they muſt appear ta every vnprejudiced mind. Iam 
inclined to be the more particular on this point, becauſe 
there be ſome who ſtrenuouſly endeavour to excuſe, and 
to draw the action in more agreeable colours. The laws 
of religion and moral rectitude, muſt, according to their 
talk, have no weight in political conteſts; but every 
thinking Briton may eaſily ſee thro! ſuch inconſiſteneꝝ aud 
fineſſe, ' Agents on pay, may think themſelves right in 
rindicating the moſt indirect meaſures, if by theſe they 
have ſucceeded in their views. If they effect their own 
imaginary ſelf-intereſt, ſmall difference (to them) whether 
it be from the wages of diſcredit, or houour: But pity it 
is, ſuch opinions ſhould prevail in Britain? 

The more we criticiſe the ſcenes, the more are we at 2 
toſs how to adjuſt them, We may call it the wonderful, 
to ſee ſuch a various perfone ſupporr an unity of actipp. 
However, we muſt own, nay, muſt admire! the know- 
tedge anddexterity of the political poet, whoſoever he be. 
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Tt is really ſurpriſing, that men who are legally free of 


Neucaſtle, and other conſiderable corporations, ſhould 


conſent to beco me honoraries of Durham, on occaſi on ſo 
arbitrary. Durhamis the great opening toan over-bearing 
power. If the proceeding meet with the ſanction of pu- 
blic law, more important towns will alſo loſe their boaſt. 
ed prerogative. What uſage then can ſuch expect from 
their fellow-freemen, who have thus attempted to lay the 
foundation of their mutual rnin! Beſides, had they no 
lucrative hopes in view, there is ſomething very low and 
ungenerous in ſtriving to deprive others of a ſhare of the 
public bleſſings they themſelves enjoy, when they are equally 
entitled by the long eſtabliſhed laws of their country. If 
the Newcaſtle freeman glories | in his right of voting at elec- 
tions of members for that town (unqueſtionably entitled 
by patrimony, or ſervitude) why ſhould he envy the like 
benefit in freemen elſewhere. Whatever principle the ac- 
tion is grounded on, it belongs not to the characteriſtic 
of Britons. Well timed was the prudent reſolution of 
ſome gentlemen, who, having been ſolicited to be made 
free in the new manner, rejected it; and ſome there are, 
1 am told, who, after accepting the freedom, refuſed tg 
poll Let theſe have the praiſe they deſerve. 
| ( To be continued. J 


Advice to the Fremen of Newcaſtle. | 
-A DVICE to the freemen of Neucaſtle, may, in many 
A caſes, extend to all the freemen in Great-Brithin ; 
their natural rights are common, and their dangers equal. 
It is now time for all who have the leaſt regard for con- 
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itutional liberty, to conſider the tenor thereof, and ex- 
ert the powers they are inveſted with to ſupport it. Ages 
to come will have occaſion to bleſs or execrate the preſent 
generation of freemen, according as they behave at the 
next general election. Before that period approaches, it 
is the duty of all, whom the conſtitution of England has 
entruſted with the rights of poſterity, to examine with a 
critical Accuracy, the characters of thoſe who have acted 
upon the political theatre for the laſt ſeven years. The 
pooreſt freeman in England, has, by the laws of the land, 
as good a right to ſcrutinize the conduct and characters of 
thoſe who have bcen entruſted with the public concerns of 
the community, as the higheſt baron in the nation; his 
poſſeſſions and liberty ought to be as dear to him, as ta 
thoſe who may look down upon him with the moſt ſove- 
reign contempt. Though the greateſt part of the free- 
men and freeholders in England, may not have time to 
ſtudy the refined arts of politics, yet there is not one, 
who is not able by the aſſiſtance of common ſenſe, to di- 
ſriogaiſh between a traitor to his country, and an honeſt 
ſupporter of the common liberties of mankind, When we 
hear that any of the repreſentatives of the people of Eng- 
land debaſe their character by becoming penſioners to an a- 
bandoned adminiſtration ; when they openly tell the world 
by their practice, that they ſerve two maſters; when they 
ſolicit the votes of the unſuſpicious electors of Britain, 
with a deſign to advance themſelves 1 into the chair of pre- 
ferment, or to obtain poſts and penſions ſuperior to com- 
petent eſtates: Can we heſitate a moment to determine 
them hypocritical betrayers of their conſtituents, and ve- 
nal worſhippers of intereſt and power? Does it require a 
deep ſkill in politics to diſtinguiſh between a man who 

ſerves 
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feryes. the public from a principle of patriotiſm, and 2 
time- ſerver, who veers about with every gale of intereſt, 

nd is turned with every puff of perefermeat ? Thoſe who 
covet offices of ſtate, or military employments, cannot by 
the lays of the Engl. o conſtitution be true repreſentatives 
of the people. The intereſts | of the crawn, and thoſe of 
the people ought ever to be one; but ſuch is the infelicity 


of buman affairs, and the imbecility of our nature, that in 
many inſtances i in all ages, they have been different, The 


| conſjitution has theretore wiſely 2ppointed, that the ſtate 
ſhould have fervants, and the people guardians entirely 
distinct, leſt that the dazzling ſplendour of court prefer- 
ment ſhould miſlead the truſlees of the community, or make 
them betray the cauſe of the people. Penſioners or 
placemen in a Britiſh bh of c 8, will always be 
the bane of civil liberty. The freemen of Great. Britain 
onght therefore to enquire who have been, or at preſent 
are upon the liſt of pen ſioners ; ; and they may find this 
ſecret in almoſt every almanack. Set them all down as 
cyphers againſt the next election. If his m pleaſes 
to continue their places and penſions, let them ſerve him : 
but be not you ſo unmindful of yourſelves, families, 7? 
poſterity, : as to give them a hearing. Put them in mind. 
that they cannot ſerve two maſters, without betraying the 
cauſe of the one or the other. When they come down, 
freighted with the ſtores of the treaſury, and open Bette 
of rolyptiguſaeſs in your towns and cities, with a defi ign 
to corrupt your morals, and betray your cauſe, ſhua 
them as you would do the peſtilence, and ſuffer them to 
devour the wages of corruption thetbfelves, and paſs the 
time of their diſſipation in abſolute neglect and contempt. 
FE rery worſel of their dainties is poiſon, and their drink 
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condemftibon; to join | in thetr revel is deſttuctibn; to be 
united with them in intereſt 1s national ruin. They wil! 
fealt) you for 2 moment, to ſtarve you and your poſterity for 
ages; and bribe you for the prefent, to fell you for ever. 
Search all the court calendars CTY the liſt parlament, 
and mark Every pentioned t= ir that has "fat in the 
— of — , feaſting on the wages of tris country's ſtavery. 
Salt Tei. een. for the paultry conſideration of ſome ri 
vate emolumeat; ; for the hope of the favour or "intereſt of 


oe lord or baronet, (which will only laſt white they are 
raves to their aobirido) make them Tel their Iiberties, 


which, to every good to man, is dearer than Rfe? Forbid 
it, ye powets, which have long watched over Brirziy! Let 
not freetien wreath 4 yoke of flavery abut their GW 
necks: When the ſordid ſons of covetoufneſs are preferring 
their own ſelf-intereſt to every orher cohfideration, and 
willowing f in the midſt of the rotten paraphernalia of this 
world; accounting public virtue friendſhip, and nations! 
bappinefs as ſea werd; when the vpſtart, unlettered mu- 
ſkro6n of yeſterdiy, aſſume offices they were tiever fit for, 
aud claim honoars for which they have no merit, aud to 
which they never had any claim, except what was dig- 
ged out of a coul pit, or hauled from the bottom of a lead 
mine, and under colobt of authority, endeavour to per- 
vert both law and juſtiee. Let the independent freemen 
of Newcajtle, and all their friends in Britain, ſhew them, 
that not wealth, but merit ſhall bear rule: That contempt 
Mall be the portion of ignorant oppreffors, and that even 
'tavantains of filver and gold ſhall not; preſerve them fem 
finking into everlaſting oblivion. 
Suffer me to conjure every independent freewed, and 
freehelder in England 6 cobſider, we vo private attack - 
ment 


- —__— <w—©—_— 4 


| 
| 
* 


78 The FREEMEN'Ss MAGAZINE. 


ment, without equal merit, can have any weight in the 
eſteem of a true friend of conſtitutional liberty. Names 
aud riches, withont mental quali ſications, and public 
virtue, are the mere bubbles of empty minds, which were 
never furniſhed with ſentiments of true wiſdom or honout> 
The name of a conteſted election, is a diſgrace to A free 
Engliſhman. Where is the foundation for a conteſt, except 


when virtue has forſaken a nation, and bribery is reduced 
io to aſyſtem? The con teſt is then a mark of ſlavery, and a 


public teſtimony that the electors are not free. Were the 
burgeſſes of Neucaſtle free, when twenty thouſand pounds 
could give them a member of parliament? When the wor- 
thy ———, With a large bag of money, and a_ band of 
tuffians, could force himſelf into a ſeat in parliament, 
Theſe were glorious days, when jacobites were accounted 
patriots, and the friends of the Pretender the only lovers 


of their country! The freemen of Newcaſtle muſt remem- 
ber thoſe days with ſhame, aud tremble at the thoughts | 


of the like returning times. They will ſoon have it in 


their power to ſhew, that whatever the principles of the 


good —— the freemen of the corporation of Newcaſtle are 
entirely poſſeſſed of revolution principles; that the leaſt 
jealouſy of any perſon's: being otherwiſe minded, will 
be ſufficient to rebrobate him for ever from their eſteem as 
a perſon to be truſted with the rights and privileges of a 


free people. The reſolution which a great majority of the 


free burgeſſes of Mucaſtle have entered into, will, I hope, 
remain petmament, as à principle in their hearts for ever. 
They have reſolved to ſpurn, with contempt, from their 
preſence, that man who ſhall be ſo audacious as to offer 


to bribe them, or ſhall dare to open a caravan ſary for enter - 
taining epicures and drunkards, With a deſign to dennde 


them 


>. 
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them of their ſenſes, to obtain their votes. They reflect 
with ſhame upon the paultry three ſhillings, which were ſo 
frugally given to the companies near ſeven years ago; and 
ſhould it now be advanced to as many thouſand pounds, 
and tendered by the worthy upon his knees, all the 
freemen of Newcaftle (the den of ſlaves excepted) would, 
I truſt, with one voice exclaim, Thy money periſh with 
thee !” JUNIUS. 


_— 


———_— 
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7 the Editors of the FREEMEN's MAGAZINE. 
GENTLEMEN, 


þ que is nothing more frequent than to hear men 
of power and authority expreſs a kind of reſentment, 


when they ſee perſons of an ordinary degree buſy themſelves 
about what they take for the intereſt of their country; and 
are pleaſed to call it ſaucy and impudent, for the ſcum of the 
earth to offer to dictate to a magiſtrate or member of parlia- 
ment, To be convinced of this, we need only caſt our 
eyes on thele gentlemen and their creatures, who ſeem to 
de provoked at nothing ſo much as the inſolence of the 
Editers of your Magazine, and the independant ſpirit of the 
Free burgeſſes of Newcaſtle; the patriotiſm of whom, ac- 
cording to their dedrine, is conſtrued into fat in and 
edition. | 
But with humble ſubmiſſion to theſe arbitrary domina 
tors, there have been now and then extraordinary in- 
ſtances of patriotiſm and public ſpirit, even among the moſt 
ordinary ſort of people. The famous Stævola was but a 
poor citizen of Reme. The Smith, in the Iincries, who 
refuſed to put irons upon Hubert de Burgh, becauſe he 
| J. thought 
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thought him an honeſt man, and a good ſervant to his prince, 
was not of a rank to have been a cemmon- council mas; aud 
White, Reed, and Gutherie, though common mechanics, have 
kindled a flame, that neither the pewer or influence of magi- 
fierial authority will be adle to quench. 

There is, indeed, a fort of enthuſiaſm in public ſpirit, 
which renders it politically prudent in corrupt magiſtrates 
to diſcourage it; and yet thcre is ſomething ſo great and 
fo divine in this enthuſiaſm, that men of a better turn, 
though they dare not encourage it, yet catinot but admire 
ir. And it is a point that our great men ought to conſider 
with attention, that wherever corruption becomes flagrant 
and univerſal, this Zeroic lunary of public ſpirit is moſt likely 
to appear. | | 

Actuated by ſuch principles, a few honeft burgeſſes of 
Newcaſtle have been ſtruggling theſe ſome years for their 
dying liberties ; for, as men of ſenſe and reflection, they 
could not but behold the corruption, luxury and oppreſ- 
ſion the private frauds, the public robberies, and the cnor- 
mous violation of jultice, under which this nation labours. 
They ſee rapes unpuniſhed ; adulterers unreproved; barbars- 
ous murders either ſcreened by the Nate, or atoned for by 
money; they ſee members of pt act contrary to theic 
inſtructions, and attempting to rob them of their birth» 
rights. In a word, they ſee an univerſal degeneracy of 
manners in the governing part of the kingdom, and parti- 
_ cularly in N—c—#, In this ſituation, my fellow bur- 
geſſes, you muſt cry * Aloud, and ſpare not;* and as Philip 
of Macedon kept a page, who, to moderate his ambition, 
and put him ig mind of his duty as a prince, was wont to 
awake him in the morning, with this ſalutation, Remember, 


Philip, that thou art a man. So we ſhould thunder in the 
: ears 
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ears of every elector in Briton, Support ycur independence at 

the enſuing election, or be ſlaves for ever. 
Newcaſtle, May 10, 1774. | | d 
MARCUS AURELIUS. 


1 kx 1 8 
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Huecdates from Lettres Curieuſes ſur divers ſujects. 
( Concluded from page 34.) 

Reakfaſting, and drinking ſome coffre, was the firſt 
B thing we did; but this only by the bye. To be ſhort, 
it truck twelve, and we ſat down at table, Whilſt we were 
eating, one of Mr Ceyt's children comes in, all in tears, and 
demands ſatisfaction for the wrong done him by the ſon 
of Mr de Bos Camp, who juſt before killed his magpie with 
2 gun ſhot. The father, ſomewhat ſurpriſed to hear this, 
ſent immediately a ſervant to know the circumſtances of 
that matter. The ſervant came back ſoon after, and ſaid, 
that the young gentleman, being gone abroad to ſhoot 
ſparrows, ſaw the magpie vpon a tree, and killed her with- 
out knowing her, Every body ſcemed concerned for the 
accident ; and becauſe I could hardly comply with their 
grimmace, my curioſity prompted me to aſk them, ſmiling, 


how they came to be ſo uneaſy at the death of fuch a ſor- 
ry creature? They anſwered, very ſeriouſly, that they 


were not doleful without reaſon, ſince that bird, which 
they had kept for a long time, and which frequently viſit- b 
ed all the inhabitants of the village in one day, ſpoke like 
a man; uttered a hundred pleafant things, and among 
others, told the maids in ſuch a manner as made them break 
out into laughter. So, ſo, alwear de kan in hand? Tapt 
Caronie Tapt, loop nac de kelder, drinkt met perrit. So, 
lo, Mya Heer ſal Ugelagh betalem, &c. At theſe words [ 


. leave 
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leave you to judge of my amazement ; it was ſo great, that 
every body perceived it immediately: So that I thought it 
was then time to entertain the company with it, the 
thing appeared ſo extraordinary, and afforded ſome diver- | 
ſion. What ſtuck to my heart ſtill, was the riddle about 
the letters, wherein [ pretended there was ſome myſtery; 
but the tutor of the gentleman's children told me them. 
Sir, it will not be more difficult to make you eaſy upon that 
head than the other. Afterwards he informed me, that 
having bought an oration, which I had newly printed, he 
took it, the day before, and went to read it in the ſnade of 
a neighbouring coppice; and, being tired with his medi- 

tations, he ſat down upon the ground, and with the end 
ol his ſtick, delineated the initial letters of my name, which 
was -prefixed to that ſmall book; and that he added, under 
them, his own name, viz. N. V. which ſingnify Nicholas 
Uyloborm, 

It is manifeſt, from this tory, that we ought not to be 
haſty in drawing conſequences from all events which hap- 
pen us. Mr Petet, whilſt he had à ſtrong fancy that the 
letters N. V. meant non ultra, he heard a bird ſay, Yeu 
Hall pay the reckoning; and then ſaw a man run up to him 
with a great knife in his hand. Any one, who conſiders 
thoſe three circumſtance, muſt needs be ſenſible that- 
Mr Petot was in a very great fright. 


tt „* 
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To the En of ** FREEMEN's MAGAZINE. 
| SOLILOQUY. | 
Sir W. B. in an Antichamber reclining on @ Couch, 
HIS world is oddly chang'd—'tis a Guildhall, 


Whereevery little wretch dare ſhew his face, 
And give his betters laws. 


i've 
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[I've ponder'd much upon theſe vile inſlru@iens | 
Thoſe were the baſis of theſe factious times; 
Thoſe the origin of my fallen glory 
A meagre, dirty, impudent banditti, 

Vile as the vileſt excrements of earth, 
Aſſum'd a power but known to their ſuperiors, 
And gave a walk to me and my colleague 
Invariably to ſtalk in! 

Could I, - who never knew but to dictate; 
The princely I, who regulated all 
Within the limits of Northumbria's plains, 
Yield a ſubmiſſion to that half ſtarv'd group, 
And aid their factious ends! | 
Twas better far I pleas'd the horned Duke, 
And plac'd a Lutterel in a Wilkes's lap 

Here could I ſmile, - did not another bane 
To kind burſt in reflection, upon my peace: 
'Tis the PETITION !—couch'd by the ſame baſe ſet, 
But to affront e'en majeſty himſelf. | | 
Diſſolve the H of C——s did it pray? 

As well beg Nature's God to melt the earth ! 
Where—in what corner of this mighty globe 
Could ſo much wiſdom be again collected, 

To plan the weal of this extenſive empire? 

A body firm, conſiſtent, wiſe, —and chaſte 

As midnight ſnows, unkiſſed by the ſun. 

The thought's ſeditious —Sedition hatch'd it all, 
And in this port conceiv'd it ſafe to moor 
MOOR !—MOOR !—Aye, there's the rub! 
What miſchiefs by this Moor have not been done? - 
This liberal hand, that thouſands have reliev'd, 
Whom poverty and pain had made a prey 
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And ſtretch'd upon the horrid bed of tortute, 
Is now inſulted by this factious crew, 
And all my noble, princely, generous deeds 
Lie buried in oblivion !——— 
In. fated Sovereign of Newcaſile's empire 
Better had this accurſed ſpot of earth, 
With what's deem'd precious in its gloomy womb, 
Been daſh'd into the boſom of the deep : 
»Twill prove the rougheſt mountain in my way 
To {epatorial honours ! | 

Theſe fends will never ceaſe, no neyer end, 
This Moor will ſurely cruſh my great career, 
And bear me toa better, peaceful world. 
My dark adviſer feels not like to me: 
He plann'd, he portion'd,—andI ſign'd the deed ; 
And when the deed was done—he call'd it law! 
Alas! how flimſy is the ground we tread 
Where Lawyers point the way. 

But I'll no longer thus my mind perplex; 
Reflection but unhinges every power, 
And leaves me ſhivering like the winter tree. 


Iwill command myſelf. be ob/tinately firm: 
Zo let the world roll on! 
Newcaſtle, June 1, 1774. S8COUR GE. 


To the EDITORS Us the FREEMEN's MAGAZINE. 
GENTLEMEN, 
Having obſerved in the Newcaſtle Chronicle an Inſriptin, 
faid to be — an the Foundation Stone of the New Alem- 


ty - 


| 
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bly- Room, you will pleaſe to inſert the following Comment 
ußon that elegant Inſcription, 
In an age, when the tide of corruption, 


By R-——»-l encouragement, deluged the land, 
When Luxury had advanced to 


A ſtate of perfection, 
Udknown in any former period, 
The firſt ſtone 

Ot this edifice, 
Dedicated to the moſt magical Circe, 
Was laid by /. L-—s, E. 
On the 16th day of May, 1774. 


. 
— — — — — 6—N— — —— 


When a ſtaguation 
Of trade, and the high price of proviſions, 
Had reduced the poor to the greateſt extremity; 
When the bridge, once over Tyne 
At Neucaſtle, remained 
Entomb'd in the depths of the riyer, 
A heap of ruias, 
A chaos of diſorder; 
To their everlaſting diſgrace, the gentlemen of Aewcafle 
Continue to waſte their time, 
And ſpend their ſubſtance 


In celebrating the rights of Venus and the ceremonies of 


Bacchus. 
Five thouſand 
Pounds were rais'd by ſubſcription, 
Through a vicious emulation to excel in politeneſs : 
And land, devoted to pious purpoſes, 
Was fold by the vicar, a thing 
Unknown in any former period: 


And this fabric Was 
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Was raiſed 


on the ruins af religion and the morals of mankind. 


The pious ſanction of /. L——s, E/q; 


Engraved on braſs, continues to ſhew the profligacy of this 


A humourous Stery of a Surgeon and his Horſe, from the Manu- 
ſeript of a Journey from Newcaſile to Edinburgh, Gla/- 
gow, Oc. by the Author of Sermons to Aſſes, 2 to 


be publiſhed by Subſcription. A 1 
T is a very diſagreeable thing in wravelling, to come 

immediately from the fragrance of a bean field, into 
The odours are generally very diffe- 


I 


a town or village. 


rent, and affect the fibres of the noſe in a quite different 


malnaecr, 


What we loſe in ſenſation, may oftentimes be 


made up by reflection and reaſoning ;. and objects in them- 
ſelves not delightful, may, notwithſtanding, be made a- 


grecable, and afford as much real knowledge. 


But what 


has this to do with-a ſurgeon and his borſe? It is a great 
misfortune for people to have to ſend for a ſurgeon, And 
it is a great mor tiſication for a ſurgeon to have no body 


to ſend for him. 


It is, however, neceſſury for the gentle - 


men of the peſile to have a Roſenante ready ſaddled, in 


caſe ſome body ſhould call 


A ſon of Eculapius, who, in 


the country, is called doctor, had a horſe exactly the pic- 
ture of Sancho's galloway; but his maſter was more like 
the knight of the w eful countenance than the good 'ſquire. 
He was continually riding agaipſt wind mills inſtead of 


giants; for like all knights errants, he had a wind-mill 
in his head, 


This 


* 
f 
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This gentleman, like Dr Sp, when he ſent Gbadiah 
about his inſtruments, wanted always to be ready; tor thts 
reaſon he made his man ſaddle his horſe in the morning, 
and ordered bim to bring him out as ſoon as he roſe, with- 
out ſo much as ſuffering the poor animal to taſte a morſel of 
oats, barley, or beans. This was the ſevere fate of Roſe- 
nante; and the fate of the ſervant was not much better. The 
doctor had dreamed the night before, that ſome body. had 
ſent for him to pare noſes. Probably he had been reading 
Slaukenbergius upon noſes before he went to bed, which 
made the viſions of his brain diſturb him. Some ideas 
concerning noſes had lighted upon his pincal gland, and, 
by wimpling through the ſmall veſſels in the brain, had at 
laſt ſtuck faſt in the bore of the ſæull which leads the ſpinal 
marrow from the medulla oblongata; and there they ſtuck 
falt, and reſted immoveable; they were wedged as cloſe 
as it was poſlible for ideas to be driven into ſo narrow a 
paſſage; ſo cloſe were they forced into the magnum fora- 
men, that ſleep wus obliged to take flight, and to ſeek an- 
other reſidence all that night. So Roſenante was obliged 
to be ſaddled, that the doctor might be ready to ride in 
ſearch of noſes as ſoon as he could be ready, 

It was paſt ten o'clock when I came to Helſord, and the 
poor galloway was walking backwards and forwards along 
the ſtreet with the ſervant at his head; and this they had 
done ſome hours before, as my landlord informed me. The 
doctor will be hear juſt now, ſaid an old woman out at a 
window; he is very buſy ; walk on boy, he will be ſoon 
ready, accidents cannot be helped. The ſervant gave a 
look which declared as much as if he did not believe her; 
and Roſenante looked as ill pleaſed as his leader; and ſo 
te mig ght, for he had not as yet taſted his breakfaſt, It 

* | M | was | 
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was now paſt two o'clock, and at a moderate computation, 
the ſervant and the horſe had walked at leaſt a dozen of 
miles travelling backwards and forwards from one end of 
the town to the other, to let the people ſee that the doc- 
tor was going to ride. The ſervant and Roſenante curſed 
him inwardly; and I dare ſay they could not help it, for 
both of them ſtood need of their breakfaſt. He'll come at 
laſt, ſaid I, to my laadlord ; I'll be hanged if he does, ſaid 
my landlord. He muſt be reading Slaukenbergius upon 
noſes, thought I to myſelf, My landlord ſaid he was not 
reading at all, but w g. There is no occaſion for 
that, ſaid our miſtreſs; for he has a wife of his own. 
There are too many addicted to that vile practice, added 
| ſhe, and the court is to blame for it; for every apotheca- 
ry's apprentice wants now to imitate the conrt in In 
what, ſaid my landlord? The miſtreſs ſaid no more. 

It was now paſt four o'clock; the doctor ordered in his 
horſe, and took ſome more time to conſider the dottrine of 
noſes, He wanted the people of the town to think that he 
was hurried with buſineſs; and for that reaſon ordered his 
horſe to be walking ready before the door. Then ſome- 
thing new would come in the way, which hindered him 
from mounting; and frequently the hurry went off, and the 
doctor remained at home for the whole day. I pitied his 
horſe. , 
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NN E free burgelics 7 of ede being de- 
7 ſerted by weir magillraces, and oppoſed 
11 = 2 by chem in every Heß they took I in their 
0 2 petitigü to dhe thi "one, we ſhall give ous 


” 
WP readers an account of a few of their pro- 


n . ler cbedings befbre tile liguing and ſending a- 
way of thei änder Written pettuion. As none of thericher ſort 
of thie cor pe tion „Er Kilt, Aßppeared! in this cauſe, they were 
'at/aloſs for oli wh the chair, at a general meeting they 
propoſed" to be held at the Forth. 71%. They juſtly conſider- 


ed, that a berſon of fome charaRer and dignity would add 
weight to their proceedings, and remove the alperſions 
which were caſt upon them, on account of their meanneſs 
and infignificance, | Sir Francis Delaval was: propoſed, 
and immediately applied to, who came to town' with all 
expedition, and was appointed chairman.  Gezrge Guthrie 
was ſent as a meſſenger from the freemen, mounted on a 
galloway, called Liberty, and rode in character to Seaton 
Delaval, waited upon Sir Francis, and w:s politely recei- 
ved. Sir Francis, without heſitation, entered into the 


ſpirit of their proceedings, and fiewed great zeal in pro— 
moting the petition, 


M « Order 
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% Order is heav'n's firſt law; and this conſeſt, 
Some are, and muft be, greater than the reſi.” 
Pors. 
FELLOW BURGESSES, 
8 there muſt be, in all well regulated governments 
A and communities, a due ſubordination ; ſo there 


ought always to be a proper reſpect paid to all worthy ma- 
giſtrates. It gave me, therefore, not a little pleaſure: to ſee 
fuch a decency obſerved by vs, at our guild laſt Monday : 

But, at the ſame time, it muſt be acknowledged, that on 
the diſſolution of that court, our mode of expreſſing our 
diſſatisfaction (on the petition having been diſcountenanced) 
was very groſs and. blameable; though I really believe 
we were miſled into that ill behaviour, by the indiſcre tion 
(ot to give it a worſe name) of our Sin kee or 


our common cryer. 


I cannot but take notice. here, hay one "wraufattion of 
the preſent adminiſtration more immediately concerned 
us; Which, as it was totally repugnant to ſound, national 
policy, ſo it will prove particularly detrimental to this 
place and neighbourhood. One would have hoped, there- 
fore, that ſuch treatment would have induced our magi- 
ſtcates, rather to have ſhewn leſs, than more, compliance 
than others, to ſhun an adminiſtration ! 

The rejction of the petition, by their wor ſhips the ma- 
giſtrates, is, however, fellow burgeſſes, by no means a 
proof of its impropriety ; no; for the ſame meaſure has not 


only been adopted, but unanimouſly approved of, by one 


of the moſt opulent, moſt extenſive, and moſt important 
counties, in Great-Britain; and ſurely it would be highly 
immodeſt, if not impudent in us to ſuppoſe, that one of the 
largeſt counties of England, ſhould not be able to afford, 

| at 
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at leaſt an equal number as ſenſible and knowing men as 
our corporation ! 

Let us, however, my fellow burgeſſes, be quiet under 
this diſappointment; and let us comfort ourſelves with 
reſlecting, that, our opinion in this caſe, co-incides with 
that of ſome of the moſt able, moſt amiable, and moſt re- 
ſpect ful characters of the age we live in, namely, Sir George 
Saville, Sir George Armytage, Sir Robert Bernard, and many 
more, all men cminently diſtinguiſhed, 

Thus you ſee, fellow burgeſſes, if we are deemed by 
ſome, to have greatly erred, on this important ſubject, 
yet even ſuch muſt allow, that we have erred with exceed- 
ing good company. ANGLO-BRITANNUS, 

Newcaſtle, Oct. 10, 1769, 


— _— 


Newcaſile, Nov. 11, 1769. 

T a numerous and reſpectable meeting of the free 
A burgeſſes and freeholders of this town and county, 
on Wedneſday laſt, Sir Francis Blake Delaval, Knight of the 
Bath, (in conſequence of a previous invitation) was unani- 
mouſly voted into the chair. The buſineſs of the meet- 
ing was opened by one of the body, which was taken up 
by the chairman; who, in a very elegant and maſter ly 
ſpeech, explained the propriety of the meeting. He en- 
tered with accuracy into the foundation of their com- 
plaints, and, with great ſtrength of argument, ſupported 
the meaſure of a petition to his majeſty for a d n 


of p -t. A petition was, in conſequence, unani- 
mouſly voted, and two were produced and read; but the 
preference was clearly given to the latter, which was or- 
dered to be engroſſed, and prepared with all expedition for 

ſign- 
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ſigaing. This meeting reflects the greateſt honour upon 
the free burgeſſes, who, notwithſtanding their numerous 


appearance, conducted themſelves with the greateſt order 
88 d regularity. 
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T a very numerous and reſpeclable meeting of the 
A independent burgeſſes and freeholders of this town 
and county, beld at the Forth bauſe, on MHenday laſt, Sir 
Francis Blake Delaval, Knight of the Bath, in conſequence 
of a reſolution of the firſt general meeting, reſumed the 
chair, and opened the intention of the preſent in a ſhort, 
but ſpirited, ipeech ; after which, Sir Walter Blackett, and 
Mr Ridley, our worthy repreſentatives, who honoured the 
burgeſſes with their preſence, deſired to be heard. Sir 
Ivalter Blackett ſpoke firſt, and obſerved, that he had pub- 
lickly diſapproved of ſeveral meaſures of the preſent mi- 
nifiry ; but could not reconcile to himſelf either the ſign- 
jug or preſenting the petition tothe throne at this juncture. 
Mr Ridley ſpoke next, and allowed that ſeveral of the Jate 


meaſures of adminiſtration were, in his opinion, erroneous 


and truly blameable; that he himſelf had publickly diſap- 
prored of many of them, particularly that reſolution of 
the houſe of commons, for which we ſeemed principally to 
ſeek redreſs by the petition. He admitted that the pre- 


ſent mode of proceedings was legal and conſtitutional, and 


the petition itſelf, in its nature, moderate and good; but 
that he did not chuſe to ſign it, being ſtrongly apprehen- 
ſive that if the prayer of it ſhould be granted, and a diſ- 
ſolution of parliament, in conſequence, take place, we 
ſhould only change for the worſe. Mr Ridley, however, 


very politely offered to preſent it to his majeſty, and then 
withdrew. Upon 
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Upon "hich the queſtion was put, whether Mr Ridley 
ſhould preſent it or not, when it was unanimouſſy car ried in 
the negative. It was then put who ſhould; and Sir Francis 
Blake Delaval Was requeſted nem. con: to preſent it. 

The bargeſſes thought, as Mr Ridley did not chuſe to 
ſign it, it would be impoſing a difficulty upon him; there- 
fore declined accepting his offer. 

The chairman repeated his ſentiments of the neceſſity, 
as well as the propriety of the petition, very politely 
thanked the company for their confidence in him, and pro- 
miſed to preſent it to his majeſty, if required, 

The petition was then produced, and before one o'clock 
was ſigned by near 300 burgeſſes, and ſiace continues to be 
ſigned with great ſucceſs. | 

 Newcafile, Nov, 18, 1709. 


Newcaſtle, Dec. 29, 1769. 

Yeſterday ſe'nnight the petition of this town was ſent 
by expreſs to Sir Francis Blake Delaval, in order to be pre- 
ſented, before the meeting of parliament, to his majeſty, 
and i is, VIZ. 

To the KING's Maſt Excellent Majeſty. 
The humble PETITION of the Free Burgeſſes of the 
Town and County of New cajtle upon 7. Ine. 
Me Cracigus Sovereign, 

E your majeſty's moſt dutiful and loyal ſubjeQs, 
W the free burgeſſes of the town and county of New- 
caſtle upon Tyne, truly ſenſible of the many ineſtimable bleſ- 
ſings which this nation has enjoyed, under the govern- 


ment of your majeſty and your illuſtrious predeceſſors of 


the houſe of Bru wick, beg leave, with all affectionate 
ſub- 


r 
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ſubmiſſion and humility to throw ourſelves at your royal 
{cet, and humbly lay before your majeſty our complaints 
of the meaſures adopted by ſome evil-minded perſons, 
who, we apprehend, have adviſed and ſupported a viola- 
tion of the firſt principle of that conſticution, unto which 
we owe the relation that ſo happily ſubſiſts between your 
majeſty and the ſubjects of theſe realms. 

The right of election being the only ſecurity of all our 
rights, we cannot forbear being alarmed at a late unpre- 
ce Jented ſeating of a candidate in the houſe of commons, 
who was not choſen by the people; and notwithſtanding 
the application of the electors, by an humble petition to 
that honourable houſe, yet their legal and free choice con- 
tinues hitherto wholly deſeated. By this act of violence, 
we ſee, with the greateſt concern, a precedent of the moſt 
dangerous and alarming tendency to the rights and privi- 
leges of your faithful ſubjects; and ſhould be wanting in 
Euty to your majeſty, to ourſelves, and to poſterity, did we 
net unite with our fellow-ſubjects, in appealing to your 
{acrcd perſon, from whom alone we can hope for redreſs. 
Permit us, therefore, royal fire, to implore your graci- 
2us interpoſition, on behalf of your injured people, that 
you would be graciouſly pleaſed to exert that prerogative 
which the conſtitution has fo wiſely and properly placed 
in your majeſty's hands, by ſending your faithful ſubjects 
10 2 new election of repreſentatives, and thereby enable us 
wv make choice of men, who, by their ſteady adherence 
to the true principles of the conſlitution, will ever ſup- 
port the honour and digaity of the crown, and the igelti- 
mable rights and privileges of the people, on which the 
proiperity and, happiueſs of your majeſty's kingdoms ever 
depend. | 


To 


The FREEMEN's Macazixe. 95 


Ts the ELE CTORS of GREAT. BRITAIN. 
GENTLEMEN, | 
N time of ſecurity, when proſperity ſmiles vpeb the 
land, the eloquence of an angel would not be at- 
tended to; but, when princes, to become ſovereign ma 
ſters, trample under foot, without ſhame or remotſe, the 
moſt ſacred rights of the people, attention is excited by the 


moſt minute object, and even the voice of a man fo unſup. . 


ported as myſelf may have effect upon the minds of tlie 
public. 

If by collecting into one point bf view under your eyes 
the villainous meaſures planned by princes to attaln abſo- 
late empire, and the diſmal ſcenes ever attended on de- 
ſpotiſm, I could inſpire you with horror againſt tyranny, 
and revive in your brealls the holy flame of liberty which 
barnt in thoſe of your forefathers, I Mould eſteem myſelf 
the moſt happy of men. 

Gentlemen, the preſent parliament, by law, muſt ſoon ex- 
pire; and no diſſolution was ever more earneſtly wiſhed for 
by an injured people. Your molt ſacred rights have been fla- 
grantly violated by your repreſentatives, yourremonſtrances 
to the throne artfully rejected, yourſelves treated like 1 
handful of dilaffeted perſons, and your complaints Glenced 
by purſuing the ſame conduct which raiſed them. Such 
is your condition, and if ſuch it continues, the little liber- 
ty which is yet left you, ſoon mult be extinguiſhed ; bat 
the time for addreſs is now approaching, and it is in your 
power to obtain that juſtice you have lo many tines craved 
in vain, 

As long as virtue reigns in the great council of the na. 
tion, the prerogative of the crown, and the rights of the 
ſubjects, are ſo tempered that they mutnally ſopport and 


re- 
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reſtrain each othier : but when honour and virtue are want- 


_ing ia the ſenate, the balance is deſtroyed ; the parlia- 
ment, the, ſtrength and glory of Britain, becomes a profli- 


gate faction, which, partaking of the miniſier' 8 bounty, 


and ſeeking to ſhare with him the ſpoils of their country, 
Joins thoſe at the helm! in ther criminal geſigus and ſup- 
Ports their deltruftive meaſures ; a bind of diſguiſed traj- 
tors, who, under the name of guardians, traffic away the 


national intereſts, and the rights of a free-born people: the 
prince then becomes abſolute, and the people ſla ves. A 
truth of which we have untortunate)y had but, to olten 
the lad EXPerience, 8 


On you alone, gentlemen, en the care of: . 
the freedom of parliament ; andi is ft in your power to 


revive that, auguſt aſſembly, wh ich, in the. laſt century, 


humbled the pride of a tyrant, and. broke Your fetters: 
but to effect this, how careful myſt you be i in your choice 
of thoſe into v. hoſe hands you Wall trult you authority ? ? 
Reject boldly, all who attempt to,buy your, votes ; they 
are but mercenary ſuitors, who 8 ouly 1 enlar ge their 
ſor tune, at the expence of their honour, and the inte- 
reſt of their country, f 8 
Reject all who have any place : at court, , any employment 
in the diſpoſal of the great officers of the crown, any com- 
miſſion which the King can improve. By men thus de- 
pendant, and of which the {erate is chiefly compoled at 
preſent, how can you hope to be repreſented with fidelity? 
; Reject all who earueſtly mendicate your voice; there i is no 
good to be expected from that quarter. If they had | nothing 
at heart but the honour of ſerving the public, do you imagine 
that they would ſubmit to act ſuch at dſgraceful part? Thoſe 
kumiliating intrigues are the tranſactions of vice, not of 
vir- 
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virtue. Merit indeed is fond of honourable diſtinctions; 
yet-ſatisfied with proving worthy of them, it never debaſes 
itſelf ro beg them, but waits till they are offered. 

Reject men of pompous titles; among them there is lit- 
tle knowledge, and leſs virtue: nay, what have they of no- 
bility but the name, the luxuries and the vices of it ? 


. Reject the inſolent opulent; in this claſs are not to be 
found the few virtues which are left to ſtock the nation. 

Reje&' young men ; no confidence is to be placed in 
them. Wholly given up to pleaſure in this age of degene- 
racy; diſſipation, amuſements, and debauchery, are their 
only occupation; and, to ſvpport the expenſive paieties 
of the capital, they are ever ready to act with zeal in the 
intereſts of a miniſter. But ſuppoſing them not corrupt, 
they are but little acquainted with the national intereſt ; 
beſides, naturally incapable of long continued attention, 
they are impatient of reſtraint, they would have nothing 
to do, bat to give their votes, and cannot attend to what 
they call the dry buſineſs of the hovſe, and fulfil the du- 
tics of a good ſenator. 

Select for your repreſentatives men diſtiyguiſhed by 
their ability, integrity, and love for their country; men 
verſed in the national affairs; men whom an independent 
for tune ſecures from the temptations of poverty, and a dil- 
dain of ruinous pageanty from the alluremeats of ambi- 
tion; men who have not been corrupted by the ſmiles of 
a court; men whoſe venerable mature age crowns a ſpotleſs 
lite; men who have ever appeared zealous for the public 
cauſe, and have had in view only the welfare of their 
country, and the obſervance of the laws. 

_ Confine not your choice to the candidates whe offer 


themſelves ; invite men worthy of that truſt, Wiſe men who 
MN de- 
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defire to be your repreſentatives, but cantot diſpute that 
honour with the rich without merit, who labour by bribes 
to force ir aut of your hands; do it in ſuch a manner, that 
for the pleaſure of ſerving their country, they ſhall have 
no occafon to dread the ruin of their fortune; and {corn 
even to eat ot drink at proſtiruted tables. 

The utmoſt efforts will be exerted, as uſual, by the mi- 
niſtry to influence your choice. Are the alluring! baits of 
corruption to triumph over your virtue? Is the Briti/h 
ſpirit ſo ſunk that none dutſt ſcorn to receive'a bribe z 
When your great common intereſt ought to direct you, 
ſhall the ſelfiſh paſſions dare to raiſe their: voice? Are they 
worthy to be indulged at ſuch a price? Behold the diſmal 
ſcenes ariſing from negle& of national intereſt; behold 
your ſenators buſy in making, altering, and amending acts 
for ſecuring the property of their dogs, whilſt half of the ſub. 
jects, lingering in miſery from the villainy of menopolizers, 
cry to them for bread; behold your country bleeding at 
the feet of a miniſter of the wounds ſhe has received. 

_ Gentlemen, the whole nation caſt their eyes upon you 
for redreſs ;. but if your heart be ſhut to generous feelings, 
and juſtice to your fellow ſubjects cannot move you, let 
your own intereſt atleaſt animate you, 

To you is left a power to ſecure the liberty of the peo- 
ple, or en{Jave the nation; during the time you proceed 
to election you are, it may be termed, the-arbiters of the 
Nate, and can teach thoſe to (tremble before you, who 
would make you tremble before them. Be made ſenſible 
of the importance of your functions; let honour raiſe its 
voice, and a becoming pride elevate your minds, How 
can the dignity of your office be united with hy atamy 
of corruption? fry Ne MO 
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Mont of the candidates are laviſh of fawning careſſes, and 
ſpare no baſeneſs t to gain you to their intereſts, but look 
upon you with diſdain, from the inſtant they have extort- 
ed your votes. Reſent ſuch affiotits, reject their hypocri- 
tical courteſy, think on the infolent contempt which fol. 
lows ; and fix your choice upon men who are conſcious of 
what they owe to their conſlituents, 

Parliament under undue influence will do no act to pro- 
mote the public welfare: Nay, thoſe who have carried 
their election with money, not ſatisfied with negleCting 
your iatereſt, treat you as a mercenary gang of llaves; ea - 
gerly ſeeking to be repaid any way, they traffic away your 
rights, and uſe the power you have truſted them with, to 
ruin you, Are the baits of corruption ſo attractive as not 
to be counterbalanced by the ſolid advantages tendered by 
virtue? But what are the bribes taken for votes, to the 
loſſes ſuffered by a neglect of your intereſts, to the advan- 
tages you would reap: from being repreſented with-abi- 
lity and fidelity ? 2 

Beſides what you owe to your country and yourſelves, 
conſider what you owe to poſterity. 

How careſul were your anceſtors, although with hazard 
of their lives, to tranſmit thoſe rights as entire to their 
children as they had received them from their fathers? 
What they did with labour, you may do with cafe p What 
they did with danger, you may do with ſafety. Will the 
holy flame:of liberty, which buratin their breaſts, neyer 
burn in yours ? Will you diſgrace the names of your fore- 
fathers? Will you not ſhudder with horror. at the idea of 
injuring your poſterity ? Is the age of liberty paſſed away? 
Shall your children, bathing their chains with tears, one 
day ſay, Theſe ate the fruits of the venality of our fathers? 

Gen- 
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Gentlemen, with virtue and courage a people may ever 
maintain their liberty: but when once this ineſtimable 
treaſure is loſt, it is almoſt impoſlible to recover it; and 


it is very near being ſo, when electors ſet a price on their 
votes. 


N: 
On the THEORY f ELECTIONEE RING. 


4 candidate muſt exert his utmoſt power and influence ts cor- 
erupt the morals of the people. 
T will be eaſy to demonſtrate the truth of this maxim, 
from the experience of upwards of forty years; and to 
ſew its utility for anſwering the purpoſes of g——nt, in 
whatever hands it may happen to be. After the acc eſſion of 
the houſe of Brunſwick to the throne of Britain, it is well 
known that the tories and jacobites endeavoured to reſtore 
the Pretender to the crown, and for that purpoſe made a 
ſtrong puſh to have the houſe of commons filled with crea- 
tutes of their own principles, had not Sir Robert Walpole, 
by the weight of the gold of the treaſury, fairly baffled 
their meaſures. This miniſter, whoſe ſegacity enabled him 
to ſee a great way into the human heart, ſoon diſcovered; 
that the influence of money prevailed more with the great- 
eſt part of people, than their regard to any king that ever 
ſwayed a ſcepter. He was wiſe enough to open the al: 
mighty fluices of the Britiſb treaſury, and thereby ta de- 
luge all the ſchemes of St Germains, and the oppoſition of 
diſcontented jacobites in Great-Britain, By corrupting 
the morals of the people, by a ſyſtem of bribery, unknown 
in any former period, he preſerved the revolution and 
Hanoverian ſucceſſion, He, by an inviſible agency, made the 


— 
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free ſubjects of Brizala make choice of ſuch repreſenta 
tives, as he knew would favour the ſchemes of the mini- 
ſtry, which, at that time, were to ſupport a Proteſtant ſuc- 
ceſſion on the throne of theſe kingdoms, The > lower part 
of the eleftors in theſe lands, who ſeldom enter deeply i in 
to the ſchemes of politics, unleſs when they ; are oppreſ- 
led with taxes, or kindled } into oppoſition v with the feelings 
of poverty and hunger, are eaſily ſoothed by the flattering 
temptation of money in hand, or a place or a penſion for 
life. Sir Robert underſtood how to make the treaſury cir- 
culate for this purpoſe, and by corruption and bribery, 
ſupported the houſe of Hanover. Even thoſe in the oppo- 
ſition made uſe of this maxim to ſupport the rebellious in- 
tereſt of the Pretender ; and there are numbers yet alive in 
Newcaſtle, who remember how zealouſſy S— Is B—— 
practiſed this maxim, by ſpending many thouſands, to cor⸗ 
rupt a party, to keep alive the almoſt expiring intereſt of 
the Chevalier de St George. 

The doctrine of this maxim has been ſo well illuſtrated, 
by the practice of both parties, for theſe forty years paſt, 
that it has now obtained a preſcriptive right to be an e- 
ſtabliſhed law in the police of this nation. Some narrow. 
minded people affirm, that it is a great ſin in candidates for 
Cities, counties, and boroughs, thus to corrupt the morals 
of the people; becauſe it brings many of them to pover- 
ty, and ſome of them to the pallows, But it is eaſy to ſhew 
the fooliſhneſs of this objection. The notions of moral good 
and evil, have much changed in Britain within theſe forty 
years; for in thoſe days of religious biggotry and ſuper- 
ſtition, it was accounted a ſin for any perſon to break the 
ninth commandment, by committing adultry; but now, 
yery few pay any regard to that precept, except his ma- 


jeſty, 
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jetty, : and the vulgar part of mankind, who are every day 
making nearer approaches to the examples of their berters. 
And even though a certain number of the lower, fort of 


5381 


Peor ple r hanged, through the influence of * corrup- 
fach ide are not to be regarded. It is only t 15 loſing a 
few? tb preſerve the reſt of the body politic ; ; which can no 
more de SUI an error, i | in the modern practice; of po: 
Rey, than that order, which, it is ſaid, was iſſued to kill 
hve 2 and twenty perſons 1 in St George s Fields, to let the peo- 
ple ſee how the third regiment of guards could perform 
their excrcile, and Kill the people without murdering them, 
Tt "obghr tg to be, conſidered, that the rules of court policy 
and morality, have no connection with one another. They 
ire quite altere ſyſtems, and are not obliged to Bes 
alle with FR polic licy in an AUP SIR age. The 
biſhops have confirmed this, by their moſt reverend exam 
ple, 2s, well as by their doctine; for though, in their ſer- 
Hons, they tell us, that we ſhould do as we would be done 
95 vet, when they a are upon the bench, 3 in the character of 

po iticians they do the very reverſe of their own doctrine. 
ro from 35 it is manifeſt, that they conſider the moral 
400 political ſyſtems, as torally different. When a mem - 
ber of parliament, in clectioncering, corrupts the morals of 
the] people, he does no more than what he is taught by 
the biſnops to do, by keeping np the true diſtinction be- 
tween morality and policy. And truly, if this diſtinction 
were gof ſo evidently ſer before the ſubjects, once in ſeven 
years, they might be ready to forget it, and perhaps con- 
found two things, which, in their own nature, are diſtinct, 
Ir was odler re ed, tha t this maxim is of great utility, be- 
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cauſe it will anſwer the parpoſes of government at all 
times, and may be applied to different ends with great 
ſucceſs. Sir Rcbert Walpsle ſupported the cauſe ot the! 
Brunſwick family, and the intereſts of the whigs by ob- 
ſerving it; but it may as well, when the miniſtry are friends 
to the old cauſe, be applied in ſupporting it. 80 we ill. 
natured, diſcontented people have armed that the pre- 
ſent ſyſtem of politics as formed upon this maxim, i is prac- 
tiſed with'a very different deſign from that of Sir Robert 
Malpole, and ſeem to hint, that tories and jacobites are 
now the chief managers of this maxim. — But this is all 
owing to their envy at the merits of Lord Mansfield, Lord 
Butte, and Sir Gilbert Elliot, becauſe they are Scetehmen. 
The preferring of jacobites to high poſts and penſions, is 1 
quite conſiſtent with this maxim, and the principles of Sic 
Robert Walpole ; for by corrupting, and bribing thetn, th 
are made good ſubjects of the preſent government, al 
brought over from the intereſts of the breteuder. It is 
known that the two preceding princes which filled the 
Britiſh throne, would never favour, or truſt any who 
were of thoſe principles; but this proceeded from thoſe 
ſtriet Hanoverian rules which they had feceived in their 
youth; which they could never pet clear of; or, perhaps 
from the turnips which they were ſo fond of introducing 
into England. But a prince born in Britain, and educated 
by a maſter who had more liberal ſentiments, muſt be ſup- 
poſed to be more liberal and more free from bigotry, and 
to be poſſeſſed of a larger degree of charity and benevolence, 
If therefore the practice of this maxim cbuld ſupport the 
Hanoverian ſucceſſion in the days of Sit Robert Walpule, and 
alſo keep alive in thoſe days, the country intereſt; if it can 
change jacobiies into loyal fabjedts, and anſwer every 
form 


104 The FREEMEN's MAGAZINE, 


form of government, it muſt be neceſſary to be-practiſed, 
by all candidates who offer. themſelves for members, of, 
parliament. hy Q_E. D.:.* 


To the EDITORS of the FREEMEN's MAGAZINE. 


| AY the liberties of Great - Britain be immortal! And 
M they will be ſo if that conflituticn, whoſe genuine ef- 
fects they are, be maintained in purity and vigour, A 
perpetual attention to this great point, is therefore the in- 
tereſt and duty of every man in this great kingdom; and 
there is ſcarce any man who may not contribute to 
the advancement of it in ſome degree: The old may in- 
form the young, and the young may animate the old, 
even they who are the moſt retired from the ſcene of buſineſs 
may be uſeful in this cauſe to thoſe ho are in it; to thoſe 
who are heated by action, diſtracted by cares, or diſſipated by 
the pleaſures of the world: 1 ſay they may be uſetul, (and [ 
add that they ought to be ſo,) to the utmoſt that their ſitu- 
ation allows. The Britiſb conſtitution is the buſineſs of 
every Briton, and their ſtudy in particular ſhould be to ſe- 
cure the dependency , of parliament, and the ſreedom of 
elections againſt corruption, the means of which are con- 
tiuually multiplying by the increaſe of the revenue of the 
crown, of debts, of taxes, and of officers and powers to 
raiſe thoſe taxes. Snrrounded as we are, however, by 
theſe dangers, it is a happineſs indeed, to reflect, that 
nothing can deſtroy the conſtitution of Britain, but the 
people of Britain; they ſurely never can become ſo dege- 
nerate as to be induced to chooſe perſons to repreſent 
them in parliament, whom they have found by experience 
to be under influence; if they mould, then may the ene- 
mies of our conſtitution boaſt that they have got the bet - 
l ter 
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der of it, and that it is no longer able to preſerve itſelf, 
not to defend Liberty: Then will that trite proverb be 
verified in our caſe,“ That the, corruptious of the beſt 
things are the worſe;“ For then will that very charge in 
-the ſtate of property and, power which improved our 
conſtitution ſo much, contribute to the deſtruction of it 
and we may even, again wiſh for our former. little;tyrants, 
the great lords, and great prelates, io oppoſe the incroach- 
ments af the crowu; how pfeferable will ſuch; objection 
appear when we.ſhall fee the whole. nation oppreſſed by a 
few upſtarts in power, often the meaneſt, always the worſt, 
of their fellow. ſubjects; by men who owe their elevation 
and riches neither to merit, nor birth, but to the favour 
of weak princes, and io the ſpoils of\their, country, beg- 
gared by their rapine ; then will the fate of Rome be re- 
newed in fome fort in Britain. The grandeur of Rome 
Was the work of many ceptuties, the effect of much wil- 
dom, and the price of much blood. Sbe maintained her 
grandeur whillt ſhe preſerved her virtue; but when Juxury 
grew up to favour corruption, and corruption to nouriſh 
luxury, .thev Rome grew venal; the election of her magi- 
ſtrates, the ſentences of her judges, the decrecs of her ſe- 
nate, all were ſold; for her liberty was ſold when theſe 
were fold, and her riches, her power, her glory, could not 
long ſurvive her liberty. She who bad been ite envy, as 
well as the miſtreſs, of nations, fell to be an,«vject of their 
ſcorn, or their pity. They had ſeen and felt that ſhe governed 
others; they beheld her now governed herſelf, by the arbi 
rary will of the worſt of her own citizens, and the worſt of 
both ſexes, of the worſt of human kind; by Caligula, by 
Claudius, by Nero, by Maſſatina, by Agrippina, by Pappæa, 
by Neu by Caliſtus, and by Pallas; by princes that 
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were ſtupid and mad, by women that were abandoned to 
ambition and to luſt, by miniſters that were emancipated 
Naves, paraſites, and panders, inſolent and rapacious; 
in this miſerable ſtate, the few that retained ſome ſparks of 
old Reman ſpirit, had double cauſe ro mourn in private, for 
it was not ſafe even to mourh in public. They mourned the 
toſs of the liberty and grandeur of Nome, and they mourn- 
ed that both ſhould be ſacrificed to wretches whoſe crimes 
would have been puniſhed; and whoſe talents would 
ſcarce have recommended them to the meaneſt offices in the 
virtuous and proſperous ages of the common-wealth : Into 
ſuch a ſtate, (the difference of times and other circum- 
Nances conſidered). at leaſt into a ſtate as miſerable as this, 
will the people of Britain both fall, and deſerve to fall, 
if they ſuffer, under any pretence, or by any hands, that 
conſtitution to be deſtroyed, which cannot be deſtroyed, 
unleſs they ſuffer it, unleſs they co-operate with the ene- 
mies of it,” ng thoſe to repreſent" them Who will 


betray them. 
1 | AMATOR PATRIE. 


*.* We are auch obliged to Amator Patriæ for his favour, 


KY will be glad of his future corrreſpondence. Our readers 

— phenk this genthindn' for- bis ſeaſmable, and 
Senſible obſervations upon the great object which Engliſhmen 
muſt alway yhave at heart, when they conſider their true in- 
tereſt. C. 240114 1 55 
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> The 'Squire and his Tenant. 4 Dialogue. 
Ten. 00 morrow, if it pleaſe you, Sir, 


S7. Agood morning to thee, Robin; how are all 
your yy E. | 


ten. 
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Ten. Bravely well, Sir, bleſſed be their maker * it.— 
Here is a pure fine morning, I think, Sir. 

Sg. It is a fine morning, indeed, and there appears a 
fair proſpect of a plentiful hay harveſt. I fancy moſt of 
your meadows are almoſt ready for the ſcythe? 

Ten. I was preparing mine yeſterday ; and now I am 
going up to the fell, to fetch me ſome ſcythe - ſand: But if 
it pleaſe you, Sir, I would deſire the favour of your advice 
in a different matter, if it ſuits you, Sir, before I walk 
further. 

Sg. Thou knoweſt, Robin, that I am always ready to 
give thee my advice, ſuch as it is; and thou art welcome 
to it. What is thy preſent buſineſs ? | 

Ten. They ſay, Sir, that we are going to have a new 


general election of members of parliament all over the 
nation. 


Sg. I believe v we are. What of that? 

Ten. My father left me a freehold houſe and a feld, in 
the Weſt Loaning, yonder, which is rated as worth ſome 
ſix pounds a year; and my neighbours tell me, that this 
fame freehold, as I may ſay, makes me a qualified mam to 
vote for two members, to ſerve for our county, 13 

Sg. That is very true, Robin; thou haſt as good a right 
to vote for two knights of the ſhire as I have. 

Ten. Indeed, Sir; but you know you are my landlord, 
and does not that; as I may ſay, make a wide difference be- 
' tween us? | 

Sz. None at all, in this caſe, The noble privilege 
hath been handed down to thee, by the bravery and wiſ- 
dom of glorious anceſtors ; and I hope it will never bein 
the power of any political ſchemer to deprive thee, or thy 
poſterity, of ſo valuable an immunity; and I hope alſo, 
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Kobin, that thou wilt never abuſe this precious pazt of thy 
conſtitutional liberty, by giving thy vote to any offering: 
candidates, but ſuch as are properly qualified, by ſuitable 
knowledge and wiſdom ; and whoſe active integrity, and 
laudable firmneſs of mind, may be likely to render them, 
in reallity, the true ſupporters and defenders of our na- 
tional rights and liberties. The times are precarious times, 
and call aloud to every Britiſh freeman to be on his guard 
in the choice of future repreſentatives, They ſhould be 
men / Lovers of their country, in deſpite of the ſordid im- 
pulſe of intereft! Incorruptibly und in public virtue, 
and long practiſed in the heavenly delight of univerſal be- 
nveolence. Such ſhould they be. 
Ten. Then Sir, will you pleaſe to accept of both my 
votes for your own ſelf? I'm ſure I know no better man. 
S. Thou mult never flatter me, Robin, I have no claim 


to ſuch exalted virtues: And beſides, all my eſtate, (great 
as thou ſuppoles it) is not ſufficient to entitle me to theſe 


a blichonours. 

Ten, God bleſs me, landlord ! are gentlemen s minds 
an morals only valued according to the rental of their 
landed eſtates, as I may ſay? | 

5g. Somewhat like it, as our laws now ſtand, 

Ten. Lam ſure Mr Mode/t, our curate, often ſays, that 
very many: of our rich great folks are, now a days, but ſo 
and ſolivers. They very ſeldom read the bible, or other good 
books; and as ſeldom retire to think ſeriouſly. - Nay, 1 
have heard him preach to a congregation, how that learn- 
ing and good manners alone make the gentleman; but ah! 
ſays he, ſhaking his head, where ſhall we find the ightly 
accompliſhed now? 

i. dir Bladift is a goad fort of a man; be hath ack 
\ ge- 
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genuine learning, and would ſt᷑orn either to preach or write 
againſt the liberty of the ſubject, for any Northumberland 
tving whatever. This know of him, and yet I hope we 
may ſtill meet with ſome worthy perſonages, ſufficiently 
qualified to repreſent us pfoperly in the OY parlia- 
ment; and in whom we may ſafely truſt, | ts 

Ten. Indeed, as I may ſay, Sir, I have been of a long 
time for ſpeaking to your Honour about this ſame general 
election. I aſſure you, I hive heard very good people ſay, 
that our nation has not been over well uſed of late, by a ve- 
ry many of thoſe who were appointed to take care of our 
rights and liberties; and therefore it is thought adviſeable 
to petition theſe ſame gentlemen, to give themſelves no fur- 
ther trouble about our public welfare, but to let new nen 
come quietly into their honourable ſtations. Lord, Sir, 
you may hear twenty ſtories of ſome blameable meafures, 
both above and below, wherein candidates have acted 
diametrically oppoſite to the will or defire of their conſti- 
tuents. Pray, did you never hear, Sir, about certain 
American affairs, or charters, I think they call them, and 

about a Newcaſtle moor, and many much mare beſides ? 

Szu. Well, well, Robin, keep thy thoughts cloſe, and 
thy countenance open. If the public, or any part of the 
public, have been aggrieved, by the amiſſons or commiſſions 
of their repreſentatives, let us molt heartily join with the 
number of thoſe ſons of freedom, who dare ad with firm- 
neſs and moderation, in endeayouring ſeaſonably to ob- 
tain redreſs. N 

Ten. You mull be pleaſed to tell me then. Sir, to W 
would you have me give my vote; for our wife ſays, that 
it I do not vote on the ſame {ide you da, my leaſe, which 


has 
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has not two years to run, will be taken from me; and 
then what thall we do? wy | 

. 5g, I tell, thee, what, Robin, I will look about, and 
wake proper enquiry concerning the abilities of the can- 
didates who may offer, and they freely declare to thee which 
of them 7think beſt deſerving the majority of voters; but 
thon ſhalt. never be deſignedly, or forcedly biaſed by any 
perſuaſion of mine; ſuch a condut would render myſelf 
unworthy the liberty. I ſo much cheriſh and adore; and 
to remove, all thy wife's miſtaken, apprehenſions, give 
me thy hand, and call upon me ſometime in the afternoon, 
when I will renew thy leafe by an article, for nine years 
| longer, , and upon the ſame conditions. 
Ten. God bleſs you, Sir; I will be ſure to come. 
Su. Do ſo; fare thee well. 
Brampton, Fine, „ | WESTERN. 
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For the FREEMAN: MAGAZINE. 
GENTLEMEN, | | 

$ all the friends of theconſtitution have tene time 
* thought that the corruption and luxury of the 
great; if not ſtrenuouſly oppoſed by the virtuons few, will, 
jn a mort time, put an end to the Britiſh empire, you will 
permit one of the loweſt of the burgeſſes of this corpora- 
tion to wiſh you Tuccels | in your undertaking ;/ and to hint 
to You, that if your work is carried on with proper ſpi- 
rit, it may be a means of procuring for us two reprefenta- 
tives in the enſuing parliament, who will think it their 
duty to obey thelt conſtituents in their ſenatorial capacity, 
and to oppoſe the deſ potic Ree of the © preſent corrupt 


adtaiſtration. 15 | 3-0 1. 
C. . | It 
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It will not admit of a doubt, however it may be ſnee red 
at, and oppoſed by the great, that no member of the pre- 
ſent houſe of commons, who did not vote for ſhortening 
the duration of parliaments is eligible to a: ſeat in. St Se- 
phen's chapel : I could wiſh: that this truth was feriouſſy at 


tended to by all the voters in Great Britain ; neither ſhould + 


their deliberations ſtop here; they ſhould reflect whether 
the member who abſented himſelf when Mr Sawbridge 
made the motion, is not as <alpable as he who oed 
aft ke. 1-21 nn | N Mn 
The 8 will hs well to o Eeülider whether it 
is adviſeable to re: elect their preſent. members._.or not. 
Their intentions, and theſe of the magiſtracy, and com- 
mon- -council, are ſufficiently obvious. T hey haye, to all 
intents and purpoſes, . declared themſelves to be a diſtinct, 
and ſeparate body from the treemen, and that. they have 
properties in which their brethren haye ng right. 80 
far are they from looking upon themſelves as ſtewards. and 
ſervants of the public, that they have, in effect, declared 
hat me 2 ſhall have no privileges, which i hay 


S. *. #4. #% Þ% 


them. : 3 
Itis a doubt with me whether any of pes pn 
eught to repreſent us in Parliament | or not, while the: 
are of their preſent complexion. Can it be ſuppoſed that 
we ſhould have been put to all the trouble and expence 
about the Twwn-Moor, and the act for incloſing it, if we 


had been repreſented by two gentlemen who had not been 


magiſtrates ?—certainly not.—If we do not deſerve to be 
ſlaves, we will reſent their behaviour at a proper time and 

place. | 
Before I conclude, allow me to thank the preſent wor- 
thy 


* 


— 
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thy committee for the generous protectlon and ſupport 
-they have ſo diſintereſtedly- given us. I would ad viſe 


that a commit tes ſhould be annually: elected on Michael- 


mas Monday, to be à check upon our rulers, as it is well 
known we do not . but that N r one 


another. go” 8.5 
B e her, th Independent, 1 
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«4 
AY. 


ment (lays a 1 85 0 we muft not be 
ſuppoſed to depart from the ſmalleft right which" we have 
depoſited with them. We ike” ; 16dgment, not a gift; 
weentruſt, but part with "nothing; ; and were it - poſſi ble 
that they ſhould attempt to deſtroy that "conſtitution 
which we had appointed them to maintain, "they e can no more 
be held in the” rank of repreſentatives, than a factor, turo- 
ed pirate, can continue to be called the factor of thoſe 
taerchants whoſe goods he had plundered, and Whoſe bon. 
fidence he had betrayed. The men whom we thus de. 
pute to parliament, are not the bare likeneſs or reflexion 
of us, their conſtituents ; they actually contain our pow- 
ers and privileges, and are, as it were, the very perſons of 
the people they repreſent. We are the parliament in 
them; we ſpeak and act by them: We have therefore a 
right to know what they are ſaying and doing. And 
ſhould they contradict our ſenſe, or ſwerve from our in- 
tereſts, we have a tight to remonſtrate, inform, and di- 


rect them; By which means we become the regulators of 


our 


f 
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* 


eur own conduct. and the inſtitutors of our ownlaws, and 
64 


nothing material can be done but by our ea and 
conſetbt. 

The tyranny of the Eaft- Yadia governors, who, on ac- 
count of the diſtance of their ſituation from the ſeat of 
government, think themſelves, in a manner, out of irs 
reach, ſhews how dangerous it is to truſt Power without 
reſponſibility. | | „ 

A few years ago the wiſe juſtices of Feftminfler, gave 


| for e one night a diſcretionary power to the conſtables to 


apprehend and ſecure all ftreet- walking women. What 
Was the confequence ? Thoſe imperious brutes took up 
a number of induſtrions Waſher: women going to theli 


: buline(s ＋ * day light; crammed them into a ens of 
| confinement like the black-hole at Calcutta, in which one 


or more, were fairly ſuffocated, and found dead n 


* 
3 


morning. 


1 
T9 


See a Britiſh houſe of commons plundering the people 
of above halt a million to pay court debts, A. D. 1773, at 
the ſame time examining with great ſeverity,” into the 

plunderings commitred in Ala, by the East -· India com pa- 


| "ny's ſervants, the accuſers and the accuſed alike guilty, 


pecauſe alike ſecure, as they imagined, from queſtion. 
Thus the poet 'of nature repteſe nts Lady Macbeth eacou- 


; 3 


; raging her huſband to murder his fovereign under his own 
roof. by the conſideration CARL there was no-body who 
2 dared to call them to account. 


In other countries, | we find a connexion held between 
repreſentation. and reſponſibility, The tribunes of the 
people, in the times of the commonwealth of Ame, had 
no will of thcir own: They were the merc ſpeaking trom- 


0 pet of the people. And had the people been regularly 


P formed 


1 Mi 
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into diluids, in ſuch a manner as to prevent the —reupt 
populace of that great city from carrying every. point by 
mobbipg. all would have been well. 

The deputies from the Swiſs cantons to the general 
diet, receive inſtruQions from their conſtituents, and 


think themſelves obliged to conform to them. 


The procuradores, or members for Caſtile, in the coute 
held at Madrid, in the beginning of Charles V. excuſed 


themſelves from granting the ſupplies he deſired, becauſe 


they had received no orders from their conſtituents, and 
afterwards receiving expreſs orders not to doit, they gave 


Charles a flat denial. 


The ſame was the cuſtom i in 8 TY that coun- 
try was enſlaved, The general aſſemblies being laid aſi de, 
the ſame cuſtom is ſtill (latter end of the 17th century) 
uſed in the leſſer aſſemblies of the ſtates in Languedoc and 
Bretagne. The ſame is obſerved by the deputies of the 
ci ties of Germany to the diets. 

The deputies or members of the parliament of Paris, when 
all France was like to be ruined by the confuſions in the 
minority of Lewis XIV. were afraid to ſign a compromiſe 
for reſtoring the public quiet, leſt their conſtituents ſhould 
not approve of the terms. Ouc deputies are not afraid to 
approve the meaſures of the court, though they know 
them to be the execration of their conſtitueats, Before 
the people of Ireland obtained a limitation of the 'time of 
their - parliaments, they inſiruſted their members, and 
many places went fo far as to demand of them, before 
election, an oath, that they ſhould vote for the mea- 


1 
The deputies ſent by each of the United Provinces to the 


| ſtates · general, are reſponſible only to the reſpective pro- 


vinces 
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vinces which ſend. them, and not to the ſtates-general. 
In England, our members do not hold themſelves reſponſi- 
ble to their conſtituents, but to the houſe, and the houſe 
to the prime miniſter. Thus the people who ought to 
be all, are nothing. The ſagacious Dutch have guarded 
againſt the danger of lodging too irreſponſible a power in 
the hands of their ſupreme aſſembly, or giving their de- 
puties leave to ſell them. The ſtates-general cannot, 
without the unanimous conſent of all the provinces, (who 
are too numerous to be bribed) make peace, nor war, nor 
raiſe troops, nor make laws affecting the whole republic. 
Nor can they repeal an ancient ſtatute or regulation, nor 
erect a ſtadtholder, otherwiſe than at the riſk of their 
heads, which they accordingly hazarded for the public 
good, A.D. 1668, when, to check the growing power of 
Lewis XIV. at the inſtance of Sir V/. Temple, they ſigned 
the triple alliance, and elected the prince of Orange, ſradt- 
holder, through fear of danger from ſlow counſels. 


The people of New-England keep up the rightof inſtruc- 
ting their members. 


The follauing Obſervations on Reports of Attorneys of the Cor po- 
ration Courts at Newcaſtle, in Reſpect to the County Court 
lately revived there, will, perhaps, aßen the Eyes of the 
Binded or Miſled, and be agreeable to ſame impartial Readers 
ef your Magazine. 


INCE proceedings in civil cauſes in the county court 
8 at Newcaſtle liave been revived, and every one who. 
hath any matter determinable there, may have it done ex- 
peditiouſly, and at ſmall expence. Many of the attornies 

1 above · 
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above-mentioned have induſtriouſly propagated, that the 
ordinary proceedings in that court, will be attended with 
more charges than a plaint in the mayor or ſheriff's court. 
Such falſe reports are only calculated to prejudice the | 
minds of perſons from reſorting for juſtice to that court, 
ia preference to the corporation coorts, This is their 
reaſon for ſullying this pure ſtream, Some ſtrictures on 
the above prematare and falſe aſſertions are therefore pre- 
ſeated through the channel of this Magazine, to refute ſuch 
miſrepreſentations, and caution the credulous againſt 
„ Ts e r o e e 
It is obſervable, that the county court has been diſuſed 
at Newcaſtle for determining civil cauſes about a century 
paſt, and though diligent ſcarch has been made for the 
ancient proceedings in that court, and for the fees and 
charges of ſuch proceedings, none are yet found. With 
what aſſurance then can any take upon him to aſſert that 
the charges will be more er DE charges in the corpo- 
32tion courts ?' 5 eee ee 

In regard to the fees and practice of e courts in 
general, they are ſet forth in two Jaw books, known by 
rhe titles Curie Comitatus Rediviva, and the Compleat Court 
Keefer, by which it will appear the fees of county clerks 
attornies and bailiffs are much leſs in a cauſe from the 
commencement to the end, than the fees and charges of 
the prothonotary attoinies and ſerjeants of the mayor and 
ſheriff's court at Newcaſtle, publiſhed in a table thereof, 
anno 1767. and to be ſeen in William Cibſan, Eſir's office, 
the prothonatary of thoſe courts; but as the two firſt 
mentioned books are not in the hands of many other per- 
ſons, than thoſe in the law profeſſion, hereunder are ex- 
tracted from thoſe books, and ſhewn the Ager fees 
| x and 
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and charges in a common courſe, where nothing extraordi- 
nary hath intervened ; and alſo queries to ſuch items or 
articles as are not ſet forth in the ſaid books: oppoſite to 


; 
4 
| 
f 
©/ 
4 
: 
0 

vp 
| 


| 
| 
| 
j 
| 


the ſaid articles, in another column, is ſhewn the practiſe, 
fees, and charges in the county court at Durham, which 
were lately ſettled and augmented with great judgment, 
and publiſhed for the uſe of practiſes and others. 
Buppoliag the practice and fees of the county court at 
Durham, or ſomething ſimilar thereto, ſhould;be adopted in 
the county court at Newcafle, as the moſt perfect and legal 
mode of proceedings: : The fees and charges of a common 
cauſe will then be mach leſs than the fees and charges now 
are in the mayor or ſheriff's courts at Newcaſfie, as will ap- 
pear to every one that will give himſelf the trouble to com- 
pare the items' or fees, of thoſe courts together ; not to 
repeat here what is mentioned in the Freemen's Magazine 
publiſhed laſt month, of the advantages of commencing 
ſuits in the county court, preferable to the e nd 
ſheriff's courts. | 
Having ſhewn the abore aſſertions premature and falſe, 

every one is left to judge if the anthors of ſuch miſrepre- 
ſentations are not more moved by intereſt, or envy, or 
both, than a love of truth. But before I cloſe theſe ob- 
ſervations, it will not be amis to expoſe another ungen. | 
teel practice of the corporation attornies, viz. That of re- 
fuſing to permit attornies of ſaperior courts to practiſe in 
the corporation courts, which they certainly may do by | 
the ſtatute, 2 Geo. II. cap. 23. ſect. 10. viz. © Provided 
alſo, and it is hereby further enacted, that ir may be law- | 
ſul, from, and after the ſaid firſt day of December, 1730, 

for any perſon who ſhall be ſworn, admitted, and inrolled, 
to be an attorney in any of the ſaid-courts of king's bench, 
NE com- 
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common pl-as, exchequer, courts of great ſeſſions, coun- 
ties palatine of Cheſter, Lancafter, and Durham; or who 
ſhall be ſworn, admitted, and inrolles to be a ſolicitor in 
the ſaid court of chancery, court of equity in the exche- 
quer chamber, court of the dutchy chamber of Lancafter 
at Weftminfler, courts of equity of the counties palatine of 
Chefter, Lancaſter, and Durbam, and of the great ſeſſions 
in Wales, or any of them as herein before is directed, by 
and with the conſent and permiſſion; of any attorney in 
ary of the ſaid: other courts of record at Weſtminſter, courts 
of the counties palatine of Cheſter, Lancaſter, and Durham, 
courts of exchequet at Cher, and courts of the great ſeſ- 


lions in Wales, ſuch conſent being in writing ſigned by 


ſuch attorney, and in thename of ſuch attorney, to ſue out 
any writ or proceſs, or to commence, carry on, proſecute, 
or defend any action or actions, or any other proceedings 
in ſuch court, notwithſtanding ſuch perſon is not ſworn or 
admitted to be an attorney of ſuch court: Norwithſtand- 
ing the ſaid act, the corporation attornies, to give ſome 
colour to their refuſal, on the 22d of June, 1764, I think 
that is the date, made à rule in theſheriff's court, That 
no. plaint or entry ſhall be made in that court, but where 
an attorney of that court. ſhould be firſt conſulted therein, 
and being preſent, or by order of writing ſhould direct 
the entering or levying ſuch plaint.“ 

To do the gentlemen juſtice, it is wellknown they have re- 
ligiouſly refrained from giving any ſuch orders in writing, 
What an unfortunate thing it is for an attorney, tho' he 
(like St Paul) has ſtudied at the foot of Camaliel, and is 
otherwiſe never ſo well qualified to practiſe in his profeſ- 


bon, yet not having ſerved a clerkſhip to an attorney of 


the two famous courts at Newca/Hle, cannot practiſe in 
: | his 
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his own name, but only in the name of an attorney of 
thoſe courts which they never grant! Is it fo of attor- 
neys of inferior courts that they cannot practice ini ſupe- 
rior courts? No! It appears by the above-mentioned 
clauſe 2 Geo. II. that attornies of certain inferior courts 
may be admitted to practiſe in any ſuperior court in their 
own name, or in the name of an attorney of ſuch courts ; 
And why not viſe verſa? The r eaſon is the ſame : Why 
not the practice, unleſs it is to prove what none will dif- 
pute, that reaſon and. practice ſome times move contrary 


A 


wiſe of the corporation attorneys ? 

The following Getermigariog will reflect more light on 
this matter. 

- 'The court of common-pleas i in hilary, 31 Geo, II. in the 
cal of Hatchett, attorney, againſt Hughes, were of a dif- 
{erent opinion from the above narrow-minded gentlemen : 

An action for fees and diſburſements for bufineſs done by 
Hatchett, was brought by him in the court of great ſeſſions 
in Wales, in which court he was not an attorney; and upon 

demurrer to the plaintiff's replication that he had.not;al- 
ledged that he practiſed in the name of an attorney of the 
court of great ſeſſions; it was argued by Serjeant Prime, 
that an attorney of C. B. might practiſe in any other court 
in the name of an attorney of that court, altho' he had no 

leave or authority ſo to do under fuch attorney's hand; 
and that it was not ſufficient to bar the plaintiff of his ac- 
tion, or to ſubject him to the penalty in the ſtatute, or to 

make the proceedings in the name of ſuch attorney void: 
And of this opinion was the court; and judgment was gi- | 
ven for the plaintiff, Whence it appears, that an attor- | 
ney of any ſupetior court may uſe the name of an attor- | 
ney of an inferior court, nolens vilens, if he has a mind to | 
do 


| 
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dao it without prejudice to him or his clients. 
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1 could i io- 


ſtance another cale. to the ſame effect, but the above is 


full and ger to the point. 


* id 


* „ 


1 am, yours, 33 
PUBLICUS. 
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charges io the county e court at Dur- 
bam. 
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To county clerk for wWartant 
to bailiff 
| Atorney' 8 fee thereon, quere! 
Maxing ſummons iu writing 
from the bailiff 


2 


.- DS ſerve on detendant, query! f 


| Bailiff”s fee ſummoning defen- * 


g Lo county clerk for every Capias 1, 3 


Attorney's fee 18 
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| Copy to file I Cn ET 


Copy for defendant's 1 
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query? 


$38 * 


Filing. the ſamr 


elegant . = 


County clerk entering a rule 4 


County dk for Rule to @ plead, 9 
Attorney's fee 18 
Copy and ſervice of the rule 1 


Notice of * and jervice 


vere? 
8. „ and dtzuipg 


brief and examining. witnet- 
ſes query? 


warrant to teftify in which 
four witneſſes may be inſerted 
Artorney' s fee. query * 


Copy and ſervice on cach wit- 
neſs, query? 


County Clerk for fubpera. I 
of 


Allowed to — „ query? 
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Couuty clerk for v vevire 7 2 
Attorney's fee, query? 


any proceeding is done, al- 


For every court day g | 
lowed attorney's fee 
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Notice of trisl, copyand ſervice 3 

lat vCtions tor, and ares F 
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1 and ſervice on each-witneſs 16 
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xe every witneſs who tends 
to give evidence at the jury ( 
day, it he lives in or within 
five miles of Durham 2s. 
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And if he lives above's miles 3s. 
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County ty clerk for veuire ; 


4 
Attorney's fee | 18 


is either tricd or put off by 


To council, if any 38. 


Attending co court when the 709, 


defendant 


Query ? 
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Query? | | | | __ |Coonry deck calling every es an 2 | 
Query? 1 5 8 x Attorney 's fee 00 verdict 8 8 8 
£ * — 22 ———— bore —— 
Jury, eacli man 8 Jury £1 1s. bailiſf 1d each cauſe 
Query? 8 5 | . — bill of colts, fair co- 3 
x * py, and attending taxing 
SEL . County clerk's fee thereon "UT 6 
County; clerk Tor execuing by.” Count clerk's fee for every . 
| J 
NF original execution 15 
Attorne * query? x Attorney's fee - +475 
Ballift”s 2 n for his fore tee z as | 
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Continuation of a Letter to the Freehollers and Freemen of the 


ſeveral Counties; Cities, and Towns corporate, in Grent- 


Britain, G&c. 


T was natural to ſuppoſe that the bonorary Freemen 
1 would have been rejected by the m—y—r,. at their 


firſt entrance into court, both as to the manner of their 
being made free, and the by- law on which they claim, 
not having yet received the ratification of higher powers ; 
but ſo far from i It, - that ſome men of title and ſenatorial - 
diſtinctien, ſpoke warmly, in his behalf, juſtifying his 
conduct i in the admiſſion of them; - and they in their turn 
audaciouſly tendered their poll. One of them (if 1 mi- 
| being evilly aſked how long he bad been a freeman . His 
excellency replied, he really could not tell, as he dig not 
keep an almanack in his head! | Another geatleman there- 
upon, declared himſelf | to this effect, That he was ſenſi- 

ble of, anda friend to, che moſt happy conſtitution of this 
country, bur, ſo much from thinking the preſent meaſures, 
with reſpedt' to Durham, injurious to the rights of freemen 
by patrimony, or ſervitude, unconſtitutional, or in the 
leaſt inconſiſtent with the public liberty, that he had 


Q bimſplf 
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in the nn: caſe, (by whoſe aſſent this i 21 was effect 
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himſelf accepted admittance on the ſame terms which his 
excellency had done, and would therefore demand to give 
is poll at that election. But withal, no ſolid reaſons 
were advanced to ſupport ſuch aſſertionsz no fit, or pro- 
per diſplay of the fundamentals of Britiſh liberty! General 
Lambton's friends were of differcnt ſentiments, and like 
the generous ſupporters of liberty, moſt nobly, and em- 
phatically expreſſed their diſapprobation of all he had ur- 
ged. May they long live to cheriſh the noble principle ! 
And may the wiſhed-for opportunity at length come, when 
the choice of our repreſentatives maybe again ſecured to us, 
and to our poſterity; and in the mean time, let the ene- 
mies of our happy conſticution, pleaſe themſelves with the 
inſatiable thirſt they have after power, and be loaded with 
the infamy ſuch deſerve ! : 
The injured party forbore further oppoſition i in court, 
that the peace and decorum of the poll might at leaſt be | 
preſerved. | 
What a Ureadful ſpirit muſt that man o be of, who gluts I 
his apperite, and puts it in the balance againſt his fellow-ci- 
tizens, and the univerſal good of his country! Every 
thing that is bad may be feared from men who are 
ſaffered ro go on in wickedneſs without controul. A 
powet to do good, gives opportunity to do great evil! The 


magiſtrate therefore ought io be under the greateſt te. 
Es ſtraint, and every crime of his ought to de more penal, as 


it is mote pernicious, than a crime of the ſame kind in a 
private pet ſon. Ill precedent is moſt dangerous, as ve, 
juſtify ourſelves by the wicked examples of our ſuperiors ; : 
a ſufficient reaſon for providing againſt them by the moſt 
heavy penalties. Well will it be for the chief m—g—te, 


ed 
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ds bw + * 


0 ed) if, in the retired moments of life, bs can acquit him- 
ſelf of all charge of blame. To have kound a candidate 
capable of accepting a majority of votes on any terms, 
will avail him noth.ing: He muſt be convinced that he 
Hath not violated, the great tr uit repoled in him, but thro” 
the whole tranlattign, performed: with juſtice, and exact 
Impartiality. | 3 | 
? 6 To protet the innocent, — and, pupiſh the ot 
are the binges and ligaments of ,government,. the chief 
cads why men epier into ſocieties. To attain theſe ends, 
they have been content to part with their natural rights, 
a great ſhare of 1 their ſubſtance. and induſtry to quit their 
equality, and ſubmit themſelves, to thoſe wha had no 
right to command them. For this, millions live willing» 
Iy in au innocent and ſafe obſcurjty to make a_ ſew. great 
men, and enable them at their expence, to mige f in pomp 
aud magniſicence: But all this pageantry 15 not deſigned 
forithoſe-who wear it; they carry about thera the dignity 
of the common: wealth; the honaurs which they receive, 
are hodours paid to the public, and they, themſelves are on- 
1y the pillars and images, upon which national trophies 
are hung: For when they are divelled of theſe inſignia, 
no more reſpect and homage is due to them, than what re- 
ſalts from theit own virtue and merit. Yet ſuch is, the 
depravity of human nature, that ſew can diſlingviſh their 
own perſons from the enſigns and ornaments which they 
wear, 'or their duty from their dignity: There ſeems io be 
a judgment upon all men in certain ſtations, that they can 
never think of the time when they have been, or may a- 
gain be out of them. A good magiſtrate is the brighteſt 
character upon earth, as being moſt conducive to the be- 
asfit of maukiad ; and a bad one is a greater monſter than, 
: | ever 


* 
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ever hell engendered; he is an enemy and: traitor, to his 


on ſpecles: W here there is the) greateſt t uu elt, the bettay- 


Ing it, is the greateſt "treaſon, Men who are advanced to 


| great ſtations, and are highly, hoboved' and rewarded : at 
- the public coſt, ought to look upon themfelyes as crea- 


tut es of che public, as machines erected and ſet up for pu- 
blic emolument and ſafety: They obght to reflect, that 
thouſands, ten thouſands of their CONE RED, have equal, 


ot perhaps greater qualifirations than hes; and 


that blind fortunk alone has given "tera preſent « i- 


ſtiaction: That rhe Kaen of the frechölder, the hazard of : 


40 1. « 5 
the merchant, and the ſweat of the iaboprer, all contri- 


bute toltheir greathels; and when once they e ca ſee. them- 
ſel ves id the mirrour, they will thiok nothing can be foo 


grateful, nothing too great, or tog hazardous to be doge 
for ſuch benefaftors. They will con! der, that 0 pncom- 


mon application, or difinguiwiag abilities, will juſtify 
this ſapertority; that many of their fellow. ſubjects poſ- 


ſeſſiog equal merit, take much more paips for much Jeſs 
conſiderations ; nay, that the. buſineſs of, their own em- 
plopments: is moſtly executed by inferior officers fare ſmall 
rewards; and conſequently, that their great ap pointments 
are given to ſecure their fidelity,” and pot them far above, 
and out 'of the reach, of bribery ang, corruption. Tbey 
onght not to have a thought which, .is,, mean. or little; 
their minds are not. to be in the dirt, whilſt their heads 
are in the clouds; they aught to jnftil. and inſpire virtue, 
reſolgtion, and public ſpirit, into the inactiye maſs, and 
be illuſtrious. examples of eyery great. ang. noble quality. 
But if they can ſink. fo. low beneath themſei ves; if they, 
can ſo far deſcend from the. dignity of their characters; 
if Mt. WY Adee fo; to e ooo the earth, When they. 

may 
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may aſcend to the heavens; and be ſo poor and àbject, as 
to combine and confederate with::pick-pockets and com- 
mon rogues; betraꝝ theit : moſt ſolemn:troſts; and employ 
all. their power apd-credit to:deſtroy. that people, Whom 
they haye every wotive, which: heaven and earth can ſug- 
gelt, to protect ang deſend: Then, I. ſayg ſuch wretchks 
bought: to be the ſcorn and geteſta tion of every honeſt man; 

and NEW: Kinds, of yengeanes;; dexv atorturel and newWẽ en- 
Sides“ ol miſery, onght tobe inxenied 10 make their Puniſh- 

ments as much, exceed, common puniſhments, as their 
crimes exceed, thafe of ie work ſooti of common malefke · 
tors: And as their rewards: ſphpaſs theſe of; the bet and 
worthieſt citzens in other ſtages of life, and circumſtances 
of fortune, there. i, no analogy between the crimes of 
private men, and thoſe of public magiſtrates; the" firſt 
terminate in the death or ſufferings of Hagle perſons; ; the 


others ruin millions, ſabvert the policy and economy of 


nations, and create general want, "and | irs conſequences, 
diſcontents, ioſurrections, and ci ivil wars at home; and of · 
ten make chem a prey to watchful enemies abroad.” * 
| The reader will pardon me, if I have taken op too 
much of his time. The inſerting the foregoing quotation, 
ſeemed to me, neceſſary, and I ſhall leave every one to ap- 
ply it, without giving my own {cntiments: 85 mean not to 
condemn ; not to excuſe,” | 

- What I have advanced | in my own homely garb of lan- 
guage,” I know to be the well. weighed ſentiments of ſe. 
veral freeholders and free · burgeſſes, who, conſcious of 
the bleſſi iogs hey enjby from the well. regulated liberty of 
their country, think it their incumbent duty to oppoſe 
every meaſure that i is manifeſtly projected to deſtroy 3 it. 

Permit me, gentlemen, the concealment of my name as 


| writer 
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writer hereof, not through any fears I have of the diſ- 
. pleaſure of thoſe from whom I differ, but rather becauſe 
writings are frequently eſlimated according to the ſmall, 
or great figure their known authors make in the world, 


and not from the truths th ey ate meant to convey, The 


. ſame narrow partiality which moves 'the actions of many, 


is moſt commonly the crittriob bnd director of their judg- 


ment. I hall reap ia laftiog' ſatisfaQtion if 1 have been 
able by this humlie remonſtrance; to awaken tlie alten. 


tion of thoſe from v hom the injured freemen of the city 
of Durhem can beit hope protection,” Weds a, proper mem. 


EN ee e 2s e © £107 
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"ADVICE ts the FREEMEN 7 NEWCASTLE. . 
. 8. every month brings you nearer- that grand clims- 
1 teric, when jou mult ſhew yourſelves free, or merit 
A for ever; ip may be neceſſary 40. lay before you a 
fw things which are of the greateſſ importance to your- 
{cy es and poſterity., Iz is highly probable, that your pre- 
ſent members of parliament, who hare betrayed your, con- 
fidence for theſe ſeven years paſt, will attempt, by eithec 
flattery, briber g. cr. Farruption, to procure your votes 
to. | ſecure. themſclves aſeat in the, hauſe of, common. At 

reſent, you are reſolved and determined againſt every 
Ix of, ſeduction; but it will he, neceſſary to confirm 
your preſent purpoſes 3 in time coming, to uſe all methods, 
you can deyiſe o guard againſt temptation. 


You ought, in the fi ſi place, to avoid all correſpondence 
with. 
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with men, whom you know are, by their principles, un 
qualified to repreſent a community of your profeſſed lemti- 


ments, Lou are proceſſed friends to liberty, and the En: 


glifh conſtitution : your inſtructions to your members, your 


petition to the throne, your remonſtrance to your ſovereign, - 


have proclaimed that you are reſolved to be free. Be [lcs, 


dy to you purpoſes, and ſuffer it never to be laid, that the 
free burgelſes of Vewcafie, have begun in the ſpirit, and 


ended in the 7/5. If you ever permit the enchantments 
of two men, hackneyed in the arts of ſeduction, to make 
perſonal addreſſes to your paſſions, they will be ready to 
lull your ſpirit of patriotiſm aſleep, and ſhake your re- 
ſolutions which you have worthily formed, and for theſe 
ſix years nobly ſupparted. You ought to keep the doors of 
your companies, and houſcs, bolted againſt ſuch betrayers 
of your liberties. It is even dangerous to ſpeak to them, 


or to aſſociate with their friends, till that critical period is 
over. You may, in an unguarded moment, deſtroy what : 


you have nobly ſepported for theſe ſeven years, The leaſt 
thing that the public can now expect from the freemen of 


Neucaſile is, that every hand which ſigned the petition 


and remonſtrance, will be againſt S— 7 
and Mr R 
port one another in maintaining thoſe principles which 


B 


they have ſigned with theic right hands ſo very lately, — 
Thoſe men who refuſed your inſtructions, deſpiſed your | 
petition, and laughed at your remonſtrance, can never be 
again truſted by you. They will ſell your moſt ſacred pri- 
vileges, as they would have done the Town-mgcr, if you 


had permitted them. It is contrary to the genius of your 


corporation to have any magiſtrate for a member of parlia- 
ment ; in thoſe capacities, they act two ways agaioſt you, | 


* when 


-y and that they will encourage and ſap- 
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when you differ with them in principle. They will at- 


* mpt to wreſt your laws of your town in the one capacity, 


and maintain that violation in the other. At home, you will 
have thoſe who ſhould ſupport your rights apainſt you; 
and in parliament, they will oppoſe yon. It is not fit that 
any magiſtrates ſhould be members of parliament; for they 
cannot doduty In two places at once. Conſider the con- 
ſequences of your ſuffering yourſelves to be ſednced by 
any of the preſent majority of the houſe of & TW ns; Elect 
them once more, and your nation is ruined ;* your poſteri- 
ty will have reaſon to utter execrations againſt their pro- 
genitors; and curſe the day when their fathers, for a lux: 
urious dinner, or a paultry bribe, enſlaved their poſterity. 

Cau you remember the days that are paſſed without ſhame 
and bluſhing, when S— W——— B- opended the 
ſluices of corruption amongſt you ? when he, who hath re- 
ceived the epithet of gerd, was a pattern of all ſor ts of i- 
cenciotſneſs and difſipation. In the name of all goodneſs; 
what is god Can the man be called good for giving a few 
boeunties to his creatures; when he is a patron of drunken.- 
neſs, and all ſort of looſeneſs? Suffet me to appeal to the 
taverns and ftreets of Newcaſtle, when 'ſquires and mechanics, 
baronets and tradeſmen, lay wallowing in the puddle of f. pilt 
wine, and broken glaſſes; when Bats and wigs floated in 
fides of liquor, were drenched i in the naſty mire, diſgorged | 
from ſurcharged appetites. When a looſe band of hired ' 
ruffians on each ſide, ſlood ready armed with clubs and 


bludgeons to ſupport the freedom of election. An eſtate | 


of 50,0901. a year, though diſtributed to the poor, to e- 
rernity, will never be ſufficient 1 to attone for the injury of 
thoſe days. Can righteous heaven accept of the Pauly 
refuſe" of the ſuperfluity of a gentleman, for the injury 
done 


; * 
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done to the morals of thouſands of rational creatures? 
When this good man pleaſes to reflect, what a large eſtate 
 keenjoys, and how he has applied it, there is a power with- 
ia him, can tell him, whether he has done right or wrong. 
And the freemen of Newca/?le can eaſily determine, whether 
he or the corporation have been moſt gainers by his being 
free of their town, 

Shall this hero of electioneering attempt once more to 
open the flood gates of drunkenneſs and bribery amongſt 
the freemen of Newcaſtle? let them ſuffer him to ramble 
by himſelf, or let the m s attend him; let thoſe gen- 
tlemen have the glory of being dupes to his artifice, and 
aſſiſt him in ſwallwing the liquor, and diſpoling of the 
bribes neceſſary for ſuch an occaſion. But if a hand that 
ſigued the petition and remonſtrance, touch a glaſs, or An- 
ger a guinea, it will be fixed infamons to all generations. 
Diſgrace will attend the man, who ſhall thus give the lie 
to his own right hand! The freemen of Newcaſtle have 
Mr R——y alſo to guard againſt, He means to have him- 
ſelf or his good ſon S— M. to repreſent that corpo- 
ration, Gentlemen, you certainly know him by this time, 
and can ſcarcely fall a dupe to his ſophiſtry. He told you 
once, that he never had place or penſion under the govern- 
ment. But what was the meaning of thoſe images of 
military ſervitude, at the hats of his livery ſervants a few 
years ago? Were they not ſymbols ſignifying that M—— 
R was agent victualler to the navy in the northern parts? 
Alas, poor Matt / he has never been remarkable for ſpeak- 
ing ingenuoſly. Perhaps he ſerved the g t for no- 
thing, for he is allowed to be very diſintereſted. If this 
be true, his merit will be the greater. But you ought to 


look to yourſelves, and remember what is paſt. Inſiſt up- 
R on 
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on the ſtrongeſt ſecurities from the men you chooſe for your 
repreſentatives. T hoſe freemen, who belong to this cor- 
poration, who are ſcattered abroad in different parts, it is 
hoped, that as they wiſh once more to return and ſee their 
privileges ſecured to them, and their heirs, they will join 
with their brethren at home in oppoſing thoſe men who 
have made uſe of their own money to deprive them of their 
rights. Thoſe ought to be united with their brethren, in a 
ſtrenuous oppoſition againſt ſuch dangerous repreſentatives. 
When the poſt brings them a call to attend the election, 
with the advice of money to bear their expences; when 
the coach or chariot is offered to carry them, let them 
conſider, that the meaning of all this is to betray them, 
and to procure their votes, to ſerve venal and miniſterial 
purpoſes. If they mean, at this time, to ſerve their coun- 
try, they may do it by ſaying nothing; the reſidentary ' 
burgeſſes, who have preſerved their Town-moor for them, 
will, at the election, baniſh thoſe tyrants, who intended to 
deprive their widows and fatherleſs of that ſmall item 
which proſcription and charter has given them. It will 
be an ungrateful thing, in thoſe freemen, who have not 
been preſent, to ſupport the expence of the late trial, con- 

cerning the Town-moor, if, at the next election, they ſhall 
vote for men, who intended to rob and enſlave them. 


Had the deſigu of their members and ms s ſucceeded, 
at their return to their native clime, they would og" ſeen h 
their milk meaſured by the m——r and c- n c 1 
and theirbutter weighed in the ſcales of . Even 
an oath adminiſtered by A—n P-——h would not have 
been ſufficient to have procured admittance of a cow to 
the Toun · moor. Their brethren at home have preſerved. ' 
their rights 6 and wh; more: Roy bo trated as a men Who 

bi? 4:1 ; rn 621 92 52 have 
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bare exerted. all their 8 ad; power to deprive them 
of their privileges. You, the brethren of the corporation 
at. Newcaſtle, who reſide in different parts of the iſland, 
ought to conſider, and not be wanting to ſupport the wor- 
| thy treemen at home, who have ſo nobly maintained your 
cauſe as well as their own, in your abſence. Your names 
will ſhine in the annals of hiſtory as free and diſintereſted 
burgeſles, if you now contribute your aſſiſtance to your 
friends, at this critical period, 
J U-N:1 V8. 
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To the EDITORS of the FREEMEN's MAGAZINE, 
GENTLEMEN, 


 MONG the multitude of eſſays that appear in your 
A uſeful publication, in oppoſition to our preſent mem- 
bers, it is ſupriſiog to ſee none written ia their defence, 
But whether the unwillingneſs of our members and their 
creatures to appear in the field, proceeds from this, that men 
are ſometimes aſhamed to avow aud defend thoſe princi- 
ples, upon which they act; or that in the fullneſs of their 
power, they deſ piſe their adverſaries, and look over them, 
or affect ſo to do, it is a very bad ſymptom ; it is either a 
proof that their meaſures are by no means defenſible, and 
too weak to be tried at the bar of reaſon, or to be ſup- 
ported by truth and juſtice; or that their perſons, as well 
as their practices, are univerſally odious: However this 
may be, it 1s moſt certain, that in a free government like 
ours, the people have, and will demand, while that free. 
dom exiſts, their right to cenſure or applaud the conduct 
of their repreſentatives. 
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But this I leave to the pen of Junius in his monthly ad- 
vice to the free burgeſſes of Newcafile, while 1 bumbly of. 
fer a few hints to their conſideration?n: 

As the overthrow of bribery and corruption muſt give 
the greateſt ſatisfaction to every independant” Briten, I 
would earneſtiy recommend to you my fellow burgeſſes, 
and requeſt, that as you intend to invite two gentlemen 
to repreſent you in parliament, to proceed without any 
other motive, without any other influence whatſoever, in 
the choice of ſach, except the good opinion you (conceive 
of their integrity, honeſty, and love for their country ;— 
Then you will bave a right to expect that they will at- 
tend the duties of that truſt, which they have taken upon 
them. For they will be bound by all the ties that can 
engage an honeſt man, to attend at all times to the in- 
ſtructiogs of their conſtituents, and endeavour to procure 
ſuch ſalutary laws as ſhall be moſt conducive to the happi- 
neſs of this nation. And Iikewife they muſt engage to 
you that no private engagement, no family intereſts, will 
ever prevail upon thera to keep from that place, where 
the abſence of one hoteſt man may occaſion the loſs of 
the public liberty, Hell 

They muſt likewiſe promiſe to join heartily | in Ede 
youring to procure ns the reſtoration of thoſe laws men- 
tioned in the inftractions th our preſent members; ; laws 
which we once enjoyed, and without which, liberty will ſoon 
become an empty name, a word made uje of only to amuſe 
the vulgar, | 

And as the impunity of public criminals may tatitly en- 
conrage and authorife crimes of the like nature; as the 
weak ſacceffors of a wicked adminiſtration may think 
ticir power eſtabliſhed, their wantoaneſs ſupported, and 

their 
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their retreat indemnified, by ſcreening or adopting:thoſe 

meaſures, in oppoſition to which they had thruſt them- 
ſelves into employment ; they mult uſe all conſtitutional 
means in proſecuting that national juſtice, which by an 
abandoned majority has been. ſo treacheroully retarded, 
in examining the complaints of an injured people, and in 
branding, the authors of thoſe evils, by which this na- 
tion muſt he enſlaved, ſince the liberty of the whole de- 
pends only on the } integrity and virtue of a few, 

In a word, they muſt hold no communication with thoſe 
who no ſooner ſcent the air of a court,. than they forget 
the friends who confided in them, and the country which 
nouriſhed them, but muſt ever exert an Engliſh ſpirit, in 
oppoſing all the wicked deſigns of bad men. 

Newcaſtle, MARCUS AURELIUS, 


June 16, 1774. 


The M S of N le being, as it were, gedfathers to 
th: deceaſed POPULARITY of S— W B ; 
it is ſuppoſed that they will erect a marble monument on the 
TOWN MOOR, near the ſide of the W WaLLINGTON 
ROAD between the bull- ring and the gallows, to its me- 
mory ; and as an inſcriptien may be wanted, the follewing is 
offered to their fervice, by thee © |. ADMIRER, 


| Hrae L1rs 
The remains of the POPULARITY of 8. W. B. 
Which departed this tranſitory world 
The“ dayof 1774; 
It was produced by | 
Corrupling the people, deluding them by fair ſpeeches, 


And 
Drown+ 


The day the act paſſed far improving the Town-mocr. 


; 
j 
, 
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Drowning their ſenſes in oceans of LIQU OR, 
For its ſupport, | 

| He gave large gratuities 
| .. 10G many of his needy dependent tools ; 
| Who, as in duty bound, 
| Lotidly trumpeted forth his FAME. 
| Reader, that thou mayeſt form ſome idea of the merits of 
| 2 70 = The deceaſed, 
| Suffer me to tell thee, | 
| That for its increaſe, 
| A er of and Was infamouſly ſquandered | 

| © % o To gain 
| ' A SEAT IN PARLIAMENT ; 

. Another was given 
1 For making the adjoining turnpike, 
| | | For our eaſy paſſage, 

To his 

Country feat: 

| And, as the tolls could not pay 
* The intereſt thereof, 


{Aithou gh gates were erected within five miles of each other) 
The principle was 
Generauſly transferred towards 
| 5 The ſupport of 
. The INFIRMARY. 
Another ſum was beſtowed 
Oa the building a bridge at HEXHAM, 
{Which the county of Northumberland is now to maintain) 
By which his eftate there, 
Is greatly advanced in value, 
When the bridge at Newcaſtle 
Was carried away by a flood, in 1771, 


He 


I 
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He did what man could di lo alleviate the diſtreſs of the people, 
By endeavouring to deprive them of COALS; ; 
Unleſs they would purchaſe them $235 
At an advanced price, from his | 
DEPENDENT CREATURES, 

At his inſtigation, the juſtices of Nor— 4, 
Excuſed the undertakers of the repairs of the bridges, 
Pay ing a large ſum of money, 

Due for their rebuilding; and the farmers of lands there 

Were taxed double. 
Of many, 
Thoſe are a few inſtances of his 
MUNIFICENGE 
"And 
PUBLIC SIPRIT, 
He laſtly attempted to enſlave 
The Free Burgeſſes of this town, 
And to deprive | 
THEM and their WIDOWS | 
Of their 
PATRIMONY. THIS MOOR, 
In which laſt ſtruggle, 
Notwithſtanding our ſupport, 
Fell this great man's 


HONO UR. 
\ | In grateful remembrance 
Of his ſriend/bip to us, 
And conſtant adherence to our favourite principle, 
Jocobitiſm, 


We the AL N of this T N, have cauſed 
This monument to be erected, 


And this inſcription engraven 
Thereon. 4 


* 
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* | A CHARACTER, 

| HEN Sandwich, ſteady in fair Virtue's cauſe, 
\ y Stands up to vindicate our injur'd laws; 
Still treads the virtuous path he always trod, 
True to his friend, and faithful to his God: 
Pleas'd, I ſurvey, in theſe degenerate days, 

One character, that juſtly merits praiſe; 
Virtuous in public as in private life, 

To all men juſt, and faithful to his wife, 

1 He ne'er a life of lewd debauchery led, 

In the rank ſweat of an adult'rous bed,; 

1 He ne' er deſtroy'd his revern'd tutor's peace, 

| By laying waſte the virtue of his neice ; 

He ne'er expos'd a friend to public ſhame, 

By his example, harden'd to blaſpheme ; 

Ah, no! he treads the path he always trod, 
True to his friend, and faithful to his God. 
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2 0 TWO7E:z © 
- The . of the Tha TOY of Newcafth for d Ne 
mon ſtance to tlie T, hrone; with ſovera! Letters previous ànd 


eee. th rte, which appcured in the London te 
Ps we prefume, be acrepta bie to many of cur Readers. 


To thi Free Burgelſes of Neweaſtle upon Tyne 


NN E melancholy firyarion, t to which hie 

S he ountfy is now reduted, £a 8 for, agd 

deferyes the Fi, attehtiog 0 " ah. 
1g 


—4 1 215 
ee 2 be m many  tdtolera 10 


r ievarices 1 w "ow we 
NENA have {6 tobg ig! Fork: a 1 zmpfafded of, 


1d co 


'Joſteat of fog; liftened 16 2 Re are 1 "con Pe 
firmed ; and by à late üctfHLä it hehe "of ce 4 
(e ſeæ b cb rtl, vs A free people e, de lon er exif 8. 
Phe conſegtences of this Geterwfua font are 80 Pham and 
palpable not to alarm” tlie dente Appefengen för bis 
majeſty?s' mifliſters can ene ili validate“ the choice of cleg- 
tion, they may do it frequehtly, they may 30 f always, 
Since, therefore, alt hopes of | parliamentary: redreſs may 
be now given vp, let us haye recourſe to ſome other tre- 
thods preſcribed and warranted by the conſtitp1ion ; ; and. 
although petitions are, deſpiſed,” remonſtrances may per- 
haps be regarded. The collective body of the Engliſi 
nation are now called upon to the defence of their own; 
cauſe; and I truſt that the ** of a are neither 


de · 


= 
* 


„ 
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deficient in ſpirit nor underſtanding, though they have 
been treated by ad n, and their venal crew, as if 
they were deſtitute of ſenſe to feel, or ſpirit to reſent. 

It might be naturally imagined, that the leaſt attempts 
to expoſe faiſchood, and bring villainy to light, would meet 
with the candour, and oniver ſal approbation of the pub- 
lic: But, alas, there ſeems to be a partiality in the breaſt 
ia favour of error and deluſion. The perpetrators of the 

| deepelt iniquity are more ſure of applauſe than proſecution : 
And we {ee in our ſenate a majority, ſo ſer vile, ſo abject, 
and-depraved,'as to riſe up in defence of the culprits;\.and 
ward off the puniſhment of their guilt, byproſtituting +hoſe 
powers, waich heaven beſtowed for the Froteftion of 


R virtue. f * ; 9 — 'Y "YE 


*% 


Providence has, ee permitted "RO for the 
"ſo pref on of evil, and the genius of Britain ſeems indebt- 
ed to the e depravity of hireling ſeribbleri for the defence of 
her hqoour. The abuſe of the venal writer. reverts on 
p | ; his patroh ; and the poiſan with which - he would Aer 
1 | his | country, works only. to. give the alarm, | 


2 


* — . 


The city of London has again ſhewn a noble. e 
the whole nation. Be not you, my fellow burgeſſes, back. 
ward in ſo glorious, a cauſe. Although your petition has 
not yet been anſwered, your remonſtrance perhaps may, 
Remember i it is your duty to preſerve our excellent conſti- 
tution as entice as you have received it; and poſterity will 
— 3 plaud you for the deed. 


ny ———_ GG Da one Ie — 2 
5 — _ . „, 


334 - 


> ul „„ —— * 


A FREEMAN. 


— — — 
a Oo oo_oou—__ 
_ —— — — 


f—HB— — —  —— 
- - 


= Newcaſtle March * 5 


f „„ — — 
o 


The FREEMEN's MaAxg. 139 


Neucaſtle, May 10, 1779. 

Hs day a a meeting of the free burgeſſes and free- 

| holders of this town, was held at Mr Parker's 
Long-room, to conſider of a remonſtrance to the throne, 
when Thomas Delaval, Eſq; was called to the chair, and 
opened the 'buſineſs of the meeting in a moſt manly and 
ſenſible ſpeech ; afrer which he deſited to know if It was 
the ſenſe of the company 10 ſend a remonſtrance to the 
King, and the queſtion being put, it was unanimouſly a- 
greed to, A remonſirance was then read, and approved 
of, without one diſſenting voice, and immediately ſigned 
by the Rewards of twenty-three companies, who were de- 
puted for that purpoſe by a majority of the ſeveral free · 
men at their reſpective meeting · houſes the preceding day, 
and there are not ſix. and twenty companies now ſubſiſt- 
ing; alſo by a'number of frecholders preſent on the occa- 
fron, Thanks were then returned the chairman for the 
honour he did the meeting ; ; and Sir Francis Blake Dela- 
val, Kaight of the Bath, was approved of to preſent the 
remonſtrance to the king, which Was, at five o'clock this 
evening, ſeat to him by expreſs for that purpoſe. 


* . 
. —— „„ 
—_ 
— — 
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To the K IN G's Moſt Excellent Majeſty, 

The humble ADDRESS, REMONSTRANCE, and prririos 

of the FREE BURGESSES and FREEHOLDERS of the 
Fown and C:unty of Newcaſtle upon Tyne. 

E your Majeſty's moſt dutiful asd loyal ſubjeQts, the 

Free Burgeſles and Frechotders' of the town and 


3 Newcaſtle upon Tyne, emulons of following the 
great example of the city of London, (notwithſtanding the 
iadependeney of its firſt magiſtrate, and of the two public 


14s The Tarrutxs Miclzixt. 


ſpirited merit, has given "(ach particular offence to yaut 
miuiſtersj think ourſelves called upon to 2e peat our unt 
wearicd application to four Majeſty for redreſs of uneX- 
amp : grievances. wn 

We canbot but feel, with the auch gg county of. 
Midaleſes,.. for the wound given to them, to us, and the 
conflitution ; ? and. are warmly animated by the late noble 
behaviour e 0 the independent electors of We ePminſer, whoſe, . 
actions have, beſt contradifted the fallacious Janguage of _ 
four Miiller, bed they ee 0 Jour LM. 


2 1 


warded 11075 ay 7 grate ful 550 of x free people. 1 

We ſpoat gut this pictpre of the people with the org. - 
ſallbfackion, that ye your Ma jelly (narwithſtandiog miſrepre... 
ſentations) may give ws credit for being a majority equally 
warm it the true ſervice of © our county and of your Ma- 
jeſty; and equally out of the reach of that baleful iggu-. 
ence, which, {ome way or other, has hitherto laceteded 
(we fear) in concealing from your Majeſty, the wry of 
an affectiqnate, but afflicted people. 

We therefore hombly preſume, t0 re- ſolicit your Majeſty, 
to exert that conſtitutional authority which the laws have 
velled ! in you for the hege fit ol your ſabjects, by diſſolving 
the preſent 12 rt; and: - moſt earneſtly implore you $07 
remove fc for ever from. $qux councils, thoſe. Miniſters, wit 


not content hb having VFiolated the freedom of election 


within dgors, h ave adviſgd. your Majeſty to diſmiſe ſrom 
your ſervice the, firſt ofßcet plrthe law, far: his faithful en- : 
deargurs to ſupport the liberty and celitution of his coun- 


* ? F | . # i 4 a 18 $M . : try; 
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try; and this meaſure is till the more afflicting, as our | 


laſt hopes amongſt your Majeſty' s ſervants were placed in 


his acknowledged integrity and ability, from. hence we 
flattered ourſelves the truth might reach your Majelly's , 
ear, in ſpite of every confederacy againll i "oP 


12 


The grateful acclamations of your whole people (4 (2 term. 


2 * 


yorr Miniſters affect to hold in contempt) would | incęeflant - 
ly await your Majeſty, if you would deign to relieve he 
afflictions of millions of your ſubjects, by the dilmiſon of 


thoſe pernicious counſellors. 


For while the affairs of this great nation, are, by 2 kind 
of over-ruling fatality, placed in the incapable and wer- 


cenary hands of men, who, under the ſpecious title of 


Miniſters, are calluſively transferring from one to another 


the excluſive right of ſporting with their country, We 
have every, calamity to dread, both xt home and abroad, 
as well from their want of experience, as from their want 
of . 


— 77 1 PR 


To the Freebolders of the County of Durham. 


Ta time, gentlemen, when you have publicly declar- 
ed your diſapprobation and contempt of the mea- 
ſures of his majeſty's m———rs, and with all humi- 
| lity petitioned our gracious ſovereign to put an end 
to a patliament, in which prudence forbids the people to 
place any further confidence ; z is it not alarming, that the 


men whom you- have ettruſted with your ſhare of the le- 


gillature, and the protection of your lives and properties, 
ſhould, at the very time you addreſs your ſovereign, riſe up 
in oppoſition to your ſentiments and interefls ? Have you 
got declared that the right of x free eleQion i is congenial 

with 
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with the rery .eſſcnce of government eſtabliſhed in 1his 
realm; and that this valuable, dear: bought right, you , 
have ſeen preſumptuouſly violated in the caſe of a late TY 
Middleſex election? That this daring and unparallelled j in- 
vaſion of the conſiitutiobal franchiſes of electors in gene- 
ral, aggravated as it is by the previous firatagem to effect 


it, is 2 grievance that deeply affects you, and all others 


bis majeſty's free born ſubjects. You have declared all 8 
this, and all this your repreſentatives have regarded Wich 
eontempt. Is it that they are not inveſted with your power 
in the ſenate; or that they exerciſe a power there inherent. 
in themſclves? But I will tell you what the learned Lord. 
Coke ſays, —** It was the law and cuſtom of parliament, 
that when any new device was moved in the king's behalf. 
io parliament, for his aid, cr the like, the commons might 
anſwer, that they tendered the king's eſtate, and were 
ready to aid the ſame, only in this new device they dare not not. 
egree, without conference with their counties:“ Wheteby 
it appears, that ſuch conference is warrantable by law and 
cuſtom of parliament, Heace it is evident, that the ſenti- 
ments of the conſtituent body ſhould uniformly be the ſen- 
timents of their repreſentatives, But diametrically oppo- 
ite is your preſent caſe, You have ſeen one of your 
members riſe up in oppoſition to your complaint, and 


plunge a dagger in the boſom of expiring liberty! Mark 


him, ye ſupporters of the Briti/h, conſtitution! Mark the 
man, who has betrayed the confidence of his conſtituents 


for the precicus price of Landguard Fort. Judas N 
Lis maſter, went out, and hanged himſelf, 


„ A FREEHOLDER. 
: Cateſbead, March 78, 177, 
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Toth PRINT ER. | 
Dptima eft iſta reſpublica in qua plurima virtuti pramis 

prepyſiti ſunt. | | PN SOCRATES, 

m_— wv | 
TT has been a general oblerration among us, whether 
1 writers or no, that could elections be cauvaſſed in the 
manner literally preſcribed by our conſtitution, without 
entailing t the common, exorbitant expences u pon thoſe can- 
didates that offer themſelves to our choice, we might r rea- 
ſonably expect an amendment in our political ſy ſtem. That 
| wiſhed-for period, give me leave to ſay, is at length open 
ing to our view, id the Weftminfer election; an election 
that will ſerve (whether conſidered for the regularity 
maintained upon the ogcaſion,. or for the unprecedented 
generoſity of the electors) to immortalize that celebrat- 
ed city. zo after-ages, as a monument to heroiſm truly 
divine. We have often been amuſed with that ignis fatuuz; 
called ſpeculative patriotiſm. We have often, been grati+ 
fied with railing inveQlives againſt a corrupt miniſtry; 
with plans propoſed for à moral reformation in the body 
politic; but till this noble, this diſintereſted diſplay of 
the true amer patriæ, few are the inſtances of a hearty eſſay 
in the cauſe. ; From the above national triumph, however, 
over minilterial confederacy, a dawn of real liberty ap- 
pears in the horizon; and, it is to be hoped, will, by a pro- 
per de portment, ſoon attain an honourable zenith. Let 
us view it. with an attention, with the impartiality it ſo 
juſtly-deſerves; the future will be pleaſing, from the mag: 
nitude of the objects in the field. On the one ſide, is pre- 
ſented to the eyes, a ſcene of indigeſted chaos and anarchy, 
a degeneracy in our manners, a total diſregard to the beau - 


ties of decorum, an atheiſtical contempt of religion, and 
an 


— ——U— — —— — — 
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is itching after licenciouſneſs, cim pe, and luxury. We 
behold the grandees abſorbed i in gaming ang debauchety, 
di iſegardiog the commerce of thiir country, betraying its 
momentous in tereſts to their miſtreſſes and foreigners, and 
inſulting over their tellow- lybjects, i in a dedication of them- 
felves to court ſun- ſhine. Contiguous to them, the houſdpf 
commons ariſes next upon the Mage ' mercenaries, and 
Honers proftituting the ſanEtitz of their chariſters 1e pri- 
effroniery voparatteled 1 in Ct annals, a power teh in in- 
welled w ith the conſtituents, To cloſe the fene, our 
ranallle is facti. »05,' turbulent, and riotous, and the {ſaves of 
$1temperitice nod” vhroly appetites, ſxcrificing their votes 
to Hucchus, aud then exclaiming againſt their betray: ers. 
PRS was Une ſitdati on from which the moſtdreadful Alter- 
warive ſnould be expected. When we fall under the ftig. 
ma of huroi denfum cultores, and loſe that awe religion ſhould 
iulplie, an alaulbilation muſt not be far diflant. vet, de: 
ſperate as our cle is on the chunter- part, we hive ſeed 
fome: individuals attempt, if not effect a cute: We have 
ſeen them noblyſingular exceptions to the general rule; 
lem the tide of venality. We have ſeen them diſclaimitig 
ali ſordid motives, actuated by a true cal for ttieir· ei- 
try, and ſympathihug for the public corruption, ſtaud up 
as lis deliverers, aud boldly: pltch upon a man for their 
repreſentative—for what ? Not for maititaining an 'expens 
five pageatitty in his houſhold ; not for being emvlbus in | 
the beau mende; not for the opulence, or any regard td his 
name, (though it ought to be a dear one to alt) no; wN]: 
becauſe he is Rh ]) to be an hotieſt, worthy; upright! 40- 
ver of his king and country. We have ſeen them; in de- 
ſtance to the miniſtry, in gratitude' for his eee 
D duct 
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duct in life, elect him unanimouſly, without a farthing ex- 
pence, without the leaſt inclination from any one to receive 
a bribe. How truly glorious { ſuch : a conduct, in a matter 
ſo important to the electors, to the elected! Say ye, that 
ſip at Hippocrene's font, can the pen of panegytic exagge- 
rate the merit of that day's eclat ? W hat will be the conſe- 
quence? They will fiad a man ever true, ever adhering to 
their intereſts, uncorruptible, inviolate; they will find 
one aſſiduòus for his country's glory, for that city in par- 
ticular; the activity of his prime hours ſpent” in their 
ſervice, the prayers of his old age offered for their 
proſperity. | 
Thus honourable will be the fruits of this ſignificant 
conqueſt; a conqueſt attainable by us all, the duty of us 
all; our firſt wiſh is an equal repreſentation, and a ſteady 
diſcharge of conſtitutional duty. Let us adopt the plan pre- 
ſcribed by the Meſtminſter inhabitants, and the conſequen- 
ces are inſured. Inducements to betray the depoſits lod- 
ged with our repreſentatives, will, at ſuch a revolution 
in our manners, exiſt but in idea. The bleſſings of real 
| liberty, at preſent a ſtranger to our habitations, will then 
be realized in enjoyment. Hence to the regions of diſ- 
cord, clamours, and complaints, from an angry mob. 
Hence to the realms'of oriental deſpotiſm, tyranny and do- 
mination, from the imperious lord. So ſhall we, bleſſed 
with the poſſeſſions of univerſal honour to the brother— 
hood, reverential fear of God, and a proper reſpect to 
our king; ſo ſhall we be a brave and envied people; fo 
ſhall we be orbis terrarum damini.“ | 
Your's, 


CURIATIUS. 


Newcaflle, May 12, 1770. 


T To 
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To the Right M orſbipful the Mayor of N: le. 

EFORE your worſhip was placed at the head of 
B thoſe people, over whom you now have the honour 
to preſide, your public principles flattered us with the 
moſt agreeable proſpect of your honeſt and patriotic con- 
duct. The favourable opinion we then entertained of 
your integrity and fortitude, to perſevere in the common 
cauſe of public freedom, made your aſcendency to the office 
you now hold, highly ſatisfaory to the free burgeſſes.— 
But we have been miſerably deceived. That ſame influ- 


ence which had for ſome time grappled and ſwayed your 
predeceſſors in office, has, alas, operated ſo effectually up- 
on your worſhip, as totally to diſſipate all further hopes of 
your aſſiſtance in the public cauſe, We ſee, that with 
your effice you have changed, or apparently changed, the 
dictates of your heart. As the time is now arrived, when 
every Engliſhman muſt ariſe and defend his own cauſe, 1 
will not heſitate to pronounce him an enemy to his coun- 
try who abjectly deſerts it. The great object of the pre- 
ſeat conteſt is our natural birth-right, the right of election, 
which we will not ſurrender to Parliaments, miniſters, or 
kings.” A cauſe more important was never agitated in 
theſe kingdoms ; nor has it been ſupported with more una- 
nimity and ſpirit than by the independent free burgeſſes 
of this corporation; notwithſtanding the united oppoſi- 
tion of your worſhip, and the whole of your very honour. 
able brethren of the bench. 

In vain, Sir, are the endeavours of a few honeſt men in 
the two houſes of parliament, if the people, as if dead to 
all ſenſe of their country's good, remained ſilent and inac- 
tive: They may reſiſt, but what can that avail, when a cor- 
rupt majority carries all before it. From ſuch a parlia- 

ment 
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ment we have nothing to expect, but that 2 no man 
would wiſh to ſurvive, the leſs of freedom. If there be any 
virtue in ſupporting the conſtitution of our country, by 
what name may we call that principle which actuates 
you to oppoſe it? It has certainly occurred to your worſhip, 
that your conduct tends only to ſcreen from the royal ear 
the complaints of an injured people. Whether your ſervices 
to adminiſtration will draw upon you honour or contempt, 
the divine monitor within you, muſt inform your worſhip. 
For my part, I think it might raiſe indignation in every 
breaſt, to ſee the moſt inhuman murderers, condemned by 
the laws of their country, ſuffered to live, and cyen re- 
warded ; whilſt, in a higher ſphere, the moſt abandoned 
plunderers of millions of the public money, are wallowing 
in the ſpoils, and holding i in che utmolt con tem pt the very 
people whom they have ſo baſely defrauded, All the 
wretched pirelings of the mioiſtry have not been able to 
confute the charge. Truth holds up her mirrour, and the 

multitude will not be deceived. | 

I do not mean to trouble your worſhip with a redious re- 
cital of thoſe grievances which the public have long moſt 
juſtly complained of; nor to commence an argument upon 
a ſubject which has already been ſo ably diſcuſſed. If our 
endeavours, by petition and remonſtrance, to obtain re- 
dreſs, ſhould prove ineffectual, we ſhall have nothing to re- 
proach ourſelves with. As for the rectitude of our pro- 
ceedings, we call God and men to witneſs; becauſe, as we 
do not derive our liberty from thofe ſabtle diſtinRions, 
which places and penſions have invented ; ſo are we te- 
ſobved not to be deprived of it by them; on the contrary, 
as we owe it io the virtuous ſtruggles of our anceſtors, ſo 


will it be preferved by the virtuous efforts of their deſcend- 
| ants. 


— . äälꝛ 


| 
| 
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* 


aants.— For my part, 1 will never tamely ſutrender any 


right, which the God of nature has beſtowed upon me, 
to any earthly power whatſoever : And whenever a patu- 
ral inheritance i is violently wreſted from me, 1 ball never. 
heſit te to recover it, though [ periſh i in the attempt. | 
After all (laying aſide every influence) I muſt tell your 
worthip have ever had a great opinion of the natural 


gooducſs of your heart,—But the Padlock decd will ſtink 
to all eternity, 


Newcaſtle. | 88 A FREEMAN. 
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N to the Freemen of Newcallle, 


OU have now ſeen : af ngular inſtance of the inſo- 
5 lence of your preſent m s of p— t, which 


you ough: to keep fixed in your memory. They have bad 
the aſſurance, after refuſing your ioftructions to themſclyes, | 
oppoſing your petition and remonſtrance to the throne, 
to come and ſolicit your votes againſt the enſuing election. 
After they have made a moſt violent attempt to wreſt 
from you your natural property, they have had the aſſu · 
ranc: to aſk, in the moſt inſolent manner, the honour of 


protecting your privileges : But will you ever entruſt the 


rights of poſterity to thoſe men who had almoſt by rob- 

bery deprived you of the Town- moor! Are ſuch perſons qua- 
lified to protect the privileges of the free burgelles of, 
Newcaſtle, who, in oppolition to law and juſlice, laſt year, 
carried on a litigious law {uit to have the Burgeſſes' patri- 
mony in their own power,? The creatures of 8. V. B. 
and M. R. who are ſlaves to their oppreſſive mandates, 
may, for a preſent morſe! of bread, fell their birthright, 


and 
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FF forget, the proceedings, of laſt aſſizes, hut can any 
freeman ſuffer ſuch an attempt upon their deareſt rights to 
lip, out of. their mind? It is impoſſible: They muſt be 
laves who do it. | 8. V. B. muſt certainly have got the 
better of all the powers of modeſty, decency, and decorum, 
who. could approach, the free burgeſſes to ſolicit theit 
votes and, intereſt ſo ſoon after his laſt year's behaviour. 
Gentlemen, he ought to have given you time to forget 
that injury he has already done. He moſt certainly thinks 
he bas a privilege to do any thing; for no modeſt mari 
could do what he has done you What ſigns of repent- 
ance have you ſeen in the behaviour of this worthy baro- 
net? Did he vote againſt the Canada bill, and ſhe w his 
zeal agaioſt popery, by. ſupporting the proteſtant intereſt 
in the province of Quebec? Or did he aſſent, or remain ſi- 
lent when the legiſlature was giving the moſt ſolemn ſanc- 
tion to the man of fin? Is he ready to ſet his hand to 
thoſe rules which many of the free burgeſſes think eſſential- 
ly neceſſary for every member of parliament to ſubſcribe ? > 
Nay, , be will not even promiſe to do any thing, except 
what he pleaſes. And yet he elicits your votes and inte- 
reſt, | 8 | 
You need not wonder, gende that ſome half. bred 
freemen who are gaping for the honour of a ſeat in the 
common - council, mould proſtitute the diftates of their 
own conſciences to gratify their vanity. The public is no 
object to them; their narrow, ſelfiſu minds are contracted 
within the circle of private intereſt, - Such would vote all 
Britain away to France, for. the ſake of a private reward. 
Mer of this temper are fit tools to theſe who have power 
to model your magiſtracy, and exalt the moſt inſignificant 
of this corporation to the higheſt honours therein, You 


have 
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have uadoubtedly heard of the moſt oppreſſive threatnings 
denounced againſt ſuch as will not vote for S. V. B. and 
8. M. X. The huſband, the wife, and children ſhall taſte 
bread no longer, if they will not ſell their votes to thoſe 
dreadful baſhaws ?- Is this the humane heart that feeds the 
huogry, and clothes the naked? Are theſe the conditions 
upot which S. /. B. feeds the poor, and relieves the di- 
ſireſſed, that he may have their conſciences at his com- 
mand, and dictate forth ſlavery to them at his pleaſure ? 
But had he never injured you, ſuch baits might have more 
caſily catched the unwary but upon the back of a ma- 
nifeſt attack upon your birthright to aſk your vote and 
intereſt, is dar ing impudence. Should any of the ſtew- 
ards of 8. %. B. attempt to rob him of his property, 
would he permit him to be any longer ſteward? We may 
anſwer no. He would ſoon have to feek a new maſter.” And 
where is the difference between his attempt to rob the 
burgeſſes, and that of his ſteward ? He was no more Ws 
2 Reward to the freemen, as mayor for the time being. 
Two gentlemen at your call have offered you their ſer- 
vices, the one has been well tried as a patriot in the pre- 
ſent ſeſons of parliament, and both are of the ſame prin- 
ciples with the independent free burgeſſes. They have 
declared their readineſs to receive your inſtructions, and 
in all things approve of your principles. Captain Phipps, 
and Mr Thimas Delaval have declarcd you their fentiments 
freely, and are determined to ſupport your rights; you. 
ought therefore to remain ſteady to their intereſt; and be- 
ware of all ſeduction. Let neither fear nor reward hake 
your reſolution, but mind the petition which you ſigned, 
. the hand you gave to them, Let S. J. B. and S. M. 
IF. A ſec what fieemen cin do, and what true friends of- 
Ns lberty- 
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liberty can effect. The gliſter of gold-lace and gay clo- 
thing are empty bubbles. One freeman is as good as ano- 
ther in any attire, Be ſteady to your principles, and let 
the world ſee that you can chuſe your own repreſenta» 
tives freely, without bribe, or hope of any other reward 
but liberty and the enjoyment of your legal rights and 
privileges. Suffer the dupes of arbitrary power to take 
on their own burdens, and wreath their own chains about 
theic necks, for the paltry enjoyment of a momentary re- 
lief; but remain you free; and ages to come have it to 
ſay, that there once lived in Newcaftle, a race of men who 
were free and independent. 


J. UNI Us. 
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To the Free NERD of Newcaſtle, 
GENTLEMEN, 
HE preſent occaſion calls me forth; I feel as a free - 
T man, and as a Briten, am conſtrained to ſpeak ! 
The important conjuncture draws the big emotion from 
my heart ! 

The comprehenſive mind of Sir wade bimſelf, ſeems 
all impreſſed with the importance of this time; he feels 
what he never felt at au election; and he calls for attention 
to it. And can the loyal ſoul of any elector be unmoved 
at his voice? Or the mind of any honeſt burgeſs be unla- 
tereſted at this period ? . 

Whea the dignity of virtuous Britons are ſet before my 
fellow burgeſſes, they will ſure reſpect themſelves too 
much to ſuffer any extraneous matter to take then From 
the regard they owe the preſent copjuncture: un great! 


It 


r 
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Iris important ! It is no leſs than the ſupporting thoſe pri- 
vileges Which were handed down to us by the blood of 
our anceſtors! And forbid it, ye renowned manes of men, 
who devoted themſelves to the cauſe of liberty? Forbidit 
venerated memory of every illuſtrious patriot, that any 
of your ſons ſhould be ſo ungenerous as to vote againſt the 
two ſupporters of our birthrighrs as Engliſhmen Sire 
them your voice, and they will reſtore to you that conſe- 
quence, which as Britons and free burgeſſes you have for 
five or ſix ſeſſions of parliament loſt. 

Some timid ſouls indeed, think their honout or intereſt 
is ſo much at ſtake, as to wiſh that balloting ifiſtead of vo- 
ting were the manner of collecting ſuffrages.— But, alas 1. 
are party names, private intereſt, or public connections, 
to diſconnect us from the intereſts of Britain ? Of Britain, 
which may boaſt of rhe equalleſt government, of the fineſt 
ſpirit—of the moſt exalted foundation of liberty—and of 
the higheſt produce from this eſtabliſhment. 

Impreſſed by ſuch conſi derations, may every Briton tem · 
perarely weigh, and calmly ſpeak, —reſolve by the inte- 
grity of his judgment, and the generoſity of his vote, pro- 
ving himſelf a worthy ſon of that nation, who has vouch- 
ed herſelf heireſs of ancient glory—umpire of preſeac 
ſway—and bright example for future ages. | a 

Let no ſon of Britain impede her to mine forth ho rea | 
ſelf, Alt belongs to every free burgeſs of Newcafthe, as 
ſuch, now at this important time, to be ſuperior to every 
kind of bribe, intereſt, or connection, aud give their 
votes for Phipbs and Delaval. 


MARCUS AURELIUS. 
Neucaſ le, uh 18, 1774. i 
rie 2 NID rf 2944; New- 
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ea lt, July t, 1773. 
Ts the EDITORS of the dapper MAGAZINE. 
GENTLEMEN, 4 K 
. i ſerting the ſullbu ing Extract en a Bock peed) Pe 
vou may arm certain Poti nit 100 Miles diflant Irnbi 
- | Newcaſtle hh their late Behavicur; bia cfritin Cunvaſe, 
ny probably apfbar before an Beneft- Hollfo of © Commons; 
1 se r rar meet unt en of the Jung Petition: 


a 20% Nett d 3 287 4243 5 0 8 p \ 
Petition. of the ce Charles Sackville commoaly 


| Gage Eigy was preſented t0.! the, houſe, H. P. $749; aud 
_ "ready ſetting terth. Tha atitbe Jaſt cle ino baron. to 

ſervs, io zhis preſent par hamantifor the tqwa and port/of 
Seaford,;inahe countyſof Saſſe x. the petitionera, together 
with the:tight hon. Mlium Hitti Fſq and Witham tiny; Eq; 
were caudidateʒ hat on the day hefore the ſaid cled ou 
a noble, per ofthis: realm did invite to, and entertain at 
his honuſe: mbſt of it he voters of ile. ſaid town aud port; 
aud in the roo: where they were aſſembled, fpake te 
chem one hy one, aud did ſalicit and ini inte dhem, with 
reſpett to giving: their dert ar the the ſaid eleion | by 
means whereof ſeveral perſohs. ho had promiſed to votes 
and would have: vored fon the petiibners, were” prevailed 
upon by the faid<noble)peer to vote for the faid Mt Pit 
and Nr Hay Which proceedingithe- petitisners concert 
is an high infringement of the liberties and privileges of 
the commous of Creat-Britajn,..\'Phat on the Yay of eiec- 
uon, in order to uwe and iafluenee the voters in'favour of 
che ſitting members, and deter them from voting for the 
petitioners; the ſaid noble peer came into the court, ac- 
companfed a of d and being ſeated 


23603 U | near 


called: eark of Diiddlgex;; and the hon * ij,n] Hal 
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near to the returning officer, did continue there untill the 
poll was cloſed; notwithſtanding the prgſence of him, add 
the ſaid other peers was objected to by one of the-petition- 
ers, and the returfiing officer applied to by him not to rake 
the poll while the ſaid peers remained preſentin the court. 
In all which the ſaid petitioner thought himſelf fully juſtifi . 
ed, as he apprebhended their pre/ence obſtructed the freedom of 
the election, and from the ſeveral declared reſolutions of 
the houſe of commons, was a violation of the rights and 
privileges of the commons of Great - Britain; and'that by 
theſe and other illegal practices the petitioners % a great 
number of vates, which would otherwiſe have been given 
for the petitioners + And therefore praying the houſe to 

take the premiſes into conlideration, and to graft the pe- 
titioners ſuch relief as to the houſe ſhall ſeem meet. The 
houle was moved, That the reſolution of the 16th day of 
this inſtant, November, That it is an high infringement of 
the liverties and privileges of the commons of Great Bri- 
tain, for any lord of parliament, or any lotd lieutenant of 
any county to concern themfeives in election of members 
to ſerve for the commons in parliament, might be read. 
And the ſame was read accordingly. A motion was made, 


and the queſtion being put, That the matter of the laid 


petition be heard at the bar of this houſe: Upon which a 


debate aroſe, . In this debate, Mr Pitt, ode of the ſitting 


members, treated the petition with great . bas 
turned it iato a mere jet. 

Oa this occaſion Mr Potter (ſon of the archbiſhop) ook 
as follows: Mr Speaker, I riſe up to do myſelf juſtice : 
For as I look upon the matter contained in this petition to 


be of the utmoſt importance to the honour of the houſe, and 


even to the exiſtence of parliament; and as to wy'very great 
| | amaze- 
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amazement, 1 fee this queſtion treated with the greateſt 
contempt and ridicule by an hon. gentleman, whoſe weight 


may perhaps perſuade a majority to be of his opinion, I 


think Lowe it to myſelf to declare my ſentiments on this 
great oeciſion, by ſomething more than the vote which I 
ſhall give, I hope, Sir, things are not yet come to ſuch a pals, + 


as to make it neceſfiry for auy man to go about to prove 
that the conſtitation is defiroyed, whenever this houſe 
all loſe its ind-pendency. After all the noble fruggles made 
in the houſe by great patriots, after all the /aws paſſed by 
the legiſlature to preſerve that independency, I ſhould hope, 


that out of decency, as well 'as out of regard to truth, 


[ may be allowed io argue upon that as upon an indabita- 


ble maxim, The repreſentatives of the people, when they 


are choſen to that office, have been ſaid to be inde pendent, 
even on their conſtituents ; how neceſſary then, Sir, is it 
for this houſe to take care that there be no ot her improper, 
or corrupt d:endency ? Bat, Sir, if the miniſters are to be 
allowed to nominate to the burghs the perſons who ſhall be 
their repreſentatives, how are we to expect an independent 
parliament: ? That miniſters way endeavour to ſubvert this 
independency, that they may think it even neceſſary ta 
theic own ſecurity, to corrupt parliament, we bave too much 
reaſon to know. But, Sir, whatever pains former miniſters 
may have taken for this purpoſe, what undue methods ſo» 
ever they may have uſed to gain to themſelves a corrupt 
majority in this houſe, I believe hiſtory i is not able to pro- 
duce an inſtance equal to the preſent of a wiſe and great 
| flateſman raking 1 pon himſelf the honourable employment of 
being an agent at a burgh. It was not enoughto ſignify his 


| comm ands by his underllogs; It was not enough to ſolicit 
votes in his own perſon, The voters, it ſeems, could not 


de 


—— — — ——— — 


PO 1 — . doe oo 


* 


2 


—_ 


1 56! The- (FREEME NS. MeSOE NE. 


be? ttuſted ont of; his preſence, rand therefore, they were 
to be ajteaded even to the. e, But, Sir, this; great by-.. 
mility gud; condefrention, in 4 mioilter, WA RYE. 1 
times, have baep. conllg ued , welt notgfiohst inyaſips 0 

the rights al the.people, and ↄf the pi inlbeges of this houſe... 
Aud, -Sir.- what will the people... ſay ta us 2 Or What. with; 
they thigk of our iodgpendgocye if we arg opt. as jealqus ob. 
their rights, and as tenacious. c of  gur own, privileges as anz, 
of our. prececelſurs have e beeq ? Whg: will IEF, thiok, Sir, | 
ifafter ſecing 00g puljamens gjfſolred ig 4 geh unprece;, 
depred, Lhad glmoſt (41d, an ynggeſticurional, manger, 177 
all bg 000d, that the mjpiſtgrs arg been, namioaging their, 
repreſzatatives in the next, ev even without he c ceremony of 
a nge, Gere . But, Sig, Oil farther; What will they | 
think, if they, Gali he told. that this preceding, of t the wini- 
ter. bas been laid before the Houſe of Hane, e 
the h. gy le. .of 'commops "wil not, or dare no t, Hülfe him! | 
There, have been times, when go MAN Was. th bought 7 


| to be agcouge) 4250 this houfe for bis, conguct z. nd at could 
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* | 
every fact alledged to be frue, but openly avowing and at- 
N to foſtify them? Ja whattlight they may 4 appear 
o him, Str, he” can beſt tel "you: But to me it ſeems 
all Waadt lk, chat 48 the conduct com plarbed of was the 
gre al e that could be done to our brivili er, the“ at- 
tent ke jo ify iris the greateſFinfult upon ob wid er Panding.” 
In e Dae fight, Sir, kan ite appear ts 8, than as the 
itt” aH ütmoſt effort of one O was determined, at any 
rate, ts ptochre a a majority, ih this houſe, of perſons attachvid 
to Jie, his own | creatures, rbe tadls of his powet 8 
win to Cod, Sit, nothing may hippen "to-d day, to give the 
pebple 'rb6m to! ſ of EQ "thr le has been 765 fuccefofal. 
What” Mole. could he Habe one 1 Or what "greater infult 
is it polite tor im 1606 fer; vbl-fs he” mona" come even 


within the Walls of this houſe t to Tired? out Wetermihation?? : 


Atige what he has done, 1 1 ould : not ve det, it, iF N 


did come agd t take that chair, ang tell you, as, we 3 told 
formerly, TR your mice was a baable, and that you ſhould 
keep, it onſy. while you pleaſe) bim. * Your,» ace, Sir, i is a 
bauble, and fo ſo 1 is every other . 22 of authority, anleſs you 
can Preſerve. your independency, l A . dependency upon the 
crown, Sir, v would. in the, end prove faral to our liberties; 

bat A dependence upon. the minifer, ; as it is iofigitely more 
diſbonourable, i is infipitely more dangerous, One might ſup- 
poſe, Sir, ſome e ſecurity | 10 2 heople from. the boncur of a 
crowned hea, and from. [the | ſolid compaRts, that are made 


betucen the ber ple and theis / frvereign.. 1 know of no com- 


40 


pa Qs that, are or can be made. between a miniſter and 


ho People... T can { ſuppoſe, t too, Sir, that in ſome future 


time a miniſter. may ariſe eee enough to carr bis 
riews Nik apo attempt to make both king and Profle 
ubſervient jo his own ambition. | I [ can. imagine lug cha one, 


3. YLY 
Sir, 
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vie, king adravtage of * general Og or. ; time of 
geacral.confugon, by a corrupt, parliamentary influence; op- 
preſſing even the ting upon his throne, and making - the 
e bead 3 ter: in his cloſet. Lena imagine him, 


2 Tenn, eren with thoſe who Gal be of Bar blood 
far paſts of digaity or titles of honour; and he may, Sir, 
(it is hardly poſſible indeed) but be may even proſtitute 
the game of che crown to ſupport his pretenſions. | This, 
Sir, I ſay is a piture which I cag draw in. my own mind 
of the miſerable ſityation of this country, if ever the par- 
lament ſhould become dependent on a minifter, Bur as this 
Can never happen but in ſome time of general infatuation 
or general corruption, the wiſdom and vir tue of the pre- 
ſent age ſcarce ſ cure us from ſeeing i it otherwiſe than in 
imagination : but, Sir, whatever I ſee, or whatever [ feel, 
God forbid that by any add or vote of mine, I ſhould make 
the way eaſy | for ſuch miſer ies to over whelm any futyre ge- 
neration. The honourable gentleman was pleaſed to ſay that 
this was 2 new cale, and that there was go precedent up- 
on our jourals to guide our proceedings : but let it be 
remembefeg. that this can never be the caſe again, ſince 
the vote of toe Jay will remain upon our books an eternal 
precedent to poſterity, and a law to this houſe for the fu- 
ture, For God' 5 fake then, Sir, let us confider : a litthe 
what fort of a Jaw we are polig to. make; let us remem- 
ber that if the preſent tranlactiog pales onccufures, and 
is declared free from gilt, we may bereaſter fee” every peer 
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of parliament, every ſecretary ag other officer" of tate, 


ere ery chancellor of the exchequer,” with his tredfury bags 


onder hls is arm, attending and Jaligiting eleftions and when 
e hall be called pon in this houſe to joity their pro- 
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ceedings, they ſhall tell you, they have. done nothing but 
what they had a right to do, and that ſuch was the opi- 
nion of this wiſe, this independent, this freely elected par- 
Hamehi, | Sir, Lam not one of thoſe perſons, who will 
ever be for extending the privileges of this houſe to any 
ridiculous or romantic degree: if I could but perſuade my 
ſelf that there was the leaſt room to doubt upon this oc» 
cafion, I ſhould think that humanity obliged me to put 
the mildeſt conſiruction. But really, Sir, I thiak the 
infult offered to the houſe i: is of ſo flagrant a nature, 1 think. 
the precedent muſt prove ſo dangerous to the honour and 
independeney of parliament, I think the conſequences miſe. 
be ſo deitructive to the conflitution as to deſerve and demand 
the ſevereſt animadverſion. The bonoyurable gentleman 3 
was pleaſed to aſk, What is the object of the petition? 
Sir, I will tell him what the object is; it is the ſecurity, 
the Freedom of parliaments, and protecting the privileges of 
the commons of Great- Britain. Surely, Sir, from this houſe » 
the commons of Great-Britain have a right to expect juſlice. 
Their moſt valuable privileges have been trampled u pen and 
inſulted, and they come now by this petition o demand. . 
Ffuſtice ; Juſtice, Sir, they will receive, and 1 hope now. 
But of one thing L am ſure, that, ſooner or later, they will 
have it.“ (The petition was diſmiſſed 7 247 . ſt 96.) 
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Habeb Ay certe | reſſublics adoleſcentes nobilifimos, paratss 
"deſenſares. Quam volent illi cedant otis conſulentes; tae 
a republica revocabuntur\, Et nomen pacis dulce eft, et 22 | 
res ſalutaris. Sed inter pacem et ſervitutem plurimum inte: 
reſt, | Pax eſt tranguilla libertas : Servitus malorum umni- 
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um peſlremum, non 1 belh, fed morte etiam repellen- 
N „ 'CICE RGA 


To the Free Purgeſſes of Newcaſtle upon Tyne. 2 
Friends, Countrymen, and Brethren, 


oB in all n relations will I glory; Whilſt, in an 
F age of general depravity and corruption, you ſo no- 
bly ſtand. forth the brave aſſertors of your own, and. your, 


country's rights and liberties: The part which many, (I 
doubt not but a great majority) of you have taken, will, 
it ſteadily adhered to, hand down your names with ho- 
nour to the lateſt poſterity ; children yet unborn ſhall 
bleſs and revere your memory ; furure ages and diſtant 
communities applaud and emulate your conduct. 

But now is the time my dear friends, or never, to ſhew 
yourſelves men; your conſtancy, perſeverance, and una- 
nimity muſt, at this juncture, exalt you to the higheſt. 

eſteem of every ttue triend of liberty, of every good and 
virtuous man: or your. wavering, inconſtancy, and defection, 
ſink you in the contempt, and expoſe ond to the ſcorn 
and deriſion of inſolent exulting tyrants.” 
4 As every art will be uſed to influence ale corrupt you, 
and as poſſibly ſome amongſt you may not put the proper 
3 value upon their, own conſequence, I hope you will excuſe 
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| ſhould I be, could any efforts of mine excite your due at- 


ten. 


- Thepublic hath yet in ſtore many noble woke who rc ready to de- 
fend ber, whoſe regard to eaſe and quiet ſuppreſſes indeed their preſent vi- 
gour: but who may yet be reclaimed to the public cauſe. The name ef 
peace indeed is pleaſing. aud the thing itſelf ſalutary; but there is a wide dife 
ference betwixt peace and flavery: Peace is calm, undiſturbed liberty; las 


very the laſt of all evils, and TO to be repelled hot only by war, but 
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tention to that ineſtimable privilepe which you may enjoy 
as compoſing a part of the legiſlative power, and in depu- 
ting your repreſentatives in the-great council of the nation, 
From the want of this attention, flow many of thoſe grow- 
ingevils which have long threatened this country with ut- 
ter ruin. With great truth an able writer has aſſerted, that 
or England can never be undone but by a parliament.” 
And to the” reproach of Engliſbmen be it ſaid, that thelr 
own dependance, venality, and corruption have long and 
largely contributed to this undoing, That it is vain and 
idle to talk of bad reprefentatives, when we conſtitute 
them ſach with our' eyes open, delegate our power, and 
commit the protection of our rights to men whole private 
intereſts, prejudices, or paſſions, have' notoriouſly abuſed 
the one, and baſely betrayed the other; who inftead' of 
protecting, have oppreſſed us, and pretended to nothidg 
of repreſentation but the name; and even that, when ex- 
amined with candour, is an affront to common ſenſe. 
hut ĩt is not yet too late to ſtop, theſe threatening diſor- 
ders. A criſis is now haſtening, and your choice at an 
approaching period may have great influence in eſtabliſh- 
ing your peace and bappineſs, or involving you in inevi- 
table confaſion and mifery ; for the eyes of the whole na. 
tion are upon you; many other bodies of electors will be 
animated by your perſeveranca, or diſcomfitted by your. 
retreat, Now'is the time for you to examine with cool 
neſs and impartiality into th: ſenatorial. conduct of your 
preſent delegates, and upon what grounds they again, of · 
fer themſelves as candidates for your future confidence. 
Tilt readily and chearfully alow'every tribute of praiſe 
due to good actions, and would pay all proper regard and 


| waer to every man's Private virtues ; nor will I pretend 
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to cenſure, or to judge of any man's motives when I ſee. 
him diffuſe bleſſings with a princely muniticence : Yeti 
ſincerely lament when I ſee that man's prejudices cheriſhed 
and foſtered, his ear abuſed, and his conduQ miſled, by 
unptiacipled, fawning ſlaves, and deſigning hypocrites ; 
{omeof them indeed, cunning and ſubtle enough, bur others, 
to the great reproach of his judgment, a deſtitute of 
Foe the beſt graces 15 om actions, which otherwiſe might 
do honour to royalty itſelf, 
But even allowipg bim all the real merit which panegy- 
ric can beſtow, or his fulſome flatterers would attribute 
to bim, he may be entitled to the ſincere reſpect of his 
fellow citizens, and to the eſteem of very good men, who | 
may, notwithſtanding, repoſe no confidence i in him as a le- 
gillator. Before I give any man my ſuffrage, i it behoves me 
to enquire into the principles and motives which have 
formed, marked, and diſtinguiſhed bis political character; 
for i i giviog ſuch ſuffrage 1 am acting for others, as well 
as myſelf, and may not proſtitute the public ſervice to agy 
private views, mere local conſiderations, or perſonal re- 
gards whatever; nor ſhould any particular tie of intereſt, 
gratitude, or atfection, preclude, io this caſe, my liberty of. 
Judging, 

"15 very ſlender acquaintance with hiſtory will new the 


* eſſential connexion between the liberties, and the. true 


glory, welfare, and happineſs of any people. When the 
civil and religious liberties of this nation were firſt en- 


croached upon, and then openly invaded by the vile race of 


. the Stuarts, what ſcenes of tumult and confuſion, what maſ- 
lacres and bloodſhed were produced, through above half 
; of rhe laſt century And what better conſequences haye 
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we to expect from the late alarming ſtrides of ambitions 
and deſigning men, whoſe only ſecurity ſeems to be placed 
in the general want of public virtue; {o ſenſible are they 
of this, that they have been labouring with all their might 
to ſuppreſs and extinguiſh every ſpark of it. But how 
great, or how general ſoever their ſuccęſs may have been, 
that is no reaſon for a good man tamely to acquielce. No, 
my friends !—1 truſt there may yet .be Hamdens and Sid- 
deys, whoſe lives may be at their country's ſervice, and 
pray God ſuch men may be properly rouſed betore their 
help be too late. 

What miſchicfs were done i in the era I have juſt men- 
tioned, were chiefly in oppoſition to parliament; what is 
now attempted, your nominal repreſentatives are aiding 
and aſſiſting in ; whether from principle or influence, no 
matter : Nor boots it to enquire by what magic charms 
thoſe intereſts which jarred with ſuch well: remembered 
violence i in the year 1741, are now ſo graciouſly united. 
The independance of ſome, with an acquired popularity, 
may da more real harm, than the crouching ſervility of o- 
thers. The prejudices of education, even thoſe of the moſt 
baneful tendency, often grow into fixed principles; and the 
Juſt of power, the more it is fed, flames with greater, violence; 
and I appeal to the experience of any man, who is at all con- 
verſant in the world, whether the late meaſures of admini- 
ration have met with more determined advocates, than are 
the profeſſed papiſts, jacobites, and non-jurors ? Whether 
the plan of ſuch men be to recall the Pretender, or to ſetup 
any other ſtandar d of arbitrary power, I care not; the ido- 

latry is the ſame, whatever the idol be; and the writer of 
this will ever join, at the hazard of his life, to oppoſe it, 
and will adviſe his fellow burgeſles to ſatisfy themſelves 
how 
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how far ther preſent candidates, or thoſe great and fine 
men, who would take your proſtituted conſclences into. 
keeping for them, have been the abettors, aiders, and 
propagators of theſe deſpotic prlaciples.— How far they 
have contributed to ſtern the raging, corrupted torrent of 
miniſterial tyranny, ——Whether after once, by miſtake, 
they had acted right, they were not deprived of peace by 
day and reſt / by night, until they bad atoned for their er- 
Tor by making a formal,” penitential, and public renuncia- 
tion of it. la their pteſent canvas, do they apply to your 
principles, to your virtues, for your regards to the poblic 


welfare, or to your private emoJuments and dependencies? > 
Has the voice of truth been attended to, or its aſſertors. 
gandered- pet ſecuted, aud proſcribed? Has your Kill, 
diligetce, and fidelity in your ſeveral profeſſions and em- 
Ployments recommended you to their approbation and en- 
'couragement ? - Has fairneſs, equity, and moderation in 
your dealings ſecured: to you their cuſtom ; or have they 
directly or indire&ly intimated, that, along with your 
wares, your conſciences ſhould' go like paper and pack- 
thread ? Have they ever held the greateſt number of you 
ja contempt ; as a factious, licentious « crew; as A different | 
ſoecies of beings, void of reafon, and incapable of refiec- 
tion? Have they ever endeavoured to alienate your tights 
and properties to eñgroſs them into the hands of a few of 
their own complexion ; or have they, with ſuch view en - 
deavouted to prevent the efficacy of your appeal to a court 
of juſtice ? Other" queſtions you may afk in your own 
minds; but it you can anſwer theſe,” ſo as to acquit them 
of a ay abuſe of; your confidence, or of any defigy to enflave 
you, they have a right to expect your free and chearfol. 
voices; but if either without examination, or agalnſt all 
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fair enquiry, you fooliſhly or wickedly give your ſuffrages, 
you will ſcarcely be pitied' whilſt you why thoſe: gilling 
chain which n have rivetted. 

ay 5 0 A 8 8 1 1 
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On the eau , and partie on t Parliamente. 


i it: were - poſſible fort any man, who FO. the leaſt ad 
ledge of our. conſtitation, to doubt in good earneſt, - 
whether the preſervation'ot public freedom depends on the 
preſet vation of parliamentary freedom, his doubts might 
be rembved, and his opjaion decided. One would ima- 
gige, by this ſingle obvious remark, that all the deſigns of 
our princes againſt liberty, fince parliaments, began to be 
eſtabliſhed on the model ſubſiſting, have been directed con- 
ſtantly to one of the. following. points: Either to obtain 
ſuch. parliaments as they could govern, or elſe to ſtand: all 
the difficulties, and to run all the hazards of governing 
without parliaments, The means principally employed 


to the fiiſt of theſe put poſes, have been undue influences 


on the elections of members of the houſe of commons, and 


on.theſe members when choſen. When ſuch influence 


could be employed ſucceſsfully, they hare anſwered all the 
ends of arbitrary will; and when they could not be ſo em- 
ployed, arbitrary will hath been forced to ſubmit to the 


_ conſtitution. This hath been the caſe, not only finee, but 


before that great change in the balance of property, which 


began in the reigns of Henry VII. and Henry VIII. and 


carried a great part of the weight into the ſcale of the 
commons, which had lain before in the ſcale of the peers . 
and clergy. 


It 
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If. we look back as far as the cloſe of the fourteent} 
contury, (au ra pretty near to that when parliaments re- 
ceived their preſent form) we ſhall find both theſe. means , 


! 
| employed by one of the worſt of our kings, Richard U. 
| That he might attain his will, which was raſh, he directed 


mandates to the Meriffs, (officers of the crown, and ap- 
pointed by the crown; for ſuch they were then, and ſuch 
they ſtill are) to return certain perſons nominated by him- 
ſelf, and thus ke acquired an undue influence over the 
elections. In the next place, he obliged the perſons thus 
returned, ſometimes by threats and terror, and ſometimes 
by gifts, to conſent to thoſe things which were prejudicial 7 
to the realm; and thus he acquired an nndue inluence 
over the houſe of commons : ſo that, upon the whole; the 

| arbitrary will of a raſh, head-ſtrong' prince, and the ſog- 
1 geſtions of his wicked miniſters, guided the proceeditig of 
[ parliament, and became the law of the land- 1% might © 
purſue obſe: rations vf the ſame kind,-through ſeveral ſue- 
| ceeding reigns, but to avoid prolixity, let us deſcend at 
1 onde to the reign of king Charles II. for in that we ſhall 
find examples of all the means which a court that hat! 
common ſenſe, and a prince who will not ſet his crown 

| 
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vn the caſt of a die, can take to undermitic the foundations 
of liberty, either by ens Fee, or v etenünt 
without them. | 

Now the firſt attempt which king Charles made 2paioſt 9 
the conſtitution was this: He improved and managed the 
ſpirit of the firſt parliament he called, {6 as to render the 
two houſes obſequious to his will almoſt in every caſe: 
and having got the triennial bill repealed, he kept the 
ſame parliac:ent in being for many years by prorogations, 
Thus he eſtabliſhed a ſtanding parliament, Waich i is as dan- 


* 
* — — 


gerous 
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gerous a8 a ſtanding army, and may become, in ſome conjune- 
tures, much more fatal to liberty. When the meaſutes of 
his adminiſtration grew too bad, and the tendency of them 
too apparent to be defended and ſupported, even in that 
parliament, he had recourſe to a ſecond attempt, that was 
to corruption: And Clifford firſt liſted a mercenary band of 
friends to the goverument agaiuſt the conſtitution; and 
when even this proved i ineffectual, the kiog reſolved to ga- 
vern for a time without patliaments, and in the mean 
time endeavour. to garble the corporations. He had found, 
by experience, that it, was impoſſible to corrupt the 


fireams as long as the fountain continued pure. He ap- | 


plied | bimſelf therefore to ſpread the taint of the court in 
them, and to poiſon t thoſe ſprings from whence the health 
and vigour - of the conſtitution, flow. This was the laſt, 
aud by much the moſt dangerous expedient, employed by 
king Charles 8 confidential friends, to undermine our liber- 


ties. The effect "of this be did not live to, lee. RR 

The farther attempt on our religion and liberty, by king 
James, brought about the. revolution ; ; the deſi gn, inten- 
tign, or ends of which, have yet by no means been accom: 


pliſhed. The. nation engaged i in it with the Juſt expect. 


tion that the f reedon: of, elefticn; ; the / 4 equency, integrity and 


independency of parliaments, ſhould be ſufficiently provided 


for. T heſe are the eſſentials of Brit iſh liberty. Defects - 


in other parts of the conſtitution, can never be fatal, if theſe 
be preſerved entire: But defects in theſe will ſoon delroy 
the conſtitution, tdough every other yt of it hould be fo 
e | yo 
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2 HE unprincipled friends of the court candidates, 
| + who lately were remarkable for cenſuring the par- 

liamentary conduct of our repreſentatives, 'and the con- 
duct of our magiſtrates, are now as diligent in perverting 
the burgeſſes, by reminding them of the great obligations 
| they are under to Sir /——r B——t?, and threatning 
| them, if they find them immoveably virtuous. - They ri- 
| dicule the conſciencious, and are ſurpriſed to hear them 
f talk ſo fooliſnly, beſtowing upon them the names of mad men 
and of fools. Let the freemen be upon thetr guard againſt 
fuch inſidiouſneſs: Be manly; be reſolved. And though 
they threaten you with the loſs of your bread, let them 
ſee that you have ſo much virtue as to diſpiſe their threats: 
Satisfied that he who feeds the ravens will alſo feed you. 
Publiſh, in the news-papers, the names of thoſe who would 
tyranizeover your conſcience. They cannot be the friends 
of either Fund or civil liberty. They are W enemies 
of mankind.” 
[ Mr Reed may aſſure himſelf, that if he again promiſe 
| or threaten the beadles of acertain church, not many miles 

| 


from St Nicholas, he ſhall not go uncenſured. T he pooreſt 
burgheſs has a natural right to vote as he pleaſes, and he is 
a Kaare or a villain that would prevent him, g 
„ A Hater of Tyranny. 
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Sap of the Tranfaftions at the Fl 2 at Ip 
peth, July 26, 1774. 


T a general meeting of the freeholders of Northum. 
berland, held at Mor pet h, on Tueſday, July 26, by Sir 
Willians 


v 
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William Lgraine, bigh-ſheriff, to conſider of two proper 
perſons to repreſent the county in the next parliament, the 
two preſent members having declined, there was the muſt 
numerous and reſpectable aſſemblage of gentlemen ever re · 
membered on the like occaſion, 


The buſineſs was opened by the high-ſheriff, in a ſpeech 
equally judicious and well expreſſed. —T he purport was. 


as follows: That he had called that meeting in conſe. 
quence of a declaration from the two preſent members, 
ſignifying their intention of declining the houour they at 


preſent enjoyed, —He ſaid that he had received a letter 
from Sir Edward Blackett, to that purpoſe, containing his 
grateful thanks to the gentlemen thea aſſembled, for their 
favour, which had placed him in his preſent honourable 
ſituation, aſigning his want of health as the reaſon he no 
longer ſolicited their ſupport; but at the ſame time 
thought, that the beſt method of expreſſing his ſenſe of 
the obligation he felt himſelf under to the county, was, 
by aſſuring them of his determination to give his vote and 
intereſt for thoſe gentlemen who had the approbation of 
that meeting. .— The ſheriff then went on, obſerving, That 
as he perceived from the number of candidates to ſupply 
the intended vacancies, that there was likely to be a conteſt, 
he was happy to ſee a meeting ſo. truly reſpectable as the 
preſent, to determine a queſtion of {uch great importance. 
He added, That from the complexion of his audience, it 
did not appear to him neceſfary to expatiate u pon the qua- 
lities requiſite to fill ſo high a ſation as that of an inde - 
pendent Engliſh ſenator ; he ſhould content bimſelf, there- 
fore, with ſubmitting to their judgment the oames of the 


four geatlemen, who weagt to > propoſe. themſelves on the 


preſent occaſion. 
Mr 
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Mr Ridley then roſe, and in very, few words, expreſſive 
of bis high opinion of Lord Algernon Percy, founded en- 
tirely on his great line of anceſtry, which had for ſo great 
a ſeries of years, uniaterruptedly repreſented the county, 
begged to have the honour of propoſing his lordſhip as a 
candidate. 

Sir William Midlleton next addreſſed himſelf to the free- 
holders, and acquainted them, That at the requeſt of 
many friends, tor whole opinion he had the higheſt re- 


ſpect, and whoſe principles he had always been taught to 


revere from his earlieſt youth, he had ſtepped forward to 
offer his ſervice to the county, at this juncture.” He decla- 
red bimlclf adifiatereſted and independent man difavow'i ing 
in the moſt explicitter ms, every af piring and ambitious view, 
Standing upon this ground, he called upon every unbiaſ- 
ſed freeholder to ſupport him as a candidate, ſo long and | 
no longer than he maintained ſuch principles. —He faid, 7 
T hat this was the firſt time he had ever aſked a yote from | 


any frecholder; that he bad anxiouſly waited to receive 


+%S As 


the ſenſe of the county at that meeting, which, ſhould it 
prove fortunately in his favour, would ſo far determine 
him, that he ſhould eftecm himſelf bound, and pledged 
himſelt i in caſe of oppoſition, to carry t the matter to a poll, 
that the Freehollers might bare an opportunity of eXer. 
cifing a free choice,” —Tbis ſpeech, which « came from the | 
heart, and was -plainly « Jiftated by 2 an honeſt feeling, Was | 
received with aſtovithing 3 and repeated plaudits, 5 ; 
After him Sir oh n Delayal aroſe, and! in a long, elabo· ; 
rate, and forid bacangue, endeavoured to impreſs the free. 
be with the ſame ideas of bis public ſpirit, independen- | 
7, and dren atereflednef: ; on which laſt topic be particularly 

42 * ibialing himſelf" attacked by Sir 1 en, in a point, 
TA 
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in which he appeared tender. He enlarged much too on 
his family connections with the county as repreſentatives, 
which had ſubſiſted even from the firſt inſtitution of par- 
laments, . He told the treeholders too, that himſelf was 
an experienced and able man; and, to do him juſtice, he 
ſang his own praiſes in a ſtrain, far—very far beyond the 
the powers of any gentleman there preſent. He told them, 
** That their corn, their waol, their leadmines, their iron 
works, their linen, their glaſs- houſes, their ſhipping, 
their fiſherigs, and the coal trade, had been his inceſſant 
and invariable objects, ever ſince he could think for him- 
ſelf, or act for his conſtituents ; that it was the height of. 
his ambitioa to repreſent ſuch. a county, and for that great 
object, he had very readily quitted the repreſentation of e- 


very other place.” [Here we ſuppoſe he meant his barou gh. 


of Berwick.) He at length concluded, by paſſing the 


higheſt encomiums on the metting, which he juſtly term- 


ed a moſt reſpectable aſſembly of freeholders, and by re- 
queſting their votes and countenance, No applauſe. 


Mr Femwick next, in 2 ſhort ſpeech, explained to the 


freeholders the motives of his offering himſelf to repreſent 
them; which originated | in the advice of many friends to 
the independency of the county: who, from every appear- 
ance, thought the meaſure abſolutely neceſſary; ; for that 
an attempt was now plainly intended to force two mem- 


bers upon them : He hoped, therefore, for the ſake of 


their own intereſt, and to protect the freedom of the conn» 
ty, that they would ſupport him as an independant candi- 


date. bis declaration, which every man preſent felt 


to be the truth, was received. with great and juſt applauſe. 
Sir Walter, Blackett was the next who ſpoke; he ſaid on · 


ly ſhortly, that far his owa paxt be thought Lord Algernon 


Percy. 
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Percy and Sir John Detavat were the propereſt perſons ta 
re preſent the county; he repeated that he thought ſo, for 
particular reaſons, into which he begged to be excuſed from 
entering: he ſaid again, two or three times, he had rea- 
fons which he did not chuſe io give; and hoped the gentle- 
men would pardon him for not giving them, and then fat 
down. This ſtrange declaration, luckily for Sir W. amidſt 
the vatiety of other matter, eſcaped without notice or cen- 
furg, 2 Os 

No other ge utleman ſeemed then inclined to ſpeak, and 
the high ſher ft was proceeding to put the candidates in no- 
mination, wken Mr George Greive got vp and addreſſed the 
ſheriff to the follow ing effect: 


He faid, that he meant on the preſent occaſion to claim, 
but with the utmoſt diffidence, that right which reverted 
to him but once in ſeven years, of delivering his opinion 
as became an honeſt Engliſh freeholder; he then proceeded 
iu a very pointed and ſpirited manner to declare, that for 
reaſons, which he did not beg to be excuſed from giving, but 
would then give face to face, he was clear that neither Ld 
Algernon Percy nor Sir Jahn Delaval deſerved to be ſup- 
ported by the county; for that, after his Grace of Nor- 
thumberland had given his folemn promiſe not to interfere 
in the choice of another member, if the gentlemen to 
whom he had apphed would honour his ſon with their 
fopport, he had actually interfered as far 28 he could 
poſſibly have done, even had he openly from the beginning, 
efponſed the intereſt of Sir John; ; for that it was not to, 
be ſuppoſed that the noble peer in any caſe would: have 
canvaſſed Bathhury, Felten. or Alnwick in perſon, but 
that hit immediate agents had been noteriopſly the agents 
x07 managers for Sir John, ſrom the firſt moment that the 


baronet 


The FREEMEN'S Maoazixe, 173 


baronet had paid him compliments to the great nen of the 
county. And here he deſired that any gentleman would call 
him to order, if he deviated in the ſmalleſt degree from 
the truth. He waited to ſec if any body would be hardy 
enough to deny the charge; but no perſon having been 
found ſo totally deficient in every point of truth and mo- 
deſly, he proceeded, by obſerving that he had other capi- 
tal objectlons to Sir John Delaval, ſome of which he would 
mention; che then arraigned i in terms equally juſt and ſe» 
vere, the conduct of Sir Jahn, in haviog made application 
hear two years ago, to a cabal of great men of tbe. county, 
without once troubling himſelf about the freeholders at 
arge, or even the unconneRted,, independent country gentle- 
men; that he had heard great. men, expreſſing their ſur- 
prize at Sir William Middleten's conduct, in offering hiqmſelk 
ſo early to diſt urb the peace of the county, when is was no- 
torious that the greateſt man in it had openly ſoliciteè for 
his ſon a twelvemonth before him ; and all ſteps bad been 
taken by Sir John, clandcfiinely to ſeize the intereſt of 
every gentleman whom he had found napping; and had, 
(much to their diſhonour) ſurpriſed many unwary, indo- 
lent great men into promiſes which diſgraced them as free 
men.—In all this part of his ſpeech he was ſo clear and 
convincing, that he was frequently interru pted by burſts 
of applauſe. 8 5 e e ee 

He next attacked Sir Jain u en. bis unge nerous bebe viaur 
at Newcaſtle, and his conduct to his brother, in endeavour - 
ing to diJuade him from going there to ſupport the inte- 
eſt of the oppreſſed and injured freemen. - He tated that, 
behaviour in the cleareſt manner, and to the conyiction cf 
every candid hearer; but tis impoſſible to enter into the 
Whole of - AN that laſted half an hour, and co ntain- 


ed 


a * 
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ed ſuch variety of matter. "The charge againſt Sir Jab 
was plain and pointed and we mall now hear how it 
was anſwered: Sir Jahn got up, and faid, that he did not 
doubt that he mould obvigté every obieCtion which had 
been tailed againſt bim by Mr Greive : He made a very 
long  ſpeerh,” wherein | he partly repeated. his letter 10 
his brother, and acknowledged that bis brother had 
ſignified bis determination to ) ſerve the burgeſſes of Newcaf- 
the; yet, he did not undetftand by that, nor indeed ever 
dreamt of his itending to aud a candidate But 1 gave 
no anſwer to the fir charge againſt him, except by aſſuring 
ine freebolders that it was not quite two years, as had been 
aſſet ted, ſince he had aſked the votes of the noblemen and 


great men in the county and indeed, the whole of his re · 


ply to that part of the accuſation, was to the laſt degree 
ünſstisfacory aud evaſive: And to the other | part reſpect- 

ing the Newcaſtle buſineſs, be gave not the ſhadow of an 
anſwer which did not tend to confirm the charge; Taſo- 
much, that lu Mr Greive' 8 reply, be ſet out by thanking 
hin fot fo full a confirmation of every thiog he had alled- 
ged againſt. him, and of this opinion was every candid man 
at the meeting. This matter being thus dilcuſled, the 
ſhe: iff preceeded to the nomination ; : Lord Algernon Percy 
was firſt put up, When to the amazement of every one 

there were very few hands for his lordſhip. Sir William 
Middleton was then propoſed; and had an amazing me w,. 
attended with the greateſt acclamations; ; Sir John Delaval 
had not 20 hands for him; and Mr Fenwick nearly the {a me | 


ſhew as Sit William, and IPs applauſe. Upon which the 


| ſheriff was proceeding to make the declaration, when Sir 


John Ditzvil got up, and made a diſcovery which bad fe 


therts eſcaped him, and ſaid, there were many "perſons pre- 


e ens 


1 
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ſent not freholders, and therefore made no doubt he ſhould 
have the ſbew of hands on a poll, and rather indecently vis 
lified the meeting, which before the event he had ſo high» 
iy extolled. | 
| Mr G. Greive then very properly called him to order; 
when Mr W. Lowes attempted the ſame language, which 
was in every reſpect molt highly unbecoming, and reflect. 
ing on the ſheriff:—he was ſoon ſilenced, however, by Mr 
Brandling, The ſheriff then made the declaration in fa- 
vour of Sir William Middleton Bart. and William Fenwick, 
Eſq. | 

Mr G. Greive then ſaid, he hoped that in one point at 
leaſt they ſhould be unanimous; and therefore moved the 
thanks of the meeting to their very worthy and excellent 
high ſheriff, which was ſeconded by Mr Brandling, and ac- 
oordingly unanimouſly approved of, The meeting then 
broke up; ve may gueſs how much to the ſatisfaction 
of every independent man, and how much the reverſe to 
thoſe men, who would rule the county with a rod of iron. 
The Duke of Northumberland, Lord Ravenſworth, &. 
were in town, but not preſent.—Iu all probability this 
will prove a ſecond Sir J. Lowther's affair; and will turn 
out, if the freeholders exert a proper ſpirit, to the diſgrace 
of thoſe men, who by graſping at the ſhadow, it is to be 
hoped, will loſe the ſubſtance. 


_ — — A 


— 


— — 
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To the Editors of the Freemen's Magazine. 
GENTLEMEN, | 

As numbers of your readers may be at a loſs to account 
for the ſcemmgly unaccountable conduct of ſeveral of 


thoſe very reſpectable perſonages, who, contrary to reaſon 
— en e hp 


— 
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and common ſeaſe, have given up meir opinions; ' and; 
from 'beiog ſupporteis_ of the'principles of hone! indepen : 
dancy, are bow become the ſei vile attendants of thoſe ve- 
ry men, whoſe many arbitrary actions were the cool}, mt 


yg ta £54 


topic of their converſation; 1 hall teerefore ſend you 2 
caſionally, fome hiſt, ical anecdotes of thole forpriog 


men, | 

Foremoſt in this bongurable claſs, (ods the noble and 
"rever end, the Vicar of Br, 4. cuftcs 76 ztuborim of the Scate- 
(Cre; I, und Eves. dropper to the veltry of 4 Saints. This 
worthy geutlemay 1 is a very Proteus in Rory He was origi- 
"nally incaled to be a dealer ! in books ; but! it was quick- 
1 found, tkat all the learning his allow talents enabled 
Him to comprehend j in this bu line's, was a bare inſpeRtion 
of their covering, without a poll vility of bis ever being 
Able te to digeſt any part of their e contedts. He therefore 
wiſely dropt the ſta! *10ner and ſubmirted t to take o pon him 


the less polite profeſſion Ru a einker, and it mol be allow- 


ed, that accofging. to what Fas fince happen: 50, he has ham- 
meted the bottoms of pans to tolerable pürpoſe; for ha- 
ving thcelved au order Tom the chief tate, to put 
his wo —— LET 'kettles in atue qu it had fo wonderful an 


| etre oh Yis ptericaniuts, as eatirely to diſorder his ſenſes ; ; 


aud In“ ttt Heut of Bis febih, he ran and gave bis voice 
to thoſe men, whole conduct he had fo often arraign'd, 
and whoſe characters he had fo frequently abvſcd in the 
vulgareſt terms. $9 great a conqnelb, from the cauſe of 
freedom was not to be paſſed unnoticed gr unrewarded ; ” 
having theretore previpuily taken his s degrees, he was, by 
his new | patrogs, inducted 3 into the vicardom abovemen- 
tioned; and his enemies themſelves mult allow, that he 


lle his new occupation "with a becoming dignity, Tt is 


| 
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apprehended that charity was the ſole motive of his ap- 
poiatiag the perion he has ch blen to be his curate, for he 
is ſo totally enveloo2d in ignorance and ſuperſtition, that 
'tis as evident as any propoſition in Fuclid, that the minu- 
teſt ray of reaſon never penetrated his occiput, nor occica- 
put; but as it would be pity to draw this helpleſs creature 
fiom that ſtate of obſcurity; Which ſeems beſt calculated 
tor his /o/id capacity, we ſhall leave him, and return to our 
worthy vicar. 

Certain it is, that riches are not always accompanied 
with contentment; fach I am ſure, is the caſe with our 
new clergyman, for though he may be ſaid to wallow in 
the wealth 1riting*trom his benefice, it affords him ho true 
delight: Being deſerted by his former companions, he en- 
deavours to form ane acquaintance: amongſt the party 
he has c{poufed ; how it happens, I know not, yet true it 
is, they arenotfond of him as a companion; the party 
he has deſerted, moſt heartily deſpile him, and will not al- 
low him to mix with them | in their convivial meetings; ſ@ 
that he is frequently reduced to the terrible neceſſity of 
ſpending his evenings over a ſolitary tankard, or with his 
curate, to retire to ſome obſcure alehouſe, and talk poli. 
rics to old women. Indeed he has of late ſacrificed: ſo li- 
berally at the ſhrine*of Bacchus,” that his pattons would 
do well to reſtrict him, leaſt his perſeverance in the only 
attion he ever was ſteady in, may prevent his being able to 


do them the only ſervice he can ever poſſibly be of to them 
the giving them his Vor, 


(v be continued. ) 3 Sechs. 


A PARODY on CHEVY CHACE. G 


(GP? prof, per long our noble king, 
Oar lives and ſafetien alle 1 


| DOT A 
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A woful canvaſs once there did 


In this great town befall, 


To meet the freemen at each hall 
Sir r took his way; | 
But O! heſure has cauſe to rue 
The grief he met that day, 


Sir Mr and Sir M—— too, 
A vow to God did make, : 
Their pleaſure round Newcaftle town 
Six ſummer days ta take. 


The votes and rights of each freeman 
To ſeize and take away. 

The tidings came to Captain Phippry 
In Londen Where he lay, 


Who fent Sir Nr preſent word 
He would prevent his ſ port: 

Sir W. — he | not fearing this, 
Did to each houſe reſort, ' 


With five ſcore of penoners 
And placemen in their train, 
Who knew full-well by craftineſa 

Sir WW —＋ $ love to gain. 


They ſwiftly ran into each houſe, 
Each freeman s vote to take, | 
And With their noiſe and mighty din, 

An echo ſhrill did make, | 


They canvaſs'd thus from houſe to houſe 
For full ſix days or more; 


3 


But they met with ſuch poor ſucceſs, 
It grier'd their hearts full ſore, 


Then Captain Phipps, he did appear 
Much like a baron bold, 
With conſcieace pure, for he the rights 


of Engli omen ne'er ſold, 


Brave Delaval, he likewiſe did 
With Captain Phipps come down ; 
And when they canvaſs'd, both were with 
"> "PNG greateſt ſucceſs crawn'd, 


When they had reap'd their harveſt here, 

Sic #—r with his train, 

As likewiſe did Sir M——w too, 

Glean o!er the town again. 

But t after gleaning all the day, 
* he town being left ſo bare, 

They found, which griev'd them all full ſore, 
That little was their ſhare, 


God ſave the king, and bleſs the land 
In plenty, j Joy, and peace; 

Grant that Sir / r and his train 
From canvaing may ceaſe» 


— "EI "oy — 8 128 — 8 


XULTING PETERS. to this injur'd ts. 
To ſee thoſe ſervants ſign their reſignation ; 


Who being conſcious « of their own demerit, 
Have labour'd to ſubdue that Hritiſb ſpirit, 
Which has tor ages in the trying hour, 
Deſtruction brought on arbitrary power. 

They reaſon thus, Can men of our completion, 


— 


Why have you not heard, Maſter Barebones reply'a,** 
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Who durſt deſtroy the Middleſex election, 

And ſpite of all the laws of earth and heaven, 

Make tuo a greater number than eleven : 

Can we expect Britannia's ſons will truſt 

Theſe laws with us, who have been ſounjuſt? 

No, we muſt publiſh that we cannot ſerve, 

To ſhun the ſhame we very well deſerve; ; 

No more let's hope that we'll again be ſeated, f 

By thoſe electors we ſo vilely treated ; Bs 

We fawn'd and cring'd to miniſterial ſway, 1285 

And baſely gave our maſters rights away. 2 
Such be the language, ſuch the expectation, 

Of all who voted to enſlave a nationn 

Of free born ſouls, who will as ſure as fate, 

Their glorious freedom to their ſons tranllace. J. W. 
Hexham, ing owes o ae The 


— — — —äͤ—)m ——ᷓwV— — 
—— ——— 


r 
Te CONFERENCE. 285 


A Death and the Devil, ſworn foes to mankind: 
Held private confab, each diſcloſrng his mind; 


Says Nick, brother Death, (with all thell-fir'd ſtate) 
Our imports from England are d id thin of late; 
The gallows formerly gave us part lumber, 
And ſuicide gameſters we'd a brave number; 
But with their curſt penſions and places- at court, 
1 doabt, my good brother, they've ſpoil'd all that (port: : 

®* [ndorcers a few, we had ſent now and then, 

Yet I have not ſecn one, Legoget tell when; Dir 
Tho' this refieRtion oft « cures me of ſorrow, N 1 TTs 
I mean when the dogs were ag d at Comor rb. $9520 


3 
= 


Our friends at the helm, there all laws have gef), 
p 228185 il Tobie retar of the ladies For Q Sodomite. 
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And G—dy, I find, bis fixt reſalulon, 

Next year, like the pope, to give abſolution. 

Say you ſo, —then after all our turmoilings, f 

At laſt there are hopes of more Smith fi: id brailings: +1 

His oath, I foreſaw, he ſurely would ſh t on, ä 

When plac'd at firſt, on the the of Greats Britain, 

Aud purpoſely ſent him my agent, the thane, 

W hoever to honeſty has been the lane; 

With a few old ſtaunch rogues, to give him advice, = 

Leaſt his conſcience, at firſt, prov'd ſqueamith and nice. 

But nark ye, as ſure as my name is Nichol, + 

I've put, for their backs, my beſt rods in pickle ; 

And kings too (hall find, I regard not theic pelt, 

Nor ever will ſuffor à rogue but myſelf, | 
Hellgate, RG. „oe. 


—— A. * — be 4 
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On Capt. pfupps and THOMAS DET.AVAL, Err. 
meeting the Company of Free Hits, on their Canvaſe. 


AFTER waiting an hour for the governor's coming, . 
From the funeral rites of another old woman, 

At length be arrived, and. with hobling grace, 

He bow'd all around, and paſs'd on to his place; 

Ot hoaſtmen whole hoſts. were con vened together, 

In ſpite of their fears, and the heat of the weather. 
The candidates then were requeſted to enter, 

And face their aſſembly, Tf that they durſt venture; 
The Far-ot a-head, and his comrade ſteer'd after, 
We follow'd, expecting much fun end much laughter; 5 
Their ſpeeches were noble, none ever excell'd 'em, 
With terror their audience heard and beheid 'em; 
The language was elegant, nervous, and clear, 
The charges were juſt, and the ſatire ſevere. 

An alderman's conſcience began to feel fore. 

So he bounced from his ſeat, to the midſt of the floor; 
Hs voice was diſcordant, his features diſtorted, 


He laid he'd been {landeied and falſely repcited: 


SF. 
+ + 


Then 


— w 
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Then talk'd of his dignity, character, place, 
Clench'd his fiſt, bit his lip, and made 4 wry face; 
But in ſpite c his raving, 'twas generally admitted, 
His worthip diſcover'd how well the cap fitted, 
An obſtreperous banker, and juſtice of quorum, 
Gave mouth both together, in ſpite of decorum; 
The bye-itanders ſtared; and began to ſuppoſe, 
That for tun they were treading on each others toes; 
For the banker was ſtamping, and dancing, and roaring, 
The juſtice ſcem'd pinch'd, and was deeply deploring. 
At laſt it appear'd. beyond all contradiction, 
They thought making a noiſe, always carried conviction; 
Aod whenever ſore preſs'd in their own vindication, 
That ſtamping and thumping were argumentation. 

A ſnivcling lawyer next open'd his throat, 
In a ſtring of ſet phraiſes he'd got off by rote, 
F of noaſenſe, loquacity, airs, and grimaces; 
Li ; Frenchman he chatter'd, bow'd, ſhrug'd, and made 

es; 3 

T. much of the many and imminent dangers, 
1 w auld farely enſue if we voted for ſtrangers; 
H -:ii!| would have talk'd, but the fates had decreed, 


Ja 4s far, and no farther, his tongue ſhould proceed: 


His petulance longer Phipps choſe not to brook, 

Bot darted full at him a terrific look; 

A look was ſufficient, the barriſter bow'd 

Beg'd pardon, and inſtantly mix'd with the croud. 
What follow'd, I ſhall not attempt to relate, 

For in rhyme one can hardly deſcribe a debate. 

Phipps and Delaval both, themſelves nobly acquitted. 

And ſome fitters, I'm ſure, were confounded]y fitted. 


 $AGITTARIUS. 


